fOREi€N 
OfSSERTATIOft 

50654 


yc-NBJ-J;, 


;B  2  643341 


2   bH3   341 


ENGLISH  GRADATION-NOUNS 


IN 


THEIR  RELATION  TO  STRONG  VERBS 


INAUGURAL  DISSERTATION 


CARL   PALMGREN 


■^.c.<- 


\  '■■ 


'  UPPSALA   10  0  4 


PRINTED  BY   K.  W.  Al'PELUHUCJ 


ENGLISH  GRADATION-NOUNS 


IN 


THEIR  RELATION  TO  STRONG  VERBS 


CARL   PALMGREN 

PHIL.   I.IC. 


BY  THE  PERMISSION   OF  THE   PHILOSOPHICAL  FACULTY 
OF  THE   UNIVERSITY  OF   UPPSALA 

TO  BE  PUBLICLY   DEFENDED 

IN  LECTURE  ROOM  V 
ON  MAY  7,   1904,  AT   10  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

FOR  THE  DEGREE  OF  DOCTOR  OF  PHILOSOPHY 


UPPSALA  1904 

PRINTED  BY  K.  W.  APPELBEUG 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2008  with  funding  from 

IVIicrosoft  Corporation 


http://www.archive.org/details/englishgradationOOpalmrich 


±  beg  to  take  this  opportimity  of  offering  my  sincerest  tha?iks 
to  my  teacher  in  Germanic  Philology,  Professor  Dr.  Axel 
Erdmann  of  the  University  of  Uppsala,  for  the  interest  he 
lias  inspired  me  zuith,  and  the  encouragement  he  has  given 
me  during  the  course  of  my  academic  studies.  Also  to  Dr. 
Erik  Bjdrkman,  Professor  at  the  University  of  Lund,  my 
thanks  are  due  for  some  valuable  suggestions,  and  help  in 
revising  the  proof-sheets  of  this  thesis.  Finally,  for  assis- 
tance in  the  revision  of  my  language,  I  am  indebted  to  the 
Lektor  of  this   University,  Mr.    G.  E.  Fuhrken,  M.  A. 


ABBREVIATIONS  USED. 


m.  =  masc. 

f.     =^  fem. 

n.    =  neut.   or  noun. 

pres.  t.  =  present  tense. 

pa.  t.  =  past  tense. 

pa.  pple.  =  past  participle. 

fut.  =  future. 

comp.  =  compound. 

obs,  =  obsolete. 

pret.  pres.  =  preterite-present. 

N.  E.  D.  =  A  New  English  Dictionary,  ed.  by  Murra}'. 

E.  D.  D.  =  English  Dialect  Dictionary,  ed.  by  Wright. 

Cent.  D.  =  The  Century  Dictionary. 

Sweet  St.  D.  =  The  Student's  Dictionary  of  Anglo-Saxon. 

„       N.  E.  Gr.  =  New  English  Grammar. 

„       H.  E.  S.  =  History  of  English  Sounds. 
Cook's  Gloss.  --=  A  Glossary  of  the   Old  Northumbrian  Gospels  by  Albert 

S.  Cook. 
SkeatEt.  D.  =  Etymological  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language'. 

„      Cone.  Et.  D,  =  Concise  Etymological  Dictionary  New  Ed. 

„      Princ.  =  Principles  of  English  Etymology. 
P.  B.  B.  =   BeitrSge  zur  Geschichte  der  Deutschen  Sprache  und  Literatur. 
Herausgeg.  v.  Paul  und  Braune. 
Such   abbreviations  as  Shorh.,    Gen.  Ex.  (Middle  English  texts)  are 
the  same  as  used   in   Stratmann-Bradley's  Middle  EngHsh  Dictionary. 
Other  abbreviations  are  self-explaining. 


Introduction. 

In  his  New  English  Grammar,  when  deaUng  with  the 
parts  of  speech,  Dr.  Sweet  mentions  the  phenomenon  that, 
in  Enghsh,  a  word  may  have  the  function  of  more  than  one 
part  of  speech  without  any  change  of  form,  a  phenomenon 
defined  by  him  as  'conversion  of  the  parts  of  speech'. 
Applying  this  to  the  categories  of  noun  and  verb,  he 
speaks  of  ivalk  as  a  converted  noun  \  and  later  on,  in  the 
treatment  of  the  nouns-,  he  makes  use  of  the  same  term 
about  run  and  ride. 

As  a  description  of  what  may  be  conceived  as  actually 
taking  place  in  the  use  of  such  forms,  this  is  doubtless  cor- 
rect; but  the  matter  appears  in  a  different  light  when  we  con- 
sider the  historical  development  that  the  English  vocabulary 
in  its  present  form  has  gone  through.  In  order  to  illustrate 
this,  it  will  be  convenient  to  examine  the  history  of  the 
three  words  above  given.  According  to  Sweet's  analysis 
they  do  not  represent  in  the  actual  language  true  nouns, 
but  are  only  a  particular  use  of  the  verbs  of  the  same  form. 
In  going  back,  however,  to  the  older  stages  of  the  language, 
it  will  be  found  that  all  three  exist  as  independent  noun- 
words,  distinguished  in  form  from  the  corresponding  verbs: 
M.  E.  wale,  renne,  ride  by  the  side  of  walken,  rennen,  fiden. 
The  N.  E.  forms,  with  function  both  of  noun  and  verb,  are, 
therefore,  properly  speaking,  due  to  a  confluence  of  earlier, 
separate  forms.  This  is,  at  least,  the  case  in  the  two  first 
examples,  in  which  the  confluence  occurs  in  accordance  with 

'   §  105.        -   §  166. 
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regular  sound-development;  in  the  third,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  N.  E.  forms  would,  if  regularly  developed,  be  'V/V/,  n.  and 
ride,  vb.;  here,  then,  the  N.  E.  noun  might  be  defined  as 
a  form  of  M.  E.  ride,  transformed  to  similarity  with  the 
verb.  But  the  identity  of  the  M.  E.  and  N.  E.  nouns  in 
this  case  is  difficult  to  establish,  as  it  is  not  certain  whether 
the  former  survived  through  the  M.  E.  period,  and  it  is 
therefore  possible  that  the  latter  is  only  of  Mod.  English 
date,  in  which  case  Sweet's  remark  holds  good  in  the 
present  instance  from  both  the  descriptive  and  the  etymo- 
logical points  of  view. 

These  examples  suggest  that,  when  in  Mod.  English 
a  word  has  the  functions  of  both  noun  and  verb,  this  may 
be  the  result  of  one  or  other  of  certain  different  processes. 
In  the  first  place  two  chief  possibilities  arise:  the  derived 
noun  or  verb  may  either  belong  exclusively  to  the  N.  E. 
period,  or  may  be  traced  further  back.  In  the  former  case 
the  phenomenon  simply  resolves  itself  into  the  conversion 
of  noun  and  verb  above  referred  to,  as  in  these  cases  there 
has  never  been  a  formal  difference  between  the  two  parts 
of  speech.  But  when,  as  in  the  two  first  examples,  the 
N.  E.  form  is  the  result  of  a  confluent  development  of  two 
noun-  and  verb-forms  formerly  separate,  this  process,  as  will 
be  seen,  is  of  quite  a  different  nature,  although  the  cases 
belonging  to  one  or  the  other  category  present  no  apparent 
difference  in  N.  E.  In  certain  cases  a  word  may  even 
prove,  when  we  trace  its  history,  to  fall  under  both  cate- 
gories, as  may  be  inferred  from  its  differing  senses.  Such 
a  word  is  N.  E.  smoke,  n.  and  vb.  In  the  sense  of  'fume, 
vapours'  the  noun  belongs  to  the  second  category,  being 
due  to  the  confluence  of  M.  E.  smoke  and  smokien,  O.  E. 
smoca  and  sniocian\  in  the  sense  of  'the  act  of  smoking 
tobacco'  (in  the  phrase  to  have  a  smoke'),  on  the  other 
hand,  the  noun  is  a  late  formation  from  the  verb,  hence 
a  converted   noun. 


But  although  there  is,  thus,  a  marked  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  phenomena  now  described,  we  may  fairly 
assume  that  a  certain  link  has  been  established  between 
them,  in  so  far  as  the  cases  of  confluence  seem  to  have 
to  a  great  extent  been  effective  in  producing  the  relations 
between  noun  and  verb  that  prevail  in  Mod.  English.  We  shall, 
then,  have  to  examine  what  causes  this  convergent  develop- 
ment is  to  be  ascribed  to.  The  principal,  factor  to  be 
considered  here  is,  no  doubt,  the  dropping  of  final  termina- 
tions in  M.  E.,  giving  rise  to  the  monosyllabic  type  of  speech 
prevailing  in  N.  E.;  owing  to  this,  forms  such  as  M.  E.  luve 
and  luvien  became  levelled  under  N.  E.  love,  and  this  uni- 
formity, obliterating  the  former  distinction  between  the  two 
parts  of  speech,  then  paved  the  way  for  the  extensive  chang- 
ing in  Mod.  English  of  a  noun  into  a  verb  and  vice  versa. 

But  there  is  also  another  point  in  the  example  cited 
to  be  considered,  viz.  the  conformity  of  stem-syllable  in 
noun  and  verb.  The  frequency  of  this  conformity  during 
the  older  periods  in  the  word-pairs  here  in  question  is  a 
factor  which  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  for  the  development 
in  N.  E.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  presupposed  as  a 
matter  of  course,  in  every  case  of  confluence  of  the  love- 
type.  But,  besides  that,  in  the  conformity  pointed  out  there 
may  be  sought  the  origin  of  another  course  of  develop- 
ment, the  effects  of  which  are  to  be  frequently  observed 
in  the  modern  language.  Such  a  process  takes  place  when 
the  word-group,  to  which  the  N.  E.  form  goes  back,  consists 
of  two  such  forms  as  would,  if  regularly  developed,  be 
even  now  distinguished  in  N.  E.,  but  in  which  the  sound- 
change  is  broken  by  an  irregular  levelling-process,  one  of 
the  forms  being  influenced  by  the  other,  so  as  to  result  in 
a  single  N.  E.  form,  identical  with  the  one  that  would  have 
or  has  developed  according  to  sound-laws.  As  the  considera- 
tion of  this  process  has  been  to  a  certain  extent  a  deter- 
minating factor  for  the  scope  and  treatment  of  the  material 


in  the  following  treatise,  a  somewhat  detailed  investigation 
of  its  operation  will  be  given  in  this  place.  It  may  be 
defined  in  this  way:  from  a  word-group,  consisting  of  a 
noun  and  a  verb,  which  are  distinguished  in  form  in  O.  E., 
a  new^  form  is  created  during  the  M.  E.  period  (sporadically 
in  O.  E.)  which  —  apart  from  a  difference  as  to  the  ending 
—  harmonizes  with  one  of  the  older  forms  and  gradually 
supplants  the  other  in  the  literary  language. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  in  which  this  phenomenon 
is  to  be  observed,  the  etymological  relation  between  the  two 
forms  is  that  of  a  noun  and  its  derived  verb;  the  few 
exceptions  to  this  will  be  dealt  with  in  another  connection. 
In  order  to  obtain  a  survey  of  the  various  ways  in  which  it 
asserts  itself,  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  back  to  those  deri- 
vative processes  in  O.  E.  which  must  be  taken  into  account 
when  dealing  with  this  point. 

The  denominative  verbs  in  O.  E.  are  partly  of  the 
first,  partly  of  the  second  class  of  weak  verbs.  Of  the  two 
ways  of  forming  these  verbs  the  commoner  by  far  is  that 
of  the  second  class,  occurring  in  nearly  two  thirds  of  the 
whole  number  of  cases.  This  is  the  O.  E.  type  that  cor- 
responds to  the  conversion  of  nouns  into  verbs  in  N.  E. 
Just  as  in  O.  E.  the  nouns  fti^ol,  (Brende  by  this  process 
were  made  use  of  to  form  the  verbs  fti'^lian,  (krendian,  so 
in  a  similar  manner  N.  E.  nouns  like  bird,  foot,  shop  are 
converted  into  verbs  of  the  same  form,  without  there  ever 
having  existed  —  as  far  as  we  know  —  any  O.  E.*  hrid- 
dian,  M.  E.  ^'bridden  etc.  The  numerical  superiority  of  such 
verbs  in  O.  E.  to  those  of  the  first  class  must  be  kept  in 
view,  as  having  no  doubt  essentially  contributed  to  the  de- 
velopment of  these  latter  (see  below).  Sometimes  both  ways 
of  formation  are  represented  in  the  same  word-group.  Such 
cases  are  e.  g.  O.  ¥..  spearca  —  spi^rcan,  spearcian,  ccap  — 
ciepan,  ceapian  ^     In  these  examples  we  may  also  see  the 

'   See  Marg.   Sweet,  Anier.  Journal  of  Philol.    14,    1893,  p.   429  ff. 


difiference  of  vowel-relation  between  noun  and  verb  in  the 
two  classes,  marked  by  the  presence  in  the  former  of  the 
/-mutation  in  its  different  varieties.  There  thus  arise  two 
groups  of  cases,  according  as  the  noun  and  verb  have  the 
same  stem-vowel  or  not.  This  distinction  generally  coin- 
cides with  that  of  the  two  verbal  classes,  but  to  the  first 
group  must  also  be  reckoned  those  verbs  of  Class  I  derived 
from  nouns,  the  vowel  of  which  is  either  already  mutated 
or  not  subject  to  mutation,  as  is  the  case  e.  g.  in  such 
pairs  as  d(Bl  —  dcelan,  e^c^  —  ^cZan,  tid  —  tidan,  hyr  —  hyran. 
Our  first  concern  will  now^  be  to  examine  the  form-rela- 
tions between  the  components  in  each  of  these  groups, 
and  especially  to  discover  the  extent  to  which  differences 
that  occur  are  levelled  by  analogy,  with  the  result  that 
the  corresponding  forms  in  Mod.  English  have  the  appea- 
rance of  cases  of  conversion  of  the  same  kind  as  bird, 
foot  etc. 

Turning,  then,  to  the  preponderant  group  (i.  e.  the  one 
composed  of  an  O.  E.  noun  and  a  corresponding  verb  in 
-iafi),  we  find  that  the  uninterrupted  development  of  the 
two  parts  of  speech  generally  results  in  a  normal  blending 
of  forms.  Examples  of  this  are  presented  e.  g.  by  the  fol- 
lowing N.  E.  words:  bed,  care,  din,  end,  harm,  mark,  name, 
shame,  ivonder,  as  is  shown  by  going  back  to  the  older 
forms  M.  E.  bed — beddien,  care  —  carien,  O.  E.  b^dd  — 
b^ddian,  c{e)aru  —  c(e)arian  etc.  But  the  process  has  not 
taken  this  course  in  all  cases.  There  is  a  certain  set  of 
examples  in  which  the  N.  E.  form^  based  upon  a  word- 
group  of  the  kind,  presupposes  a  levelling  of  an  abnormal 
nature,  viz.  when  the  O.  E.  verb  is  derived  from  a  noun 
with  a  long  stem-vowel  and  syllabic  /,  n,  or  r,  as  in  the 
word-pairs  hus{e)l  —  hiislia?t,  brid[e)l  — ■  bridlian,  tdc[e)n  — 
tdcnian.  In  accordance  with  the  treatment  of  secondary 
vowels   in  O.  E.  ^  these  verbs  must  have  a  short  vowel  in 


Siev.  Gr."  §  148, 


M.  E.,  and  this  is  also  proved  by  such  spelUngs  as //<9^^//, 
hoslen  Rob.  Gl,  Hav.,  bitockneb  A.  R.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  forms  huslenn,  bridlenn,  tacnenn  in  Orm  show 
that  the  abnormal  levelling  seen  in  N.  E.  hoiisel,  bridle, 
betoken  took  place  as  early  as  the  13*^  century.  Still,  the 
process  is  not  carried  out  uniformly:  O.  E.  beac[e)n  and 
beacnian  (also  biecnan)  are  N.  E.  beacon  and  beckon  (M.  E. 
beckonen  D.  Troy,  bekke  Chauc;  see  N.  E.  D.  beck)\  on  the 
other  hand  N.  E.  iveapon  (O.  E.  ivdepen,  zvdepnian),  if  due  to 
the  same  cause,  shows  the  levelling  carried  out  in  the  con- 
trary direction  to  that  in  the  other  cases  ^ 

The  cases  of  levelling  by  analogy  in  the  group 
just  dealt  with  have  thus  been  found  to  be  limited  to  the 
suppression  in  certain  cases  of  differences  of  vowel-quan- 
tity in  the  noun  and  verb  by  the  adoption  of  the  same 
quantity  in  both.  This  process  naturally  appears  as  a  con- 
sequence of  the  development,  pointed  out  above,  of  the 
group  as  a  w^hole,  and  this  circumstance  is  also  to  be  kept 
in  view,  when  we  pass  on  to  examine  the  second  group 
alluded  to. 

When  a  weak  verb  of  Class  I  is  formed  from  a  noun 
in  O.  E.,  the  form-relation  between  the  stem-vowel  of  the 
two  parts  of  speech  necessarily  becomes  of  a  more  varied 
nature  than  is  the  case  in  Class  II,  as  is  natural  from  the 
different  vowel-modifications,  caused  by  mutation.  The 
development,  when  it  is  due  solely  to  sound-change,  may 
therefore  be  expected  to  be  of  an  essentially  divergent 
nature,  resulting  in  two  distinct  forms,  in  contrast  to  what 
takes  place  in  the  preceding  group.  How  far  this  is  con- 
firmed by  the  representation  of  the  various  forms  in 
N.  E.  will  be  seen  from  the  following  account.  But  here, 
too,  we  must  first  establish  a  normal  confluence  of  noun  and 
verb;  this  is  the  case,  in  the  first  place,  when  there  is  no 
original  difference  of  vowel,  as  in  ddel — dcklan  (see  above), 

'   Morsb.  Gr.  §  60,  Note  i,  a.  b.    and  Schriftspr.  Anh.  II,  2  pp.  179,  80. 


further  when  the  vowels  of  the  two  forms  are  such  as  give 
the  same  result  in  Mod.  Engl.  As  an  example  of  the 
latter  kind  may  be  cited  O.  E.  steam  —  stieman,  Angl. 
steman  >  M.  E.  si{fn  —  stemen  >  N.  E.  steani\  a  similar 
interpretation  may  be  given  of  N.  E.  dream  (O.  E.  '^dream 
—  '^^drieman,  '''-e-  and  heap  (O.  E.  heap  —  behiepan,  he  apian). 
In  N.  E.  team,  n.,  teem,  vb.  (O.  E.  team  —  tieman)  the  original 
distinction  is  kept  in  the  orthography. 

Apart  from  these  instances,  however,  the  phonological 
divergencies  between  noun  and  verb  are  such  as  would 
give  different  forms  according  to  the  regular  sound-develop- 
ment. But  here  an  extensive  series  of  levellings  by  analogy 
have  taken  place,  the  different  phases  of  which  will  be  re- 
cognized more  clearly,  if  we  present  a  short  summary  of 
the  various  kinds  of  word-pairs  that  arise  from  the  vowel- 
modification  in  the  derived  verb. 

I.    a{ed)  —  ?(/'?);  type  land — Ipidan. 

This  type  is  only  preserved,  as  it  seems,  in  the  pairs 
tale  —  tell,  sale  —  sell,  O.  E.  taltc  —  t^llan,  salu  —  s^llan,  in 
w^hich  the  mutation  is  combined  with  consonant-doubling, 
making  the  differentiation  of  form  more  pronounced.  In  the 
other  cases  belonging  to  this  type  levelling  has  taken  place: 
the  unmutated  vowel  of  the  noun  has  been  extended  to  the 
verb.  In  two  examples  the  process  has  been  the  inverse, 
the  verb-form  having  here  asserted  itself  at  the  expense  of 
the  original  noun.  The  phenomenon  is  illustrated  by  the 
following  instances^: 

O.  E.  camb  —  ce^mban  'to  comb'  >  M.  E.  kemben  and 
kQm(b)en  M.  Arth.,  Trev.  >  N.  E.  comb  n.  and  vb.  -  —  kemb 
vb.  still  survived  in  the  earlier  N.  E. 

O.  E.  '-'damm  —  ford^mman  'shut  up'  >  M.  E.  dam  — 

^  A  collection    of    examples    partly    coinciding  with  this  one  is  given 
by  Koeppel,  Arch.  f.   d.   n.  Spr.   CVI  p.  31   ff. 
-    Koeppel  p.  31. 
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demfnen  >  N.  E.  dam  n.  and  vb.  (i6^^  cent.).  The  O.  E.  noun, 
although  not  found,  is  presupposed  by  the  derived  verb. 

O.  E.  hand —  z^h^ndan  'hold'  >  M.  E.,  hcnden  'take 
by  the  hand,  capture'  >  N.  E.  hand  n.  and  vb  (Shaksp.). 
The  N.  E.  D.  does  not  admit  the  identity  of  the  O.  E.  and 
N.  E.  verbs,  probably  on  account  of  their  difference  of 
meaning.  But  the  sense  'hold,  grasp',  although  obsolete  in 
Mod.  English  is  common  to  both  verbs.  The  Cent,  D.  also 
remarks  under  hend\  »the  verb  is  a  doublet  of  hand  v.,  m 
which  there  is  a  reversion  to  the  original  vowel ». 

O.  E.  land —  l^ndan  'go,  arrive;  endow  with  land'  > 
M.  E.  lenden  'land,    arrive'    and   landen    'land'   Pr.  P.,    Trev. 

>  N.  E.  land  n.  and  vb.  O.  E.  had  also  an  isolated  ^e- 
landod  'having  estates'. 

O.  E.  sealt  —  si^ltan,  Angl.  seltan  'to  salt'  >  M.  E. 
silten,  selten  and  salien  Pr.  P.,  Mand.  >  N.  E.  sali  n.  and  vb. 
The  verb  still  keeps  in  M.  E.  the  inflection  handed  down 
from  O.  E.,  as  seen  by  the  pa.  t.  forms  selte,  silte,  salte 
L.  H.  R.,  but  by  the  side  of  these  there  also  appear  the 
pa.  pples.  salted,  saltid  C.  M.,  Wicl.  (cf.  O.  E.  unsilt,  imle- 
silt)  with  the  endings  of  the  N.  E.  verb. 

O.  E.  steall  —  anstyllan,  "^-sti^llan,  Angl.  '^-stellan  'put 
in  stair  >  M.  E.  stallen  A.  P.,  Shor.,  Alex.  (Sk.)  >  N.  E. 
siall  n.  and  vb.  Stratmann  gives  a  hypothetical  O.  E. 
steallian.  In  M.  E.  there  also  appears  the  derivative  for- 
stallen  Langl.,  E.  G.  'to  forestall'  to  M.  E.  for-stal,  O.  Y..for[e)- 
steall.  N.  E.  install,  on  the  other  hand,  is  of  Romance 
origin. 

O.  E.  szvearm  —  swi^rman,  Angl.  '^swerman  'to  swarm' 

>  M.  E.  swermen  and  swarmen  Pr.  P.,  >  N.  E.  swarm  n.  and 
vb.  The  later  form  of  the  verb,  for  which  the  older 
swermen  is  only  found  once  (Chauc.  Prol.  to  Somn.  Tale), 
as  a  variant  of  it,  is  probably  due  to  the  influence  of  the 
noun.  It  is  true  that  its  vowel  might  also  be  considered  as 
due    to    the    change   of  ^>^  before  ;- -f  cons.  (15^^  cent.), 


a  change  already  exemplified  in  Chaucer  \  but  as  the  ^-form 
is  already  found  as  early  as  Rich.  Coer  de  L.ion,  it  is 
with  greater  probability  to  be  interpreted  in  the  way  here 
suggested. 

In  the  cases  just  quoted  the  course  of  the  process 
has  been  the  same,  the  levelling  having  started  from  the 
noun,  which  has  thus  become  the  common  form  for  both 
parts  of  speech.  In  the  following  cases  the  development 
goes  in  the  contrary  direction: 

O.  E.  daru  'harm,  damage'  —  dorian  >  M.  E.  darr 
(N.  E.  D.  see  dere)  and  dere  Gen.    Ex.,  Fer.,  Iw.'^. 

O.  E.  wantm  'stain'  —  wpnman  'defile'  >  M.  E.  wem.^^ 
Kluge*,  in  mentioning  the  process  in  question,  speaks  of 
O.  E.  wanun  as  a  verbal  noun  of  the  same  kind  as  cyme, 
niyne  etc.  This  cannot  be  correct,  both  form  and  meaning 
proving  the  noun  to  be  the  primary  word. 

2.     a  —  (B\  type  Idr  —  loeran. 

The  few  instances  of  this  vowel-pair  all  seem  to  be 
subject  to  levelling  as  far  as  they  survive  in  N.  E.  The 
noun-form  has  supplanted  that  of  the  verb  in 

O.  E.  fdm  — fmnan  'to  foam'  >  M.  E.  f^men  and 
famen,  fqmen  >  N.  E.   foam  n.  and  vb.'' 

O.  E.  Stan  —  stcenan  'to  stone'  >  M.  E.  st^nen  and 
stanen,  sfqnen  >  N.  E.   stone  n.   and  vb. 

In  these  two  cases  the  appearance  of  the  levelled  form 
seems  originally  to  be  only  of  a  local  character;  it  is  mostly 
found  in  the  North  and  Midland  (foinin  Pr.  Y.,fometh  WicL; 
Stan  C.  M.,  stonin  Pr.  P.),  while  the  older  forms  are  generally 
kept  in  the  South  {femin  Jul.,  vemde  Rob.  Gl. ;  stene 
Ayenb.,  stenede    A.  R.,    istenet  Jul.);   here    the  verb    stean, 

^  Kluge  Grdi.-  p.   1037,  ten  Brink   Chauc.  Spr.  §  48,  V. 
^  Koeppel  p.  38.  ^  Koeppel  p.   40. 

*  Grdr.  p.    1030. 
^  Koeppel  p.   32. 
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steen  still  occurs  in  the  sense  'to  fit  with  stones'  (Halliwell), 
a  sense  already  found  in  the  O.  E.  verb.  —  On  the  other 
hand  the  Mod.  Engl.  dial,  and  Scotch  forms  of  the  nouns 
appear  til?,  feim,f erne,  stean^\  these  are  hardly  to  be  explain- 
ed, by  the  way,  as  due  to  an  inverted  levelling  from  the 
verb,  but  represent  —  at  least  in  part  —  a  dialectal  de- 
velopment of  O.  E.  d  (for  the  common  Northern  a\  written 
ai,  a  —  e),  which  has  been  frequently  pointed  out  before'-. 
The  verb-form  has  supplanted  that  of  the  noun  in 
O.  E.  swat  'sweat'  —  szvCBtan  >  M.  E.  swdte,  siuQte  and 
swqte  Pr.  P.,  Wr.-Wiilck.,  Caxton-'',  swetie  >  N.  E.  sweat  v\. 
and  vb.^  The  form  with  vowel-shortening,  which  also  occurs 
in  Caxton,  in  the  Wenefreda-Legend  ^,  is  of  course  also  due 
to  the  verb,  in  which  the  shortening  was  induced  by  the 
pa.  t.  swette^\ 

3.     e  —  /;  type  O.  E.  se"^! — simian  (and  se'^Uari). 

This  type,  comprising  the  cases  of  Teutonic  /-muta- 
tion, is  also  levelled  in  the  O.  E.  instances  found;  the  form 
that  has  prevailed  here  is  that  of  the  noun  alone. 

O.  E.  feper  —  ^efiperian  'to  feather'  >  M.  E.  i-fiderien 
and  federien  Trev.,  Will.  >  N.  E.  feather  n.  and  vb.  This 
levelling  is  already  found  in  O.  E.,  as  shown  by  the  pa. 
pple.  unlefeperedne  'inplumen'  Wr.-Wiilck.  427. I6.  In  M.  E. 
the  only  example  of  the  old  form  of  the  verb  is  i-vibered 
A.  R.  by  the  side  of  uedren. 

O.  E.  nest  —  nistan  'to  build  a  nest'  >  M.  E.  nestien  > 
N.  E.  nest  n.  and  vb.    Here  another  factor  is  also  admiss- 

*  Jamieson  feini;  E.  D.  D.  foam,  stean. 

-  Ellis,    Early    Engl.    Proiiunc.    V.    496.    712;    Heslop,    Northumberl. 
Words;  Atkinson,  Cleveland   Dial. 
■'  ROmstedt  p.   ar. 

■*   Koeppel  p.   46;   Morsb.   Gr.  §    137;   Storm,   Engl.   Philol.   p.  30. 
''  Angl.  III.   297.4s;  Holthausen   in   Lit.   blatt   1891,  p.  340. 
'■'  Morsb.   Gr.  §  54.     Notes   1.   5. 
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ible  to  account  for  the  M.  E.,  N.  E.  forms,  viz.  the  O.  E. 
derivative  nestlian,  M.  E.,  N.  E.  nesfle(n);  an  influence  of 
the  one  verb  on  the  other  is  the  more  probable,  as  O.  E. 
nistan  also  appears  with  /-suffix:  nistlan. 

[O.  E.  reyt  —  rinan  'to  rain'  >  M.  E.  innen  and  reinen 
>  N.  E.  rain  n.  and  vb.  The  assumption  of  a  levelling 
here  is  rendered  less  necessary  by  the  existence  of  the  O.  E. 
forms  reyti'^a,  re^nap  (Cook's  Gloss.),  renian,  renode  Blickl. 
Hom.;  it  is  true  that  these  may  be  considered,  as  Koeppel 
suggests  on  p.  33,  as  new- formations  to  reyt,  but  they  can 
equally  well  be  derivatives  parallel  with  finan,  a  process 
alluded  to  above,  and  which  is  here  also  seen  in  the  case 
of  se^l  —  simian,  se7^lian\ 

In  the  following  instance  the  mutation  is  combined 
with  variation  in  the  stem-vowel  of  the  verb,  giving  the 
type  e  —  /  —  y: 

O.  E.  tveorc  —  wircan  (Merc.) —  wyrcean^  North,  ivyrca^ 
'to  work'  >  M.  E.  wiirchen  (ii),  -e-,  -0-,  and  werken,  -i-  > 
N.  E.  work  n.  and  vb.-  The  noun  is  here  supposed  by 
Koeppel  and  Sweet ^  to  have  influenced  the  verb;  to  what 
extent,  however,  it  seems  diff"icult  to  ascertain.  This  pre- 
sumption is  most  natural  for  the  stopped  sound  of  the  verb-*. 
The  ^-forms,  on  the  other  hand,  with  the  sound-value  of 
u,  which  are  also  those  continued  down  to  N.  E.,  are  attri- 
butable to  the  late  0.  E,  change  of  zvyr  +  cons.  >  wui^-^^, 
and  the  adoption  of  this  spelling  in  N.  E.  may  rather  be 
considered  as  having  started  from  the  verb. 

4-     0 — y;  type  O.  E.  bold — '^byldan,  M.  E.  bulden, 
N.  E.  build. 
The    regular   development  is  seen  in  the  N.  E.   pairs 
gold  —  gild,  knot —  knit,  but  with  these  exceptions  levelling 

^  Siev.  Gr.  §   i6^.2.         -  Koeppel  p.  34. 

3  N.E.  Gr.  §    1338.  •  .So  also  Sweet  H.  E.  S.  §   741. 

"  Kluge   Grdr.   p.    1043. 
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seems  to  be  the  rule,  either  in  favour  of  the  noun  or  the 
verb.     The  former  case  is  found  in: 

O.  E.  stor^n  —  styrman  'to  storm'  >  M.  E.  sturmen  (il) 
and  stormen  >  N.  E.  storm  n.  and  vb.  The  younger  form  of 
the  verb,  for  which  Stratmann  only  has  the  quotation  storm- 
inge  Chauc,  is  also  found  in  P.  PL:  to  stovme  and  to  scolde. 

[O.  E.  leoc  —  iucian  'to  yoke'  >  M.  E.  y^ken  >  N.  E. 
yoke  n.  and  vb.  The  O.  E.  verb-form  to  be  expected  would 
be  *iuccan,  of  which  mcian  seems  to  be  a  late  W.  S.  form^; 
this  is  also  made  probable  by  its  appearance  in  Aelfric. 
According  to  Sweet  there  is  also  an  O.  E.  '^eocian,  which 
may  then  be  the  form  surviving  into  M.  E  ;  it  may  be  regarded 
in  the  same  way  as  reyti'^a,  renian  (above),  but  it  may  also 
be  explained  as  nothing  but  a  variant  of  iucian,  owing  to 
the  treatment  of  the  group  jn  in  O.  E.^.] 

The  levelling  has  had  the  opposite  direction  in  the 
case  of: 

O.  E.  coss  'kiss'  —  cyssan  >  M.  E.  kos,  kus(s;  on 
the  sound-value  of  ti  here,  see  N.  E.  D.  kiss)  and  kysse, 
-I-  Pr.  P.  >  N.  E.  kiss  n.  and  vb.-^  M.  E.  his  is  ascribed  by 
Morsbach*  to  an  O.  E.  interchange  of  u  —  o:  but  it  may 
also  have  been  created  on  the  model  of  pairs  like  O.  E. 
lust  —  lystan  (see  below).  In  Pr.  P.  it  is  found  by  the  side 
of  the  levelled  form:  cus  or  kysse  'osculum'. 

In  the  following  example  the  great  variety  of  M.  E. 
forms  together  with  the  unsettledness  of  the  M.  E.  ortho- 
graphy make  it  difficult  to  ascertain  whether  or  to  what 
extent  the  process  in  question  has  taken  place: 

O.  E.  morpor  'murder'  —  myrpran  >  M.  E.  ^norther, 
murther  n.,  mtirthren  (ii),  mirthren,  morthren  vb.  >  N.  E. 
murder  n.  and  vb.  The  case  is  interpreted  in  different 
ways  by  Morsbach  on  the  one  hand  and  by  Sweet  and 
Koeppel    on   the  other ^.     If  a  levelling  is  to  be  supposed 

'  Siev.  Gr.  §  400  Note  3.  -  Siev.  Gr.  §   74-         ^  Koeppel  p.  38. 


13 

here,  which  does  not,  however,  seem  necessary,  if  the 
sound-changes  assumed  of  M.  E.  o,  y  >  u  after  a  labial 
are  sufficiently  justified,  it  will  have  to  be  considered  as 
Koeppel  suggests,  as  starting  from  the  more  frequent, 
unambiguous  ^/-forms  of  the  verb. 

5.     6  —  e;  type  blod — bledan. 

This  is  the  mutation-type  best  preserved  of  all;  the 
interchange  of  vowel  is  here  kept  as  a  rule,  as  seen  by 
the  N.  E.  pairs  blood — bleed,  brood — breed,  food — feed, 
doom  —  deem;  in  the  last  case,  however,  there  is  a  restric- 
tion to  be  pointed  out:  M.  E.  dhnefi  in  the  sense  'condemn' 
[:  and  demen  me  to  deade  Jul.)  is  N.  E.  doom,  and  similarly 
yi.^.  Jlod — fleden  (O.  E.  '''fledan,  fledini)  is  represented 
in  N.  E.  by  the  form  flood. 

In  only  one  case  apparently  is  there  a  levelling  which 
can  be  traced  back  to  the  M.  E.   period: 

O.  E.  bot  —  bctan  'to  make  good,  amend'  >  M.  E. 
beten  and  boten  Am.  &  Amil  ,  Egl.  >  N.  E.  booi  n.  and  vb, 
(impers.) 

The  levelled  verb-form  is  here  originally  only  dialectal, 
starting  from  the  South  and  spreading  from  there  upwards; 
in  Northern  Engl,  and  Scotch  beet  is  still  in  frequent  use. 
(N.  E.  D.,  E.  D.  D.);  cf.  foam,  stone,  above.  The  imper- 
sonal use  of  the  N.  E.  verb  goes  back  to  the  M.  E.  [:  it 
botes  not  Roland,  me  botis  not  D.   Troy]. 

6.     n  —  y-^  types  hist — lystan,  rum  —  ryman. 

Apart  from  the  first  type,  which  is  preserved  in  N.  E. 
as  lust — list  (by  the  side  of  hist  M.  E.  lusten'^),  the  cases 
that  belong  here  as  a  rule  show  the  noun-form  extended 
to  the  verb;  the  opposite  course  is  only  found  in  two 
examples. 

^  Morsb.   Gr.  §    129  Note  4.2. 


a.  u — y, 

O.  E.  durf^  —  dynian  'to  dung'  >  M.  E.  dungen,  PrP., 
Chauc.  >  N.  E.   dung  n.   and  vb. 

The  O.  E.  verb  is  given  with  an  asterisk  by  Sweet, 
St.  D.,  but  it  is  found  Oros.  I.  iii  [hit  (pcet  land)  fwrnie  mid 
dam  (flode)  ^edyjf^td  zveard].  In  M.  E.  there  are,  however, 
no  traces  of  it;  the  ^-forms  which  appear  here  cannot  be 
interpreted  as  containing  O.  E.  y.  The  N.  E.  D.  leaves  un- 
decided whether  the  O.  E.  and  M.  E.  form  are  identical 
[:  >^dung,  vb.  in  M.  E.  assimilated  to  or  formed  anew  from 
the  sb.»] 

O.  E.  hunior  —  hynyan  'to  hunger'  >  M.  E.  hungrcn 
(it),  hengren,  hingrcn  and  hungren  O.,  Langl.,  C.  M.  hongren 
Lyr.   P.  >  N.  E.  hunger  n.  and  vb.^ 

O.  E.  pund  'enclosure,  pound'  — pyndan  'shut  up,  con- 
fine' >  M.  E.  piinden  (it),  fmden  >  N.  E.  pound  (Shaksp.)  n. 
and  vb. 

Sweet,  St.  D.  here  again  puts  an  asterisk,  viz.  for  O.  E. 
pund;  already  the  Corp.  Glosses,  however,  have /;/«</ 'praeso- 
rium'^.  Besides  this  occurs  the  comp.  pnndfald'^,  M.  E. 
poundfalde    pinfold'. 

b.  //  —  y. 

O.  P2.  7iim  'space,  room'  —  ryman  'make  room,  en- 
large, retire'  >  M.  E.  riimcn,  -i-,  -c-  and  roumen,  -u-.  Langl., 
C.  M.  —  O.  E.  riimian  cannot  be  taken  into  account  owing 
to  its  different  meaning;  noi;^can  N.  E.  room  vb.  be  identi- 
fied with  the  M.  E.  verb  for  the  same  reason. 

O.  E.  scHid —  scry  dan  'dress  (oneself),  clothe'  >  M.  \i. 
schrilden,   -1-,  -e-  and   schrouden  >  N.  E.  shroud  n.   and  vb.^ 

Koeppel's  assertion  that  the  levelling  is  only  of  N.  E. 
date  is  not  correct;  in  C.  M.  there  appears  scr/td,  inf. 
\'.  prud\  and  Chaucer  has  the  pple.  schroudcd  Rom.  of  the 
Rose. 

'  Koeppel  p.  33.  -'  Wr.-Willck  41.  a?  and  Note. 

"  P.B.  B.   XI.  351.  »  Koeppel  p.  33- 
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Note.  Such  cases  as  M.  E.  hidren  for  tiidreyi,  -/-,  tunen 
for  tiinen^  are  disregarded  here,  as  they  only  appear  as 
sporadic  by-forms  to  the  older  ones  and  have  left  no  traces 
in  the  later  language. 

The  cases  referred  to  above,  in  which  the  noun  has 
been  levelled  to  the  verb  are: 

O.  E.  Imrst  'thirst'  —  pyrstan  >  M.  E.  thurst,  thorst 
and  ihlrst  O.,  Pr.  P.  >  N.  E.   ihirsi  n.   and  vb.'- 

O.  Y..  wiisc  (in  the  comp.  iviisc-bcavn  'filiolus'  Cook's 
Gloss.)  —  ivyscan  >  M.  E.  wusch  and  wlsch  Mand.  >  N.  Y. 
wish  n.  and  vb.  For  references,  see  the  preceding  case.  — 
The  process  in  this  example  is  still  unsettled  in  M.  E.,  there 
being  also  forms  of  the  verb  influenced  by  the  noun: 
wtische  Langl.  A.  \wisshc  B].  Pr.  P.  has  %v7ischin  by  the  side 
of  ivischin  'opto'.  While  in  literary  English  the  levelling 
has  taken  place  in  favour  of  the  verb,  in  Mod.  Scotch  the 
other  tendency  has  prevailed,  the  form  for  noun  and  verb 
being  here  zvuss'^. 

7.    ca  —  ie;  type  steam  —  stieman. 

Although  the  word-pairs  of  this  type,  as  pointed  out 
above,  generally  result  in  a  confluence  in  accordance  with 
sound-laws,  still  there  are  one.  or  two  cases  in  which  the 
process  in  question  may  be  observed  or  at  least  presupposed. 

O.  E.  leapor  'lather'  —  Uelnan,  Angl.  lepran  to  lather' 
>  M.  E.  leberien,  -2- >  N.  E.  laiher,  n.  and  vb.  (16^^  cent.). 

O.  E.  leleafa  'belief  —  ^eliefan,  -Ivfan  >  M.  E.  i-l'lt^e 
and  6//^ye  >  N.  E.  belief  v\.  believe  vb.^ 

In  the  last  example  a  sound-substitution  occurs  of 
a  kind  different  to  that  just  described,  consisting  in  a  diffe- 
rentiation of  form  as  seen  in  the  N.  E.  pair  belief —  believe,  in 
which  the  interchange  of/ — v  is  against  the  regular  sound- 
development.     This    phenomenon   suggests   a   few  remarks 

^  Koeppel  p.  34.  -  Kocppel  p.   40;  Morsb.   Gr.   §    124  Note   i 

^  Skeat,  Princ.  I,   §    197.  ^   Koeppel  p.   37. 
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on  the  treatment  of  the  final  stem-consonant  in  the  word- 
pairs  here  in  question.  —  When  a  verb  was  derived  from  a 
noun  in  the  periods  of  preserved  final  endings,  there  arose 
a  contrast  between  medial  and  final  sound,  reflected  in  an 
interchange  of  voiced  and  voiceless  consonant.  In  the 
historical  development  of  this  relation,  which  may  already 
have  existed  in  O.  E.  ^,  a  tendency  quite  opposed  to  that 
stated  for  the  stem-vowel  has  prevailed :  the  original  diife- 
rence  of  consonant  has  been  preserved  without  a  single  ex- 
ception, as  it  seems,  in  M.  E.  and  N.  E.,  although  for  the  for- 
mer period  the  actual  conditions  cannot  be  fully  ascertained'-. 
In  N.  E.  it  is  especially  in  the  pairs  of  spirants  j5  —  d,  s  —  .c, 
/ —  7^  that  it  is  found,  and  it  has  here  to  a  certain  degree 
developed  into  a  distinctive  mark  between  noun  and  verb 
of  a  similar  kind  to  the  interchange  of  stress  in  words  of 
Romance  origin  like  comment — comment^  protest — protest, 
etc.  Under  this  head  belong  such  cases  as  N.  E.  calf —  calve, 
(O.  E.  cealfian)^  house  — -  house[z)  (O.  E.  husiari),  breath  — 
breathe  (M.  E.  brethen),  sheath  —  sheathe'^.  If,  as  in  the  last 
case,  the  verb  is  only  of  N.  E.  date,  the  general  development 
points  to  the  presumable  conclusion  that  it  had  the  voiced 
sound  already  from  its  first  appearance.  Skeat's  assertion^ 
that  sheath  and  sheathe  originally  had  the  same  pronun- 
ciation seems,  therefore,  very  improbable.  —  In  other  ca- 
ses the  difference  in  consonants  is  combined  with  a  difTe- 
rence  of  vowel,  as  in  bath  —  bathe  (O.  E.  banian),  grass  — 
graze  (O.  E.  grasian),  cloth  —  clothe  (O.  E.  cld^ian),  glass  — 
glaze  (M.  E.  glasieri).  —  From  what  has  been  stated  above 
the  substitution  of  N.  E.  belief  for  M.  E.  bilevc  will  be  easily 
explained,  as  having  been  carried  out  on  the  model  of 
the  frequent  pairs  existing  before.  The  process  is  also 
found  outside  the  native  element,  as  seen  by  N.  E.  proof  for 
M.  E.  prove^  in  contrast  to  the  verb  M.  E.  proven^  see 
however  also  Koeppel  p.  39. 

*  Siev.   Gr.  §§  200.  203.  '"  Kluge  Grdr.  p.   1005  ff. 

■"'  Kluge  Grdr.  p.   1009  — 11.    14.   15.  ^  Et.  D. 
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Although,  thus,  a  strict  keeping  apart  in  the  respect 
mentioned  of  noun  and  verb  has  been  pointed  out,  there 
are  a  few  cases  in  which  the  verb  has  a  voiceless  conso- 
nant, where  one  might  perhaps  expect  to  find  voiced. 
Two  such  verbs  are  N.  E.  curse,  horse  (O.  E.  airsian,  hors- 
ian).  That  the  consonant  was  voiceless  here  already  in 
M.  E.  is  made  probable  by  such  spellings  as  curce  C.  M., 
currsesst  O.,  and  it  is  therefore  an  open  question,  whether 
s  in  the  combination  rs  has  ever  been  voiced.  —  On  the 
other  hand  there  is  an  unambiguous  case  of  levelling  in 
the  following  instance,  where  the  original  interchange  of 
consonant  is  of  another  kind,  viz.  that  seen  in  N.  E.  speecJi 
—  speak : 

O.  E.  pic  'pitch'  — pician  'cover  with  pitch'  >  M.  E. 
pik(k)en  and  pichen  Brd.,  Pall.  >  N.  E.  pitch  n.  and  vb. 

The  ch-sound  in  the  M.  E.  and  N.  E.  verb  must  evi- 
dently be  due  to  the  noun,  in  which  it  is  regular  ^  A  similar 
instance,  in  which,  howev^er,  the  stopped  sound  has  prevailed, 
is  afforded  by  O.  E.  weorc — wyrcean  see  above,  p.    ii. 

Casting  a  retrospective  glance  at  the  development 
shown  in  the  preceding  cases,  its  course  may  be  defined 
in  this  way:  when  between  a  noun  and  its  derived  verb 
sound-differences  arise,  caused  by  the  derivative  process, 
these  are  generally  suppressed  by  a  process  of  levelling  by 
analogy,  the  result  of  which  is,  as  a  rule,  the  reversion  of 
the  verb  to  the  form  of  the  noun,  or  else,  sometimes,  an  adap- 
tation of  the  noun  to  the  form  of  the  verb.  An  exception 
is  formed  by  those  cases  in  which  there  is  an  interchange 
of  voiced  and  voiceless  consonants.  This  distinction  is  not 
only  preserved  in  the  old  pairs  but  is  also  introduced  in 
formations  of  N.  E.  date  and  extended  by  analogy  to  pairs 
in  which  it  did  not  originally  exist. 


^   Kluge  Grdr.-  p.  992. 
C.   Palmgren. 
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In  going  back,  now,  to  those  examples  cited  above  on 
p.  I,  we  find  that  they  cannot,  as  has  been  shown,  be  classed 
under  any  of  the  cases  already  treated.  We  are  here  in 
the  presence  of  another  formative  process,  which  will  be 
illustrated  by  going  back  to  the  oldest  English  forms  in 
which  these  words  occur.  The  etymological  relationship 
between  O.  E.  ryne  and  iernan  is  constituted  by  the  grada- 
tion, which  is  the  same  in  the  noun  as  in  the  pa.  pple. 
of  the  verb.  The  same  is  true  of  M.  E.  ride  :  nden,  whereas 
O.  E.  ^eivealc  shows  the  same  stem  as  the  pres.  t.  of  zvealcan. 
In  order  to  show  the  scope  of  the  application  of  this  forma- 
tive principle  in  O.  E.,  one  typical  example,  in  which  its 
various  phases  are  seen,   may  be  given  in  this  place.     To 

0.  E.  sceotan  the  following  noun-formations    are    referable: 

1.  with  the  vowel  of  the  pres.  t. :  sciwta  'trout'  2.  with  the 
vowel  of  the  pa.  t.  sg. :  sceat,  sceata  'cloth,  bosom,  corner', 
scicte  'sheet'  3.  with  the  vowel  of  the  pa. pple.:  scot  'shot; 
darting  (of  salmon)',  ^escot  'missile  weapons;  shooting;  pay- 
ment' etc.,  scyte  'shooting;  stroke;  dart',  scytia  'archer'.  This 
word-group  is  represented  in  N.  E.,  as  far  as  the  forms 
survive,  by  shooPvh.,  sheet,  shot  n.,  showing  the  same 
variation  of  vowel  as  in  O.  E.  (if  we  except  the  anom- 
alous development  of  the  verb).  To  pass  on  to  another 
example,  such  as  O.  E.  tredan  —  (zvin-)trp^dde  '(wine-)press' 
—  trod  n.,  trodn  f.  'track',  the  difference  of  vowel  seen 
here  has  been  suppressed  in  N.  E.,  where  the  form  of 
the  noun  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  verb :  N.  E.  tread 
for  trod,  obs.  or  dial.  O.  'E.-tr^dde  has  not  been  preser- 
ved in  the  later  language,  but  would,  if  it  had  survived, 
have  regularly  given  the  same  form  as  the  two  others. 
There  is  thus  here  a  movement  of  apparently  analogous 
character  to  that  seen  in  the  development  of  nouns  and 
their  derived  verbs.  Still,  an  examination  of  the  various 
phases  of  the  process  here  in  question  will  show  that  the 
appearance  of  M.  \l.  trede   for  trod  is  a  phenomenon  alto- 
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gether  different  from  that  shown  in  the  supplanting  of  M.  E. 
f\nien  hy  fqm en  etc.  The  detailed  study  of  the  nature  of 
the  former  process  will  form  part  of  the  investigation  in 
the  following  pages;  here  only  so  much  will  be  given  as  is 
necessary  in  order  to  get  a  general  survey  of  the  material, 
its  arrangement  and  the  points  of  view  from  which  it  will 
be  treated. 

The  plan  of  this  investigation  was  suggested  by  the 
observation  that  O.  E.  nouns  of  the  same  formation  as  trod[M\ 
i.  e.,  those  presenting  the  gradation  of  the  pa.  pple.  stem  of 
corresponding  verbs,  showed  a  marked  tendency  in  M.  E. 
to  adapt  themselves  to  the  latter,  and  so  assume  the  form 
of  the  inf  of  the  verb.  A  closer  examination  of  the  subject 
suggested  the  question,  whether  such  a  tendency  was  also 
to  be  established  for  the  remaining  formations  containing  the 
gradation  of  verbal  stems,  and  in  this  way  the  investiga- 
tion came  to  embrace  a  study  of  the  various  problems 
connected  with  the  development  of  all  those  cases  in  which 
this  relation  between  noun  and  verb  is  to  be  found.  In 
deciding  the  limits  of  the  material  in  this  way,  there  were, 
however,  some  restrictions  to  be  made,  which  follow  from 
the  nature  of  the  phenomenon  in  N.  E.  alluded  to  as  'con- 
version of  the  parts  of  speech'.  As  will  be  remembered, 
{see  above,  p.  i),  the  starting-point  was  those  cases  in 
which  a  noun  and  a  verb  may  result  in  one  form  in 
N.  E.  Consequently  all  such  verbal  nouns  are  excluded, 
the  stem  of  which  is  extended  by  a  derivative  suffix, 
other  than  those  which  constitute  the  types  of  declen- 
sion. As  instances  of  this  kind  may  be  cited:  O.  E.  g//"/ 
[:  y.efan\^  ewe  aim  [:  cwelan]^  stigol  [:  sti^an],  flyht  [\Jleogan\ 
while  the  formative  act  to  be  studied  here  is  seen  in  O.  E, 
^i(e)fu,  cwaln,  stile,  Jlyge. 

A  second  restriction  to  be  made  in  the  material  is 
implied  by  the  object  of  the  investigation  itself  As  the 
mode  of  formation  to  which  the  verbal   nouns  are   due   is 
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common  to  all  Teutonic  languages,  the  case  not  infrequently 
occurs  of  a  noun  presenting  a  gradation-stem,  the  corres- 
ponding verb  of  which  is  only  found  in  a  cognate  language. 
Such  nouns  are  O.  E.  snaca  'snake'  to  O.  H.  G.  snahhan, 
smioJi;  O.  E.  [k^ll-)gep2vin^  'restraint  (o^  h.Q\\)\  Jnuan^  'thong' 
to  O.  Fris.  thwinga,  O.  H.  G.  dwingan;  O.  E.  staca  'stake' 
to  O.  H.  G.  st'ehhan  etc.  These  and  similar  forms  cannot,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  be  taken  into  account  here,  as  we  have 
only  to  do  with  the  relation  between  noun  and  verb  in  the 
development  from  O.  E.  Still  less  are  such  forms  to  be  consi- 
dered as  are  referred  to  hypothetical  strong  verbs,  as  e.  g. 
O.  E.  Idr  'lore'  to  Teutonic  "^leisan  (Skeat  Cone.  Et.  D.),  or 
those  in  which  the  verbal  origin  is  more  or  less  doubtful; 
thus  the  Teutonic  noun  hand  is  supposed  by  some  (Kluge 
Et.  Wb.)  to  be  derived  from  Goth,  hinpan  'capture',  whereas 
others  (Skeat  1.  c.)  do  not  discuss  this  etymology. 

For  arranging  this  material  various  methods  suggest 
themselves.  The  classification  depends,  in  the  first  place, 
on  the  period  from  which  we  start.  Owing  to  the  es- 
sential difference  of  the  O.  E.  and  N.  E.  types  of  speech, 
the  material  will  have  to  be  arranged  differently  according 
as  one  or  the  other  period  is  chosen.  This  has  also  been 
taken  into  consideration  in  the  collections  of  examples 
that  have  been  made  hitherto.  Skeat  ^,  in  deaUng  with 
gradation  in  English,  gives  a  list  of  Mod.  Engl,  verbal  for- 
mations (mostly  nouns),  in  which  the  arrangement  is  by 
verb-class,  all  the  forms  belonging  to  the  same  class  being 
brought  together.  In  a  work  of  older  date  -  a  classification 
from  the  O.  E.  period  is  made;  here  the  gender-distinction 
is  the  basis  of  the  arrangement.  Neither  of  these  methods 
appears  to  be  suitable  for  our  present  purpose,  although 
the  starting-point  be  the  same  as  in  the  latter.    A  division 

*  Princ.  I,  p.  179  ff, 

^  Loth,    Etymol.    angelsaechs.-englische    Grammatik,    Elberfeld     1870, 
p.  260  ff. 


according  to  gender  must  be  rejected,  as  it  cannot  be  kept 
to  in  the  later  periods,  owing  to  the  disappearance  of  gram- 
matical gender.  Nor  is  Skeat's  division  suited  to  an  histori- 
cal study,  as  it  is  of  a  purely  descriptive  kind,  merely  aiming 
at  illustrating  the  survival  of  the  principle  in  N.  E.  Besides, 
these  two  collections  only  contain  a  small  fraction  of  the 
forms  found;  Loth's  material,  moreover,  is  thoroughly  anti- 
quated. For  these  reasons  we  have  taken  as  a  basis  for  our 
treatment  a  factor  which  enables  us  to  pursue  the  same 
system  throughout  the  different  periods  of  the  language, 
viz.  the  gradation,  which  is  represented  in  the  various 
formations,  and  which  recurs  in  the  corresponding  verb. 
The  main  distinguishing  criterion  of  the  several  categories 
will  therefore  be  the  form  of  the  stem-syllable,  according 
as  its  gradation  is  that  of  the  pres.  t.,  pa.  t.  or  pa.  pple. 
Within  these  categories  the  smaller  groups  are  formed  by 
the  different  gender-formations  distributed  among  the  declen- 
sion-types. 

Any  arrangement  of  such  a  material,  however,  must 
needs  be  attended  by  some  inconsistencies,  as  involved  by 
the  nature  of  the  subject  itself;  these  depend  on  the  follow- 
ing circumstances.  As  in  the  strong  verb  classes  V,  VI,  as 
well  as  in  the  reduplicated  verbs,  the  pres.  t.  and  pa.  pple 
stem  have  the  same  form,  the  nouns  that  belong  to  any 
of  these  classes  may  be  classed  both  among  the  pres.  t. 
and  the  pa.  pple.  formations.  In  such  cases  the  indications 
to  be  gained  from  the  unambiguous  forms  have  been  de- 
cisive for  the  place  assigned  to  the  others.  An  example 
will  illustrate  this.  In  O.  E.  a  strongly  developed  and  dis- 
tinct category  is  formed  by  the  masc.  ?-stems  with  the 
gradation  of  the  pa.  pple.  (:  bite,  scyte,hwyrf  etc.).  Therefore 
the  ambiguous  forms  of  this  type  (Ji^ll,  wi^ll)  are  placed 
among  the  pa.  pple.  nouns.  But,  with  this  exception,  all 
those  forms  that  allow  of  such  a  double  interpretation  are 
registered   among   the  pres.  t.   nouns,  as  there  are  here  no 


particular  reasons  for  giving  preference  to  the  other  alter- 
native. Hence  such  pairs  disfi^ll  — Jiejle,  sl^ge  —  slagu,  czvide 
—  '^ecwed  are  separated,  the  second  forms  being  assigned 
to  the  pres.  t.  nouns,  although  in  the  two  last  pairs  the 
form,  owing  to  Verner's  law,  is  more  in  concord  with  the 
pa.  pple.  stem.  But  this  proceeding  was  considered  neces- 
sary in  order  to  avoid  still  greater  inconveniences.  For  if 
finite,  slapi,  "^ecwed  were  to  be  given  under  the  pa  pple. 
nouns,  the  same  would  have  to  be  done  with  e.  g.  wcecce, 
faru,  ^efcer,  which  would  be  still  less  justified.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  remembered  that  the  separation  thus  made  is  of 
a  purely  formal  nature,  and  does  not  in  any  way  influence 
the  course  of  the  investigation. 

The  arrangement  described  above  has  been  adopted 
here,  as  pointed  out,  especially  with  regard  to  the  develop- 
ment in  the  later  periods.  In  classing  all  forms  of  the 
same  gradation  together,  we  must  inquire  whether  the 
formal  groups,  constituted  in  this  way,  are  also  to  be  consid- 
ered as  logical  categories,  each  held  together  by  its  own 
principle  of  formation;  in  other  words,  whether  the  gradation 
is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  factor  in  word-formation,  so  that 
e.  g.  two  nouns  of  the  same  base,  but  of  different  gradation, 
may  be  said  to  represent  two  modes  of  formation,  in  the 
same  way  as  two  verbs  of  the  first  and  second  weak  classes, 
derived  from  one  noun.  Such  a  problem  cannot,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  be  answered  in  an  investigation  confined  to  a 
single  language;  its  treatment  belongs  to  the  comparative 
study  of  word-formation.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  an  exam- 
ination of  the  formations  in  one  language  may  offer  a 
means  of  testing  the  theories  based  on  a  comparative  study 
of  languages.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary,  before  enter- 
ing on  the  subject  itself,  to  give  a  short  summary  of  these 
theories  and  the  way  in  which  they  may  be  brought  to 
bear  on  the  subject  in  hand.  —  The  researches  to  which  we 
would  draw  attention  have  been  concerned  partly  with  the 
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meaning,  partly  with  the  form  of  the  different  kinds  of 
verbal  nouns.  With  the  former  the  theory  of  VVackernagel  ^ 
deals,  and  according  to  it  each  category  of  gradation- 
nouns  has  a  particular  signification  of  its  own,  correspond- 
ing to  the  function  of  the  tense-forming  gradation  in  the 
verbal  paradigm.  The  three  main  groups  of  nouns  consti- 
tuted by  gradation  are,  therefore,  supposed  to  differ  in  the 
same  way  as  the  fut.,  the  pres.  t.,  and  the  pa.  t.  [:  'Be- 
stimmung,  Wirklichkeit,  Erfolg'].  To  take  an  example 
from  Mod.  German,  Schwinge  'wing'  is,  according  to  this 
theory,  interpreted  as  'the  organ  destined  for  flying',  ScJnvcn- 
gel  'clapper'  as  'the  swinging  part  of  the  bell'  and  Schztmng 
'swinging'  as  'the  motion  made  by  swinging'  -.  That  such 
a  distinction  is  arbitrary  and  cannot  hold  good  in  many 
cases  is  clear,  if  we  cast  but  a  cursory  glance  at  our  mate- 
rial. Taking  an  example  at  random  from  O.E. :  "^eiveorp, 
ivarp,  wyrpfV^^  find  it  is  not  applicable;  besides,  the  pres.  t. 
and  pa.  pple  forms  are  here  quite  synonymous.  The  varia- 
bility of  sense  in  the  verbal  nouns  makes  it  impossible  to 
set  up  any  fixed  groups  in  this  respect. 

In  the  researches  bearing  on  the  form  of  the  nouns 
in  question  it  has  been  attempted  to  represent  one  grada- 
tion as  the  regular  one,  the  others  as  exceptions.  This 
is  the  case  in  the  earlier  works  in  which  the  problem  has 
been  dealt  with.  Jacobi-'  advanced  the  hypothesis  that  the 
masc.  <9-stems  either  have  the  vowel  of  the  pres.  t.  or  that 
of  the  pa.  t.  sg.,  the  corresponding  /-stems  that  of  the  pa.  t. 
plur.  In  opposition  to  this,  Amelung*  tried  to  show  that 
the  masc.  ^-sterns,  as  well  as  z-stems  contain  the  weakest 
of  the  gradation-vowels   seen    in    the   Strong  verbal  stems. 

^  Arch.  f.  Philol.   und  Padag.  v.  Seebode  und  Jahn  I.  i.,  Leipzig  iSsr. 

-  Jeitteles.  Nhd.  Wortbildung  p.  25   ff. 

■"  Untersuchungen  iiber  die  bildung  der  nomina  in  den  germanischen 
sprachen,  Breslau    1847.   p.    15   ff. 

■*  Ueber  den  Urspriing  der  deutschen  a-Vokale,  Haupts  Zs.  XVIII, 
p.    161   ff. 
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A  quite  different  standpoint  was  taken  up  by  Zimmer  \  who, 
in  opposition  to  the  theories  mentioned,  denied  the  possibiUty 
of  these  phenomena  being  referred  to  any  fixed  principles  and 
declared  the  gradation  in  the  nouns  to  be  devoid  of  every 
word-formative  function.  Despite  this,  the  same  problem 
was  again  taken  in  hand  by  v.  Bahder-,  who  not  only 
asserted  a  connection  between  gradation-vowel  and  declen- 
sion-type, but  also  suggested  a  chronological  relationship 
between  different  principles  of  formation,  following  each 
other  in  the  course  of  the  historical  development. 

Another  work,  by  L.  Siitterlin  ^,  treated  a  particular 
category  of  the  verbal  nouns  in  a  similar  way. 

From  the  nature  of  the  subject  of  this  thesis  it  will 
be  seen  that  an  application  of  the  theories  advanced  is 
suitable  only  for  those  theories  which  bear  on  the  relations 
between  the  gradation-nouns  from  a  chronological  point 
of  view,  i.  e.,  the  two  last  ones  mentioned.  The  assertions 
made  by  the  upholders  of  these  theories  will,  therefore,  be 
quoted  in  their  place,  where  the  various  formations  are  dealt 
with,  and  the  chief  object  to  be  kept  in  view  will,  then, 
be  to  examine  how  far  the  O.  E.  material  and  its  develop- 
ment is  in  harmony  with  the  relations  suggested.  The  work 
which  has  chiefly  served  as  a  model  for  the  following  is 
that  of  Wilmanns^,  in  which  the  treatment,  as  far  as  our 
subject  is  concerned,  is  carried  out  on  similar  lines. 

In  the  many  doubtful  points  of  O.  E.  lexicography, 
such  as  vowel-quantity,  gender,  we  have  been  content  in 
most  cases  to  follow  the  authority  of  Dr.  Sweet  in  his  Stu- 
dent's Dictionary  of  Anglo-Saxon. 

^  Die   Nominalsuffixe   a    und   a  in   den  germanischen  Sprachen  Q.  F. 
XIII.  p.   200  ff. 

^  Die  Verbalabstracta  in  den  germanischen  Sprachen,  Halle   1880. 
*'  Geschichte  der  Nomina  Agentis  im   Germanischen,  Strassburg  1887. 
*   Deutsche  Granimatik   II.  Wortbilduiig. 


CHAPTER  I. 
Bres,  t,  For7natio7is, 

Old  English. 

The  majority  of  O.  E.  nouns  which  have  this  form 
consist  of  strong  neuters,  the  rest  of  mascuUnes  and  femi- 
nines,  strong  and  weak.  The  total  number  of  all  these 
formations  exceeds  both  the  other  two  main  categories, 
which  contain  the  stem  of  the  pa.  t.   and  the  pa.  pple. 

A.     Neuters. 

These  mostly  appear  in  composition  with  ^e-,  a  mode 
of  formation  very  strongly  developed  in  O.  E.  But  the 
appearance  of  the  prefix  is  not  uniform  in  all  cases:  it 
may  be  facultative  in  the  noun,  or  in  the  verb,  or  in  both. 
As  the  relation  between  the  two  parts  of  speech  becomes 
different  according  to  these  conditions,  they  will  have  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  the  following  arrangement.  — 
This  way  of  forming  ^^^-neuters  is  not  confined  to  the  forms 
here  in  question;  it  also  occurs,  although  to  a  smaller  ex- 
tent, in  the  pa.  t.  and  pa.  pple.  formations.  A  relation 
between  these  categories  is  asserted  by  v.  Bahder^,  accor- 
ding to  whom  the  latter  represent  older  modes  of  formation, 
giving  way  to  that  by  pres.  t.  vowel,  which  is  the  living 
principle    for    the    forming   of  ^j^-neuters.     In  a  few  of  the 

'  1.  c.  pp.   41.   204. 
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following  examples  the  pres.  t.  form  is  found  side  by  side 
with  an  identical  pa.  t.  or  pa.  pple.  form,  thus  showing  two 
principles  represented  in  the  same  word. 

I.     ^^-noun  :  simple  verb.^ 

11.'^  ^epeot  'howling'  \peotan  'howl'. 
III.    lepin'd  (?   or   ^epynd,    Sweet    St.  D.)    'swelling'  : 
fnndan,  'swell'. 

gebeorx  'barking'  :  beorcan  'bark'. 
In  the  two   following  forms  the  double  formation  allu- 
ded to  is  seen: 

geberst  'breaking' ^Y^^y'^J'-'^-^^  iri  corp-[^e)byrst,  see 
Chapt.  III.  B. 

gesweorf  'filings'  =  ^eszvyrf:  sweorfan  'file'. 
^eszvell  'swelling'  :  swellan. 
V.    ledrep  'stroke'  :  drepan  'strike'. 
gerec  'tumult'  :  recan  'go,  rush'. 
^gesten  'groaning',   Sweet  St.  D.  :  stenan  'groan'; 
the  form  existing  is  gestcen,  see  Chapt.  II.  C. 
VI.    lebcec  'baking'  :  bacan  'bake'. 
VII.    gebeat  'beating',  fyst-gebeat  'fighting  with   fists'. 
lewealc  'rolling' :  wea/can  'roll'. 
gehlow  'lowing'  :  hlowan  'low'. 
-geswdp  in  asce-gestvdp  'cinders'  :  szvdpan  'sweep'. 
In    this    group    the  mode  of  formation  is  seen  in  its 
simplest  form:  it  represents,  together  with  the  masc.  /-stems 
of  pa.  pple.  form,    the    most    common   type   for  forming  a 
noun   from  a  verb,  whether  strong  or  weak,  corresponding 
to  the  turning  of  a  verb  into  a  noun  in  N.  E.    As  will  be 
seen  in  what  follows,  too,   several  cases  of  converted  nouns 


'  Earlier  collections  of  examples  are  given  by  Grimm,  Deutsche  Gr. 
II.   pp.   730.  31,  V.  Bahder  1.  c.  p.   204. 

-  The  strong  classes  are  given  in  the  order  of  the  '.Sammlung  kurzer 
Grammatiken  germanischer  Dialekte'.  The  reduplicated  verbs  are  brought 
together  under  VII. 
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may  be  traced  back  to  O.  E.  ^<:-neLiters.  In  the  groups 
immediately  following  there  is  only  this  difference,  that 
various  possibilities  of  derivation  arise  according  to  the 
appearance  of  the  prefix  in  the  noun  and  verb. 

2.     ^^-noun  :  f^ej-verh. 
II.    ^edreo^  'what  is  useful  or  suitable'  :  (le)dreo^an 
'do,  perform'. 

^ehreozv    'lamentation'  :  (ge)hreowan    'cause   sor- 
row'. 
III.    gcbind  'what  is  bound  together',  is-^ebind  'bond 
of  ice'  :  (^e)bindan. 

ledrinc    'carousal',    win-^edrinc    'wine-drinking'  : 
(le)drincan. 

^e^rind  'grinding  together'  :  (le)^rindan. 
gesiving  'fluctuation',  hand-geswin^    'blow'  :  (ic)- 
szvin^an. 
Two    other    cases    of   double    formation  are  afforded 
by  the  following: 

gebeor^l  'defence'  =  ^ebyr^,  Chapt.  III.  B.  :  (ge)- 
be  organ. 

gepring    'crowd'  =  geprang,  Chapt.  II.  C.  :  (ge)- 
pringan  'to  crowd'. 

gezvind  'anything  spiral'  :  (ge)windan  'wind'. 
gezvring  'liquor'  :  ('ge)zvringan  'wring,  press  out'. 
gebelg    'anger'  :  belgan  'be   angry',  gebelgan    'of- 
fend'. 

lebregd  'tossing'  :  (ge)bregdan  'move  quickly'. 
gedelf  'digging,  trench'  :  (ge)dclfan. 
gesu'orf  scurf  \sceorfan  ' gndiw\  lesceorfan  'scrape, 
shred'. 

gesweorc     'cloud,     mist'  :  (ge)sweorcan     'become 
dark'. 

gepersc  'continued  beating'  :  (ge)perscan. 
gezveorp    'throwing',    sand-gezveorp    'sand-bank'  : 
(ge)zjueorpan. 
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IV,  gebrec  noise,  clamour';  as  the  meaning  of  the 
noun  in  this  instance  only  accords  with  the  simple 
verb  [\  brecan  'be  violent  (of  wind)'],  it  can  only 
be  referred  to  it,  and  might  therefore  also  be 
classed  in  the  preceding  group;  but  gebrec  also 
means  'breach,  fracture',  in  the  compounds  w^^//-^ 
bdn-^ebrec  (=  bdn-bryce,  below),  and  this  sense  is 
common  to  both  verbs. 
^eter  'tearing'  :  (^e)teran. 

V.    gecwed  'declaration'  :  (^ejcwepan,  see   Introd.   p. 
22. 

gesprec  'speaking'. 
gewef  'web'  :  (ge)wefan  'weave'. 

VI.  gewced  'ford'  :  (^e)zvadan  'wade'. 
lewcEsc  'flood'. 

VII.  lefeall  'falling',  zvceter-lefeall  'waterfall'. 
geheaw  'gnashing  of  teeth'. 

gespan  'allurement'  :  (ge)spanan  'allure'. 
lespann  'fastening'  :  (^e)spannan  'attach'. 

A  few  of  the  formations  cited  also  occur  in  other 
forms,  appearing  partly  as  /-stems,  partly  as/^-stems.  The 
former  is  the  case  in  lefcell  (Cook's  Gloss.),  -^ecwide  in 
word-gecwide  'agreement',  ^ewif(e)^\  the  latter  in  sand- 
gewi^rpe  =  sand-geiveorp. 

The  forms  given  under  2  may  be  considered  as  form- 
ed either  from  the  simple  or  the  compound  verbs;  in 
the  former  case  the  mode  of  formation  is  the  same  as  in 
group  I.  To  decide  between  these  two  alternatives  is  as 
a  rule  not  possible;  the  former  alternative  is,  however,  in- 
disputably represented  in  a  case  like  gebrcc,  and  seems 
probable  whenever  the  ^^-verb  is  only  of  rare  occurrence; 
this  is  the  case  in  gegrind,  gewringy  gepersc,  geter,  geivcesc-. 

*  Siev.  Gr.^  §§  267  a)  and  Note   i ;  263.  2  and   Note  3. 

•  cf.  V.  Bahdcr  p.   203. 


29 

3-     f^ej-noun  :  simple  verb. 
III.    geswinc    'labour,    affliction',    szvinc    'affliction'  : 

sivincan  'labour'. 

geteld,  teld  'tent'  :  beteldan  'cover'  ^ 
VII.    ^elcic  'commotion  (of  sea),  crowd',  lac  (also  f.), 

in  various  senses,  see  Dictionaries. 

^eblot,  blot  'heathen  sacrifice  of  human  beings' : 

blot  an. 
In  this  and  the  following  group  a  new  point  is  to  be 
considered,  viz.  the  relation  between  the  two  noun-forms. 
Here  two  possibilities  arise:  either  both  spring  from  the 
verb,  or  else  only  the  shorter  has  arisen  in  this  way,  in  which 
case  the  ^^-form  is  derived  from  the  latter,  the  prefix  ser- 
ving to  form  collectives.  Examples  of  the  latter  mode  of 
formation  are  given  by  Wilmanns"^  and  Zimmer^.  As  re- 
marked by  Wilmanns,  however,  when  a  corresponding  verb 
exists,  the  ^^--noun  is  more  likely  to  be  derived  from  it. 
Besides,  a  collective  meaning  is  only  seldom  to  be  traced; 
in  many  cases  the  two  forms  present  little  or  no  difference 
of  meaning. 

4.     (^Jd'/noun  :  (le)-VQ^xh. 

Here,   too,  the  possibilities  pointed  out  for  the  second 
group  are  applicable. 

III.    ^ewinn,    ivinn    'labour,   war,  gain'  :  winnan  'toil, 
fight',  ^ewinnan    gain'. 

gelimp  'event',  misgclhup  and  -//;///  'misfortune'  : 
[ge)lhHpan  'happen ' . 

^edeorf,  deorf  'labour'  :  (^e)deorfan  'labour'. 
^e^ield  'guild',  ^/>/^/ 'payment,  guild'.  The  collec- 
tive meaning  of  the  ^^-form  here  speaks  for 
noun-derivation,  but  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the 
same  meaning  is  also  found  in  the  simple  noun. 
gefeoht^  feoht  'fight'. 

^  Wilmanns  §    157.  1.  '   1-   c.   §    160.  ''  1.   c.  pp.   210.    11. 
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V.  lemet  'measure',  tcEl-met  'amount  (of  time)'  :  (^c)- 
metan  'measure'. 

geset  'seat,  dwelling',  set  'camp,  fold'  :  (^e)sittan 
'sit,  dwell,  encamp';  set  in  sense  'sunset'  (O.  E. 
also  sunset  (Cook's  Gloss.)  derives  rather  from 
the  weak  s^ttan  'settle,  alight'. 

VI.  gefcer,  fcBr  'going' ;  the  simple  noun  has  developed 
several  senses  of  its  own,  see  Dictionaries; 
it  occurs,  besides,  in  compounds:  in-fcer  'enter- 
ing', ofer-fcer  'passing  over\fcereht[<.f(Br,(kkt), 
fcer-sceatt  'fare,  passage-money'. 
gesceap  'creation,  nature;  private  part';  sceap 
'private  part'. 

VII.    lehdt,  hat  'promise';  on  behdt,  see  below. 

^^//^<3:/^ 'protection,  guardian',  //^<a'/rtf' protection' ; 
the  ^^-form  also  appears  as  an  /-stem:    gehi^ld, 
Angl.  gehceld  (Cook's  Gloss.);  cf.  lefcell. 
gebland,   bland  'what   is   mixed    together,    com- 
motion' :  (le)blandan  'mix'. 

^escad,  -ea-  'separation,  understanding,  truth,  scad 
'2iCcouni\  to. scad,  -^'^-'discrimination':  (^e)scddan, 
-ea-  'separate,  distinguish'.  The  forms  with  a  diph- 
thong represent  the  mutated  long  vowel  as  de- 
veloped in  certain  dialects  ^  In  the  noun-forms 
they  may  be  looked  upon  in  the  same  way  as 
lehi^ld,  gefcell  etc.,  or  they  may  be  due  to  the 
influence  of  the  verb,  in  which  the  vowel  of  the 
2.  and  3.  sg.  was  extended  by  analogy  to  the  inf  - 

In   the   two   following   cases   the   shorter  form  of  the 
noun  only  occurs  as  first  component: 

V.  gebed  'prayer',  bed-  in  bed-dagas,  -Jiiis,  -mden 
(also  gebed-d.  etc.) :  (^e)biddan\  the  meaning  'pray' 
is  generally  expressed  by  the  composed  verb 
(Sweet  St.  D.  see  biddan). 

*■  Bttlbring  Ae.  Elementarb.  §  288  ff. 
-  BOlbring  Ae.  Elementarb.  §§  293,  295. 
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VII.    geiveald  'power',   iveald-  in  zveald-leper  (also  ^e- 

wcald-l)  'rein,  bridle'. 
In  the  examples  adduced  by  Zimmer  the  ^^--forms 
stand  beside  nouns  of  different  gender  (masc.  or  fern.).  As 
this  is  not  infrequent  in  O.  E.,  the  cases  are  brought  to- 
gether here,  the  j^'-neuters  being  recapitulated,  and  the  other 
forms  in  point  being  taken  from  the  later  sections. 
XL    ^ehreozv,  hreow  f. 

^eJ)eot,  peote  f. 
III.    ^cbind,  bindc  f. 

^eswing,  -swing  m.,  szvinge  f. 
Rewind,  winde  f. 
gebeorg,  -beorg  f. 
gefeoht,  feohte  f.   - 
V.    gebed,  bedti  f. 
VI.    gefcer,  faru  f. 

gezvcesc,  wcbsc,  f.,  -zvcesce  f. 

5.     Simple  neuters. 
In  this  group  are  also  included   those  neuters   which 
are  composed  with  other  prefixes  than  ge-. 
I.    bid  'halt'  :  bidan. 

ed-wit  'reproach'  :  (etzvitan  'reproach  with'. 
lif  'life'  :  belifari. 
II.    reod  'red  colouring'  :  reodan;  properly  an  adj. 
III.    an-ginn    beginning'  :  onginnan. 

in-spinn  'spindle'  :  spinnan. 
V.    and-giet  'intellect'  :  ongictan. 
VI.    and-scec  'denial'  :  onsacan  'deny'. 
grcsf  'grave'  :  grafan. 

hlced  'mound,  pile'  :  hladan,  'load,  build  up  (pile)'. 

VII.    behdt  'promise';   on  the  relation  of  this  form  to 

the  original  bcot  see  Kluge^;  the  noun-stress  is 

also  preserved  in  eofot  (<  '^ef-hdt)  'debt,   crime', 

bret-  [^'''or-hdtY  'battle'. 

^   Grdr.-  p.    1051.  -  Siev.   Gr."  §  43,   Note  4. 
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B.    Masculines. 

In  the  masculines  the  difference  between  strong  and 
weak  declension  must  be  kept  in  view.  This  difference  is 
here  combined  with  a  general  distinction  of  sense,  the 
weak  declension  being  for  preference  the  type  of  the  nouns 
of  agent,  a  category  almost  totally  wanting  in  the  strong. 

I.    Strong  Masculines. 

The  forms  that  fall  under  this  heading  appear  as  o- 
stems,  except  in  a  few  cases  in  which  ^declension  is  as- 
sumed owing  to  the  original  mode  of  formation  alleged  for 
them.  The  other  /-stems  that  might  be  given  here  are 
classed  under  the  pa.  pple.  forms  for  the  reasons  pointed  out 
Introd.  p.   21. 

The  masc.  ^-sterns  with  pres.  t.  vowel  represent  accord- 
ing to  V.  Bahder  \  at  least  as  far  as  they  are  to  be  recog- 
nized as  nouns  of  action,  a  mode  of  formation  posterior  to 
that  seen  in  the  masculines  with  pa.  t.  vowel  (see  below). 
In  some  of  the  following  examples  both  methods  are  re- 
presented. In  addition  to  this  we  will  try  to  prove  such 
a  double  formation  in  the  case  of  some  forms  which  are 
generally  made  to  fall  under  the  pa.  pple.  category. 

II.    ^^W table;  bowl' :  beodan  'offer';  see  N.E.D.  bcody 

Wilmanns-. 

fleot  'estuary,  bay,  sea';  in  sense  'ship'  see  below. 
III.    lielp  'boasting'. 
V.    we^  'road'  :  2ve^an  'move'. 
VII.    071-heaw  'chopping-block'. 

hrop  'clamour'  :  hropan  'shout'. 

r(Bd  'advice' 

sleep, -a-  'sleep  :  s/cepan, -a- \  on  the  interchange 

of  vowel  see  Sievers^  Kluge^,  Biilbring  \ 

'  1.  c.  p.  35.  -  §   140.  1.  ^  Gr.»  §  57,  Note  3. 

*  Anglia  Anz.  V  p.  82.  ''  Ae.   Elementarb.  §   129. 
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stand  'delay'. 

wop    weeping'  :  ivcpan. 

an-weald  'authority'. 
The   forms  which  also  appear  with  the  vowel  of  the 
pa.  t.   are: 

II.    /leof  'lamentation'  =  /u'af,  Chapt.   II.  A.  :  hcofan 

'lament'. 
In  this  pair  the  chronology  mentioned  above  is  con- 
firmed by  the  tense-inflection  of  heofan  :  the  pa.  t.  of  the 
•verb  is  O.  P2.  hcof;  this  form  is,  however,  secondary,  form- 
ed on  the  model  of  the  reduplicated  verbs  ^,  presupposing 
an  older  '""/icaf;  the  corresponding  form  of  the  noun,  then, 
^oes  back  to  the  time  when  this  form  of  the  pa.  t.  still 
existed.  It  must  also  be  pointed  out  that  the  noun  heof 
cannot  be  a  mere  variant  of  hcaf  due  to  the  appearance 
of  CO  for  ca'^,  as  it  occurs  outside  the  domain  of  this 
phenomenon  [:  Oros.,  Aelfricj. 

III.    ^^breld,    bred   'deceit'  =  brce^d,    below  :  bre^dan 

deceive'. 
The  group  for  which  the  other  kind  of  double  forma- 
tion (:  pres.  t.  and  pa.  pple.  vowel)  is  assumed  is  composed 
of  nouns  belonging  to  verbs  Class  III.  i.  In  the  form 
here  in  question  their  stem- vowel  is  /,  thus  that  of  the 
pres.  t.  stem,  but  as  O.  E.  /often  represents  mutation  of/^^, 
they  may  also  be  nothing  but  variations  of  the  j-forms, 
which  are  the  regular  ones  in  the  Teutonic  languages. 
This  has  already  been  pointed  out  by  v.  Bahder^;  what  we 
wish  to  point  out  here  is  the  possibility  of  the  existence 
of   pres.  t.  formation ;    this    may   be  presumed,  partly  from 

^  Siev.   Gr.  §  384,  Note  2. 
^  Bulbring,  Ae.  Elementarb.  §    ro8. 

^  Siev.  Gr,  §  31,  Note.  Biilbring  Ae.  Elementarb.  §  i6r,  Note  §§  307. 
.308,  Kluge  Grdr.  p.    1042. 
"^  1.  c.  p.  37. 
C.   Pahturypn.  q 
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O.  E.  and    the   cognate   languages,  partly  from  the  appea- 
rance of  the  forms  in  M.  E.  ^ 

III.  {/rmc  'drinking'  ^  drync,  Chapt.  III.  A.;  in  Al- 
fred's Boeth.  drinc  in  all  probability  has  original 
/,  as  y  in  Alfred  is  the  regular  form  of  mutated  u^. 
In  M.E.  we  find  drink  Lay.,  drinch  Horn.,  and 
drilnch.  The  difference  of  the  formations  is  recog- 
nized by  the  Dictionaries,  N.  E.  D.,  Stratm.  [:  O.E. 
drinc  (?  =  drync)],  Matzn. 

spring  'source,  spring'  =  spryng,  below ;  iip-spring 
'rising',  of-spring  'offspring*  have  only  /".  The 
occurrence  of  the  word  in  O.  E.  (Aelfric,  Leechd.) 
andM.  E.  (Gen.  Ex.,  Pr.  P.,  C.  M.)  scarcely  allows 
of  any  conclusions  as  to  the  original  vowel  ^; 
the  mode  of  formation  put  forward  here  is,  how- 
ever, supported  by  the  cognate  languages,  as 
shown  by  O.  Fris.  spedelspring  'flow  of  spittle', 
O.  S.  gi- spring  'well',  O.  H.  G.  spring,  ga-spring 
'well,  origin'. 

sting  'pricking'  =  styngy  below;  in  Guthlac  the  i- 
form  is  not  ambiguous,  the /-mutation  of //  being 
here  always  y  (with  one  exception)  ^  The  word 
is  not  preserved  in  M.  E. 
In  the  two  following  examples  only  /-forms  are  recorded : 
bring  'sacrifice',  M.  I^.  bringe  bringing'  Lay. 
-siving  in  wite-siving  'flogging',  M.  E.  swing  'blow 
with  a  sword'  D.  Troy. 

^  The  M.  E.  forms  are  taken  before  their  turn  here  in  order  to  sup- 
port the  opinion  brought  forward  for  the  O.  E.  ones.  The  examples  are» 
of  course,  chosen  from  texts  in  which  O.  E.   /  and   v  are  kept  apart. 

■  BQlbring  1.  c.  §  307  a. 

''  Fischer,  The  Stressed  Vowels  of  Aclfric's  Hom.  (Publ.  of  Mod.  lanj^. 
assoc,  Baltimore  1889)  p.  202  gives  -spHnj  as  containing  Teuton.  i\  before 
palatals,  however,  i  in  Aelfric  is  generally  mutated  1/,  Biilbring  1.  c.  §  307  b. 

*  Bauer,  Ueber  die  sprache  und  mundart  der  ae.  dichtungen  Andreas^ 
(iuthlac  etc.,  Marburg   1890,  p.   26,  Note. 
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Our  assertion,  that  the  forms  with  /  +  a  nasal  sound 
followed  by  a  consonant  are  in  many  cases  independent 
formations,  will  thus  be  found  sufficiently' justified;  we  con- 
sequently have  to  assume  here  a  passing  from  pa.  pple.  to 
pres.  t.  formation.  The  same  phenomenon  will  be  found 
again  on  a  larger  scale  when  we  come  to  the  development 
of  the  pa.  pple.  formations  in  M.  E. 

A  few  other  cases"  of  double  formation  are  still  to 
be  noted: 

VII.  feall  'fair  ---  Ji^Il,  below;  the  form,  although  not 
quoted  in  Bosw.  Toll.,  N.  E.  D.,  is  given  by  Sweet 
St.  D.,  see  fipJI. 

fanl  'booty'  -=  fing,  below  \fdn:  for  the  first  form 
Sweet  also  points  out  the  possibility  of  Scand. 
origin. 

Zang  going"  geganl  'event';  be^ang  circuit;  wor- 
ship' =  bi-iejii^  below  :  (^e)gangan,  began ^an\  in 
bclmig  the  shifting  of  stress  in  conformity  with 
the  verb  indicates  more  direct  descent  from 
bcgangan  than  in  the  case  of  bi-g^ng  with  the 
original  noun-stress  preserved. 

2.    Weak  Masculines. 

These  have  been  treated  by  Osthoff^  and  Siitterlin-. 
The  result  of  these  researches,  as  far  as  chronology  is  con- 
cerned, is  the  same  as  was  pointed  out  for  the  strong  mascu- 
lines and  the  neuters:  the  forms  which  coincide  with  the  pres.t. 
stem  represent  a  younger  mode  of  formation  as  compared 
to  those  which  have  the  form  of  the  other  stems,  especially 
that  of  the  pa.  pple.,  which  was  the  common  Teutonic 
mode  of  forming  nouns  of  agent  •^.  The  existence  side  by 
side  of  these  two  modes  of  formation  is  also  here  illustrated 
by  words  which  appear  in  both  forms. 

^  P.B.B.  Ill  p.    r   ff.  -  1.  c.  pp.  39-77- 

■'  Osthoff  pp.    i8.   27,   Siitterlin  pp.   42.   52. 
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a.     Nouns  of  agent. 

III.  ^czi'inna,  icinna,  luipcr-ivimia  adversary' ;  also  in 
non-personal  sense,  see  below. 

-^ielda  in  bor^-,  deofol-^iclda  'debtor;  idolater'; 
cf.  ^e^iclda  'member  of  a  guild",  derived  from 
(le)lield^. 

IV.  -bera    in    luroht-bcra    accuser'  =  ivroht-bora,  see 
Chapt.  III.  A.  2. 

-breca  in  o^-,  Md-breca  'adulterer;  violator  of  his 
holy  orders',  wiper-breca  adversary'  =  ivifjcr- 
broca,  below ;  the  form  also  appears,  according  to 
Sweet  St.  D,,  as  -bryca  [:  ck-bryca\\  this  is  pro- 
bably due  to  confusion  with  bryce  (see  below); 
also  in  M.  E.  these  forms  are  sometimes  confused. 
cu7na    stranger,  guest . 

-nima  in  nied-nima    one  who  takes  by  force'  = 
-mima,  below^ 
V.    zUfa  'giver' ;  dr-,  bca^-,  ^old-  etc.  ^iefa. 

d^icta  'waster,  prodigal'  :  d^ietan  'destroy',  Sweet 
St.  D.;  SiitterUn's    forms   dgcota,  dgyta-  are  ac- 
cordingly to  be  corrected. 
gespreca,  spreca  'interlocutor;  councillor'. 
-zvreca  in  cerend-zvreca  'messenger';  the  form  also 
appears  as  -wreaca,  -luraca,  -raca'^. 
VI.    gefara    'companion',    -fara    in    nhv-fara     'new- 
comer'; the  jt-form  is  considered  by  Siitterlin ' 
to  be  a  noun-derivative  (from  faru). 
gesaca  'adversary',  -saca  in  and-,  zuiper-saca  'de- 
nier; adversary'. 

siaga  'homicide';  see  the  remark  on  gecwedp.  28; 
cf.  slagti,  below  C. 

scapa  'criminal;  thief;  also  in  non-personal  mean- 
ing,  see  below. 


'   SQttcrliii  p.   64.  -  p.   58. 

='  P.  B.  B.  VIII.  528,  Biilbring  §   422. 
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-stapa  in  icBrs(s)tapa  'grasshopper',  an-,  hlld-  etc. 
stapa. 

-szuara    in    jfidn-sicanx     perjurer'    ==    nidnswora, 
below;  also  in  non-personal  meaning,  see  below. 
-he^blm  in  Jiiafod-he^bba  "prime  mover,  promoter'; 
also  in  other  than  personal  meaning,  see  below. 
This  form  differs  from  the  three  preceding  ones 
by   presenting   the    mutated   vowel   seen   in   the 
pres.  t.  stem  of  the  verb. 
VII.    -IcpJa  in  freo-loRta    freedman'. 
-lelcica  in  guj)-^eldca  "warrior'. 
-K'ealda  in  hurl^-ivealda    alderman'. 
As  pres.  t.  forms  are  erroneously  given  by  Siitterlin^: 
zviper-broca,  szuica  for   -broca,  siuica,  both  pa.   pple.  forma- 
tions. 

Weak  masculines  are  also  found,  although  in  a  re- 
stricted number,  outside  the  group  just  dealt  with.  There 
is  a  connecting  link  between  these  and  the  nouns  of  agent 
in  such  a  way  that  some  may  by  their  meaning  be  traced 
to  be  original  nouns  of  agent.  There  are  also  instances 
of  both  meanings  being  found  in  one  word.  Thus  the 
forms  gezoinna,  scapa.  -swara,  -hejiba  also  appear,  as  already 
pointed  out,  in  other  .senses  than  that  of  nouns  of  agent: 
mod-^ezvinna  anxiety',  scapa  injury,  misfortune',  dp-szvara 
'oath',  heafod-h^bba  'beginning"  -'.  As  a  transition-group  to  the 
following  may  be  cited  a  few  names  of  animals  and  plants: 
I.  bita  "wild  beast ,  n(Eder-bita  "ichneumon  . 
II.    sccota  "trout";    cf  N.  E.  shote  and  O.  E.  ciiscoiCy 

N.  E.  aishat,  see  Skeat  Cone.   Et.  D. 
III.    s I ^e I -hzveorf a  [-aXso  fem.,  see  below)   heliotrope'  = 

solscce  (Lat.  solsequid). 
b.     Others  than  nouns  of  agent. 
III.    di'inca    drink". 

-wringa  in  zuin-zcringa    wine-press'. 
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steorfa    pestilence  . 

hiveoij^a  'whorl  (of  spindle)'  :  Jiiveorfan  'turn\ 
V.    mitta  (Jon-st.)  'a  measure"  :  nietan. 

VI.  scafa    'plane  (a  tool)",  literally  'scraper"  :  scafan 

scrape'. 

VII.  eaca  'increase' ;  the  only  form  left  of  the  strong 
verb  in  O.  E.  is  the  pa.  pple.  eacen^\  the  re- 
maining forms  have  become  weak,  inf.  cacian 
and  iccan. 

scdda  'crown  of  the  head'  :  sc(e)ddan\  cf  O.  H.  G. 

sceida  'parting,  division',  sceitila  "parting   of  the 

hair',  see  Kluge  Et.  Wb.  Scheitd. 

ivealca  'wave". 

wi^lla    (jon-^\..\   also   fem.,   see    below)  'fountain, 

spring",  N.  E.  zvcll :  weal/an. 
The  interchange  between  strong  and  weak  forms, 
pointed  out  by  v.  Bahder-  and  Wilmanns-',  is  seen  here  in 
drinc — drinca,  tvi^ll  (see  below)  —  ixn^lla\  instances  of  the 
same  kind  also  appear  in  other  groups,  especially  in  the 
pa.  pple.  formations. 

C.    Feminines. 

The  distinction  of  sense  in  the  masculines  between 
strong  and  weak  declension  has  only  little  correspondence 
in  the  fem.  formations;  fem.  nouns  of  agent  are  scarce  in 
O.  E.  and,  besides,  generally  derive  from  the  masculines 
rather  than  from  the  verbs.  Thus,  a  form  like  zi%bbe  (with 
pa.  t.  vowel)  female  weaver'  is  formed  on  the  masc.  wcjdm^ 
(see  below),  and  such  forms  are  therefore  excluded  here. 
The  chronological  relation  of  the  pres.  t.  feminines  and 
those  of  other  stem-formation  is  stated  by  v.  Bahder  in 
the  same  way  as  for  the  masculines  and  neuters,  the  former 
being  set  down  as  posterior  to  the  others^.    Although  there 

*  Siev.  Gr.  §  396  Note  5.  -  p.  49.  ^  §   156.2.!). 

■*  Klug;e  Nom.  Stamblldungsl.  §  36.  "  p.   43- 
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is  no  evidence  in  this  respect  to  be  obtained  from  a  consi- 
deration of  the  O.  E.  forms,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that 
in  the  single  case  of  double  formation  the  pres.  t.  form  is 
only  of  late  occurrence. 

r.    Strong  Feminines. 

a.  With  short  stem-syllable. 

IV.    nied-nimu  [nedniornu,  Lindelof  Gloss,  of  Ru. -)  'ra- 
pine' =  nied-nmn,  see  Chapt.  11.  B.  II. 
V.    "^screpu  (Sweet  St.  D.)  screopu  'curry-comb,  strigil' 
:  sere  pan. 
liefu,  lifti  'gift'. 

bedu  'request*  (Sweet  St.  D.).  The  N.  E.  D.  de- 
clares this  form  to  be  doubtful;  cf.,  however,  M.  E. 
l)eos  bedc  Hom.  I. 

-^e^ti  in  hrlni.-,  sinc-pe^u  'receiving  rings,  tv^B.- 
sure  : pieman  'receive';  the  form  is  given  by 
Sweet  with  ?. 

VI.   fani    'going'  etc.,  in-faru  'entering';   cf.  fcer,  in- 
fcer  p.   30. 

sacii  dispute,  ^csacu  'hostility';  cf.  and-scBC  p.  31  ^ 
-slagu  in  morpor-sla^u  'murder,  ==  morpor-si^^e, 
Chapt.  III.  A. 

-szvaj'uin  mdn-szvaru  'perjury',  dp-szvani  'oath'  (cf. 
-swara^  above),  and-swaru  answer' ;  on  the  double 
meaning  to  be  assumed  for  the  root  sivar-  see 
Kluge  Et.  Wb.  schzvdre7i\  and-szvaru  and  the 
derived  and-swarian  also  appear  with  <;'- vowel, 
(Cook's  Gloss.,  see  ondszvare) ;  these  forms  are  due 
to  the  influence  of  szv^rian,  'see  below. 
-zvaai  in  niht-zvacu  'night-watch'  -=  niht-zvcBcce,  see 
below  2. 

b.  With  long  stem-syllable. 
I.    sti^    path'. 

^)  The    existing    side    by    side  of  fem.   o-stems  and  neutr.   o-stems    is 
pointed  out  by  Zimnier  p.   212. 
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11.   flcot  'ship'   (N.  E.  D.  ^^^  fleet  sb.  i.);  ai.fleotm., 

above. 

hreow  'penitence'. 
III.    help  'help";  also  str.  masc.  or  neuter,  see  N.  E.  D. 

-beor^    in    ci?in-,    heals-beor^    visor;   gorget'.    — 

M.  E.  here-berge,  N.  E.  harbour  is  derived  by  the 

N.  E.  D.  from  an  O.  E.  ^'h^re-beor^.  Skeat,  Kluge- 

Lutz  assume  Scand.  origin. 
VI.    wcesc  'washing',  reafa  zvcesc  'vestimentorum  ab- 

lutio'  Angl.  XIII.  441.  1085. 
VII.    spann  "span  (measure)"  :  spannan  "clasp". 

2.    Weak  Feminines. 

Those  weak  feminines  which  can  be  referred  directly 
to  strong  verbs  correspond  to  that  smaller  group  of  mascu- 
lines which  do  not  appear  as  nouns  of  agent  proper  (above,  p. 
37),  as  follows  from  the  mode  of  formation  pointed  out  for  the 
fem.  nouns  of  agent.  The  group  shows  a  certain  con- 
formity with  the  masculines  alluded  to;  the  meaning  is  not 
seldom  that  of  a  noun  of  instrument,  and  the  interchange 
of  strong  and  weak  forms  seen  in  the  former  also  recurs 
here  ^. 

II.    -reoce  in  rccels-reoce  "burning  of  incense'. 

l)eote  'water-pipe,  channel  torrent';  cf  O.  H.  G. 
wa^ar-dzo^o  '^^'aterfal^  to  dio'^an,  Wilmanns 
§   152.1. 

siipe  'sup,  draught'. 
III.    binde  'head-band,  fillet'. 
sivinle  'stroke'. 
feohte  ^  feohtj  p.   29. 
helpe  -=  kelp^  above. 
V.    seo  'pupil  of  eye'  <  '''seha'^  ^  O.  H.  G.  seha. 
VI.    drcBge  'drag-net',  N.  E.  dray  :  dragan. 


^   Cf.,  for  O.  H.  G.,  Wilnmnns  §   166,  Note.         -  Sicv.   Gr.   §    113.  2. 
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slca,  slahce    Corp.  Gloss,     weaver's  reed',  N.  E. 
slay,  sley,  see  Skeat  Cone.  Et.  D. 
-lUiesce  in  sceap-Z\j(ESce  'place  for  ^^•ashing  sheep' ; 
cf.  wcBsc,  above. 
VII.    roidc  'reading'. 

-licitc  in  win-hdtc\  is  a  doubtful  form,  see  Sweet 
St.  D. 

fcalle    'trap';   nius-fealle  and  -fi^llc    mouse-trap'. 
Here  also  belong  a  few  names  of  animals  and  plants: 
II.   Jieole  'fly*. 

hi/ni^-su^e,  -siicc  'privet';  silvan,  siicau. 
III.    zi'udti-lmtde   'woodbine'. 
wudti-ivinde  » 

sil^el-hzveorfe  =  -hiveorfa  p.  37. 
^tinde-szvel^e    groundsel',  see  Skeat  Cone.  Et.  D. 
VI.    nihte-gale  'nightingale'. 

VII.    crihve  'crow'  :  crnzuan    crow  ,  see  Kluge-Lutz. 
As  yVw-stems  appear,  beside  fiejlc: 
II.   Jiiete  'cream;  punt',  in  the  latter  sense  the  form- 
ation is  doubtful,  see  N.  E.  D.  fleet  sb.  i. 
VI.    zvcecce  'keeping  a\\ake,  niht-wcecce  =  -zvacii,  above. 
VII.    zvifiUe  =  zviejla  p.   38. 

Jiliepc    thing   to  mount  (horse)  from" :  gchleapan 
'mount  (horse)'. 

Middle  and  New  English. 

In  the  first  place  there  is  a  question  of  principle  to 
be  settled  here,  bearing  on  the  relation  between  the  O.  E. 
and  M.  E.  forms.  Those  M.  E.  forms  which  will  be  dealt 
with  in  this  and  in  the  corresponding  sections  of  the  follow- 
ing chapters  might  all  of  them,  inasmuch  as  they  represent 
living  principles  of  formation,  be  looked  upon  as  falling 
under  the  formula:  formed  from  the  verb  in  M.  E.'.  But 
such  a  mode  of  classification,    although    it   may   be  appli- 
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cable  in  other  places,  must  be  rejected  here,  as  it  would 
imply  an  unjustifiable  disregard  of  the  O.  E.  material  just 
dealt  with.  In  what  follows,  therefore,  we  shall  always 
consider  the  M.  E.  forfns  with  regard  to  their  prototypes 
in  O.  E.,  and  try  to  ascertain  how  far  they  may  be  iden- 
tified with  them,  either  as  regularly  developed,  or  as  trans- 
formed in  accordance  with  processes  to  be  dealt  A\ith  later 
on.  We  have  established  for  O.  E.  different  categories  of 
formation,  distinguished  by  certain  formal  characteristics 
(gender,  type  of  declension),  sometimes  also  by  meaning 
(nouns  of  agent).  In  M.  E.  this  distinction  can  no  longer 
be  kept  up,  as  the  distinctive  marks  of  the  several  cate- 
gories are  dropped.  Hence  also,  for  any  group  with  a 
definite  meaning,  such  as  the  O.  E.  nouns  of  agent,  some 
other  means  have  to  be  resorted  to  for  making  up  for  this 
loss  of  the  above-mentioned  characteristics.  The  supplant- 
ing of  the  O.  E.  nouns  by  the  forms  in  M.  E.  -ere,  N.  E. 
-er  is  to  be  looked  upon  in  this  light. 

Generally,  however,  the  O.  E.  groups  of  forms  cannot 
be  recognized  in  M.  E.  The  consequence  of  this  is  that, 
when  two  or  more  different  O.  E.  forms,  which  may  merge 
into  one,  are  found,  the  latter  may  sometimes  be  inter- 
pretable  in  different  ways,  viz.  as  the  result  of  a  conflu- 
ence between  different  older  forms,  or  as  representing  only 
one,  the  other  or  others  having  become  extinct;  in  the  latter 
case  it  remains  for  us  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  which  of  the 
earlier  forms  is  the  one  represented  in  the  later.  An  example 
will  illustrate  this  point.  For  the  N.  E.  noun  fall  'falling' 
the  following  O.  E.  etymons  may  be  cited:  O.  E.  feall 
(above  p.  35),  ^efeall  (with  prefix  dropped,  see  below), yf?// 
(M.  E. /<r^/^  %)cely  see  below);  it  is  here  impossible  to  state, 
whether  the  N.  E.  form  proceeds  from  one  or  other  of 
the  separate  older  forms,  or  whether  it  embraces  all 
three.  But  in  N.  E.  pitfall  we  can  point  out  the  original 
formation:  in  M.  E.  pUt-falle  the  second  component  is  ob- 
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vioLisly  M.  E.  falle  'trap',  as  also  in  jnns-fal/e  'mouse-trap*, 
O.  E.  fealle,  iniis-fealle.  In  this  case  we  have  thus  traced 
the  X.  E.  form  back  to  an  O.  E.  weak  feminine. 

Of  the  O.  E.  pres.  t.  formations,  the  forms  in  which 
these  questions  of  identification  chiefly  present  themselves 
are  the  ^^-neuters.  The  problem  arises  here  whether  a 
certain  number  of  M.  E.  forms,  occurring  in  O.  E.  as  ge- 
forms,  may,  or  may  not,  be  identified  with  the  latter,  al- 
though they  show  no  trace  of  the  prefix  in  M.  E. ;  or,  to 
take  an  example,  whether  the  above-mentioned  N.  E.  walk 
(Introd.  p.  I.)  is  to  be  identified  with  O.  E.  leivealc  ox  xiO\.. 
For  this  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a  short  survey 
of  the  history  of  O.  E.  gc-. 

This  prefix  undergoes,  as  is  known,  a  gradual  weak- 
ening in  the  course  of  the  M.  E.  period  [Zc-,y-,  /-),  resulting 
in  its  complete  dropping  in  N.  E.,  except  in  a  few  isolated 
or  obsolete  forms  ^.  Before  its  definite  disappearance,  how- 
ever, (about  the  middle  of  the  14^'^  cent.)  a  great  unsett- 
ledness,  as  is  natural,  prevails:  the  North  and  Midland 
dialects  are  generally  more  advanced  than  the  South.  If, 
thus,  one  cannot  hope  to  be  able  to  ascertain  in  general 
the  relations  between  O.  E.  j^-forms  and  later  formations, 
the  difficulty  is  enhanced  in  the  present  instance  by  the 
varying  use  of  the  prefix  in  the  O.  E.  forms  (see  above). 
The  different  possibilities  that  present  themselves  here  have 
been  alluded  to  in  the  case  o{  fall,  and  will  be  discussed 
in  each  several  case.  Often,  however,  we  must  content 
ourselves  with  merely  stating  the  forms  found,  as  there  is 
no  evidence  to  be  obtained  on  the  point  in  question.  In 
order  to  mark  the  gradual  progression  towards  prefixless 
forms,  the  inverse  order  to  that  in  the  preceding  section 
is  adopted,  those  forms  being  placed  first  in  which  O.  E. 
has  (^jj^/forms,  as  the  prefix  is  kept  more  frequently  in 
these  cases. 


^  Kluge  Grdr.  p.    1057,  Sweet  N.  E.  Gr.  §   1582 
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I.     M.  E.  (^/y-forms,  corresponding  to  O.K. 
f^(7^y)-neuters. 
i-sivinch,  -swine ^  zvinch  (Ayenb.),  sivinc  'labour'. 
On  the  interchange  of  ch — c  see  below. 
i-ivin,  zvin  'contest,  labour'. 

un-ilimp,  -Ihnp  'misfortune',  limp    'accident ,    all  three 
forms  in  Hom.  II. 
i-fiht,  fiht  'fight". 

i-met,  met  'measure';  N.  E.  mete  in  the  phrase  vietes 
and  bounds:  O.  E.  ofey-'gemet  'excess'  appears  in  M.  E. 
as  oferrmett  O. 

i-K^ld,  hald,  lifild  'hold,  support,  castle',  X.  E.  Jiold, 
strong-hold.  The  other  N.  E.  senses  are  due  to  later 
formation  from  the  verb,  see  N.  E.  D. 
i'Scead,  scJiead  Kath.  shced.  O.  distinction',  N.  E. 
dial,  shed  'difference'  (Halliw.);  here  the  O.  E.  ^e- 
form  is  the  only  one  which  accords  \\\\\\  the  N.  E., 
both  in  form  (O.  E.  ^esccad,  but  scad)  and  meaning 
(see  above).  N.  E.  shed  in  sense  'parting  of  the  hair', 
on  the  other  hand,  goes  back  to  M.  E.  schede  in  the 
same  sense,  a  secondary  form  of  M.  E.  schode  (Chauc), 
O.  E.  scdda,  see  below. 

i-bed,  bed  'prayer,  bead',  N.  E.  bead\  the  N.  E.  D.  gives 
the  preference  to  the  O.  E.  ic-ioxxxs.  as  the  etymon  of 
N.  E.   bead\  cf.  however  O.  E.  bedii,  above  p.   39. 
i-zvald,  -wQld,  zvald,  ivqld  'power'. 

2.    M.  E.  prefixless  forms  corresponding  to  O.  E. 
f^jj^/neuters. 

The  question  to  be  discussed  here  is  the  possibility 
of  both  O,  E.  forms  being  represented  in  the  M.  E.  one. 
In  those  cases  which  speak  in  support  of  this  assumption, 
the  arguments  are  afforded  by  the  senses  of  the  M.  E.  form. 

derf  "labour,  affliction'.    The  N.  E.  D.  disregards  O.  E. 

deorf  [:  »M.  E.  derf,  app.  shortened  for  O.  Y..  ^edeorf^.] 
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yeld,  yild  tribute;  guild'.  As  O.  E.  ^egield  as  a  rule 
means  guild'  (N.  E.  D.  see  guild],  and  O.  E.  ^ield 
only  means  'tribute',  the  blending  alluded  to  may- 
be considered  as  established  in  this  case.  O.  E.  gegyld- 
heall  is  M.  E.  yeld(e)-,  yild-hallc  Chauc,  E.  Guilds. 
The  confluence  is,  however,  lost  again  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Scand.  form  in  the  sense  'guild' : 
N.  E.  guild,  and  older  N.  E.  yildc,  Scotch  yeild  'tri- 
bute'^; the  literary  Engl.  jj7>/^ 'fruits,  produce  is  to  be 
referred  to  a  N.  E.  sense  of  the  verb  (earliest  quota- 
tion in  the  Cent.  D.  Bacon:  a  goodly  yield  of  fruits), 
teld  'tent'. 

set  [:  sette  dat.  A.  R.]  seat';  can  only  be  derived  from 
O.  E.  geset.  As  for  the  forms  in  N.  E.  see  below. 
schap  shape,  form'  and  membrum  genitale';  the  first 
sense  only  accords  with  the  O.  E.  ^j^-form,  the  second 
is  common  to  both  O.  E.  forms;  on  the  dissyllabic 
forms,  giving  N.  E.  shape  see  below. 
hat,  hqt    command,  promise'. 

bland,  in  the  combination  in  bland,  is  supposed  by 
Bjorkman-  to  be  from  Scand.;  cf,  howev^er,  O.  E.  (^ej- 
bland. 

lac,  Iqc  'offering,  gift' ;  here  the  meaning  points  solely 
to   the  shorter  O.  E.  form;   besides,  O.  E.  ^elac  only 
occurs  in  poetry. 
We    may    add   here   some  cases,  in  which  the  O.  E. 

forms    which  can  be  taken  into  account  are  found  among 

the  pairs  given  above,  p.   31. 

reozv(e)  :  O.  E.  gehreow,  hrcoiv. 

drinc,    ofer-drinc    'excessive   drinking"  :  O.  E.  gedrinc, 

drinc. 

fiht :  O.  E.  (le)feoht,  feohte,  see  N.  E.  D. 

berg  'protection'  :  O.  E.  ^ebeorg,  -beorg. 

wasche,  wesche  'water,  ford  :  O.  E.  leivcesc,  iu(Bsc\  with 

^  See  Halliwell,  Jamieson.  -  Scand.   Loanw.   in  M.  E.  II.  p.   204. 


O.  E.   wcBteva  geivcesc  'aquarium  alluvio',  ivcEtergeiucesc 
'alluvium'  Wr.-Wiilck.  cf.   zuasche  of  wafer,  Palsgr. 
fall  'fair  :  O.  E.  ^efeall,  fealL 

3.  M.  E.  forms  corresponding  to  O.  E.  ^^^-forms. 
About  two  thirds  of  the  O.  E.  formations  given  under 
I.  2,  (above,  p.  26.  27)  have  not  survived  in  M.  E.,  so  that 
the  several  verbs  have  no  parallel  noun-formations  along- 
side them.  When,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  converted 
nouns  are  found  in  N.  E.  which  have  corresponding  O.  E. 
j^-forms,  but  are  either  not  represented  at  all,  or  occur  only 
sporadically  in  the  intermediate  periods,  these  cases  must 
be  considered  in  the  same  way  as  was  pointed  out  as  pos- 
sible for  N.  E.  ride,  see  Introd.  p.  2.  Such  nouns  are  N.  E. 
/^zt' 'lowing',  hirst  'bursting',  w/W winding';  d.  O.  E.  ^ehlow, 
geberst,  geivind  in  the  same  senses.  The  M.  E.  forms  which 
are  found  here  generally  appear  without  prefix;  it  is  only 
preserved  in  the  first  example: 

l-beat  in  bil-ibeat  'conflict  of  swords',   but  N.  E.  beat, 

n.,  as  low  (N.  E.  D.). 

grind  'grinding'. 

Jiring    throng'. 

berk  'bark  (of  a  dog)',  in  the  phrase:  sor  is  bite  and 

sor  is  berk,  Angl.  IV.  197;  cf  N.  E.  Jiis  bark  is  zuorse 

than    his    bite.     The   earliest  quotation  in  N.  E.  D.  is 

dated  1562. 

breid   'throw,    twist',  N.  E.  braid   in   concrete    sense: 

'something  twisted,  plait'.  M.  E.  breid,  braid  in  sense 

'stratagem',  on  the  other  hand,  is  <  O.  E.  •••<^r^:'<^</ (above 

p.   33),  brcs^d  (below). 

delf  ditch,  quarry',  N.  E.  delf  delve  (obs.).  The  N.  E.  D. : 

»Late  O.  E.  dcelf  for  delf  app.  aphet.  f.  O.E.  gedelf». 

brek  'act  of  breaking'  :  O.  E.  -gebrec  in  biin-gebree  (see 

above  p.  28);    in  support  of  the  identity  of  the  two 

forms   may  be  alleged  the  fact  of  there  being  some 
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instances  in  M.  E.  with  short  vowel,  which  are  scarcely 
to  be  accounted  for,  save  by  referring  them  to  O.  E. 
^ebvcc  :  breck  C.  M.,  brekke  Chauc. 
walk  'walk,  march'.     In  this  instance  we  are  able  to 
trace  exactly  the  development  of  the  ^r-form:  O.  E. 
^ezvealc  appears  in  the  later  O.  E.  in  the  combination 
gezvealc  and  geivinn  (Chron.   I  lOo)  in  sense  'struggle, 
fight' .    The  same  phrase  recurs  in  Lay.  as  wale  and 
zuin,  proving  the  identity  of  the  O.  E.  and  M.  E.  forms 
in  spite  of  the  prefix  missing  even  in   such  an  early 
text    as    the    Lay.   —    The    rise   of   the    M.  E.,  N.  E. 
sense  'walk'  from  that  of  O.  E.  'rolling'   can  be  seen 
from    passages   such  as:    mtichcl  ic  habbe  i-zvalkc?i  bi 
zvater  ant  bi  londe  Hickes;  an  Jmndred  zvintev  zvelken 
('rolled  by')  Gen.  Ex.;  zvide  zvalken  Langl. 
In    order   to  show    all  the  possibilities  which  arise  in 
a  full    consideration    of   the    M.  E.  forms    from    the    point 
of  view  dealt  with  here,  it  will  be  necessary  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  a  phenomenon  of  frequent  occurence  in  M.  E.,  viz. 
the  appearance  of  final  -e  in  words  which  in  O.  E.  end  in 
a  consonant  ^   It    is    found    in    the   following  forms,  which 
mostly  go  back  to  O.  E.  ^<f-neuters : - 

brcke  Pr.  P.,  N.  E.   break  =  brek  above;  in  some  uses 

it  may  also  represent  O.  \\.  brycc  (see  below,  Chapt.  III). 

victc,  N.  \L.  mete,  =  met  above. 

reke  '?  haste,  hurry'  (see  Stratm)  :  O.  EL.  gerec  p.   26. 

seie,  N.  E.  seat  =  set  above. 

fare   mostly  <  O.  E.  faru,  but   the  compound  M.  E. 

thurgh-fare,  N.  EL.  thorough-fare  is  O.  E.  Jmrhfc^r.  For 

M.  ^.  forth-,  zvai-fare  we  find  a  third  form  in  O.  ¥..  for, 

see  below,  Chapt.  II. 

^  See  Sachse,  Das  unorgan.   e  in   Orrmulum,  Halle    1881. 

"  Sporadic  instances  of  this  have  already  been  seen  (zvasche,  rcoive). 
Such  cases  as  these,  however,  which  have  left  no  traces  in  the  later 
language  are  disregarded  here. 


48 

M.  E.,  N.  E.  grave  :  O.  E.  giref. 

lade  'load',  N.  E.  (obs.)  lade  :  O.  E.  hl<ed,  see  X.  E.  D. 
lade. 

schape,    N.  E.  shape  --=  scJiap    above;    the    dissyllabic 

forms  occur  in  both  senses  found  in  schap:  Jn  shape 

dide  pat  hit  ne  sholde  Horn.  II;  schape  'shape'  Eangl.  C. 

After  this  statement  of  the  two  phenomena  described 

[:  dropping  of  ^e-,  appearance  of  final  M.  E.  -e\  we  are  able 

to  point  out  for  the  following  forms  (cf  the  list  above  p. 

45)  different  alternatives  of  origin : 

bede  :  O.  E.  ^ebed  and  bedu  (if  extant). 
sete,   N.  E.  seat:  O.  E.  ^eset  and  Scand.  swti\  the  cur- 
rent etymology  will  thus  be  found  to  be  uncalled  fon 
fare  :  O.  E.  gefivr,  feer  and  faru. 


We  will  now  pass  on  to  examine  those  phases  in  the 
development  shown  by  the  material  given  above,  which 
are  to  be  ascribed  to  verbal  influence  and  the  questions 
connected  therewith.  The  general  condition  for  the  occur- 
rence of  such  processes  is  that  the  association  between  the 
two  parts  of  speech  should  be  kept  up.  The  degree  of 
this  association  may  vary,  both  in  the  forms  of  one  period 
and  in  the  same  form  during  different  periods,  and  this  dif- 
ference of  relation  gives  the  several  formations  their  more  or 
less  verbal  character^.  In  the  O.  E.  pres.t.  forms,  such  words 
as  heod,  zve^,  on-heaiv,  which  have  a  concrete  sense,  are  less 
closely  related  to  their  verbs  than  those  which  appear  as 
nouns  of  action.  The  ways  in  which  the  relation  between 
etymologically  related  words  may  change  during  the  course 
of  development  are  various-;  we  will  here  limit  ourselves 
to  pointing  out  some  factors,  which  lead  to  the  breaking 
off  of  the  association  between  noun  and  verb,  in  other 
words,  to  the  isolation  of  the  former. 

'   Wilmanns  §    143-2.  -   See  Paul,   Prinz.   Chapt.   X. 
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The  simplest  case  here  is  that  the  verb  becomes  ex- 
tinct. In  M.  E.  the  noun  ga?zg  was  still  conceived  as  a 
derivative  of  gangen,  go^n,  as  shown  by  the  M.  E.  formation 
misgang  'trespass',  to  misgan\  in  N.  E.  this  is  no  longer 
the  case,  except  in  Scotch,  where  the  verb  is  still  preserved 
in  the  form  gang. 

The  association  is  further  lost  when  the  verb  develops 
divergently  in  form  or  meaning.  To  this  cause  may  be 
ascribed  the  development  of  a  concrete  sense  in  N.  E.  bead^ 
as  the  verb  bidden  became  confused  in  M.  E.  with  beden, 
O.  E.   beodan. 

The  original  relation  between  noun  and  verb  may 
moreover  be  modified  by  the  former  being  referred  to  weak 
verbs,  or  by  contamination  with  other  words.  If  the  origi- 
nal form  is  preserved,  double  forms  arise  in  this  way. 
Two  pairs  of  this  kind  are  N.  E.  seat  —  set,  yield  —  guild, 
dealt  with  above.  The  passing  to  a  weak  derivative  seen 
in  the  case  of  set  has  already  been  pointed  out  for  the 
O.  E.  form  (above  p.  30);  in  M.  E.  there  appears  forset 
'obstacle'  to  forsetten  'bar,  impede',  and  the  N.  E.  noun 
has  taken  the  various  senses  of  the  verb,  appearing  also  in 
such  cases  of  conversion  as  outset,  onset.  (N.  E.  set  of  things 
is,  according  to  Skeat,  a  peculiar  use  of  Lat.  sectd)^. 

The  processes  which  are  to  be  studied  in  what  follows 
are  generally  classed  under  analogical  phenomena.  When 
M.  E.  trode  also  appears  as  trede,  it  is  said  to  be  trans- 
formed on  the  analogy  of  the  verb,  just  as  M.  E.  f^men 
appears  as  fqmen  on  the  analogy  of  the  noun.  But,  if  we 
consider  the  matter  more  closely,  the  process  in  the  former 
case  will  be  found  to  be  of  another  nature.  M.  E.  trode 
has  original  pa.  pple.  vowel  (see  below),  trede  that  of  the 
pres.  t. ;  the  relation  between  the  two  forms  is  therefore  the 
same  as  between  O.  E.  drync  —  drinc,  and  analogous  to 
that  of  O.  E.  heaf —  heof  (above  p.  33  ff.) ;  two  modes  of  for- 

^  Cone.  Et.   D.  set  (2),  Notes  on  Engl.  Etymol.  p.    269. 

C.  Palmgren.  4 
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mation  are  represented  in  the  same  word,  and  of  these  the 
older  is  supplanted  by  the  younger.  If  then,  in  the  pheno- 
mena of  this  kind,  we  bear  in  mind  the  theories  for  the  re- 
lations between  the  different  formations  (see  above),  we  are 
able  to  test  how  far  these  theories  are  confirmed  by  the 
development  in  English. 

The  statements  made  on  this  point  for  the  O.  E.  pres. 
t.  formations  were,  as  will  be  remembered,  the  same  in  all 
groups:  pres.  t.  vowel  in  the  noun  is,  generally  speaking, 
a  sign  of  younger  formation.  This  is  especially  seen  in 
those  cases  in  which  two  modes  of  formation  are  repre- 
sented in  one  word ;  here  transition  to  pres.  t.  form  was 
assumed  in  several  cases.  Applying  this  point  of  view  to 
the  corresponding  phenomena  in  M.  E.,  it  may  be  pointed 
out  here  at  once  that  the  conditions  in  this  case  are  the 
same  as  have  been  asserted  for  O.  E. :  whenever  a  transi- 
tion of  the  kind  described  takes  place,  it  is  towards  a 
pres.  t.  formation,  from  some  one  of  the  other  groups.  In 
the  original  pres.  t.  forms,  therefore,  with  which  we  are  con- 
cerned here,  there  are  no  cases  of  transition  to  be  found ;  the 
phenomena  which  come  into  account  here  consist  in  a  closer 
adaptation  of  certain  forms  to  the  pres.  t.  stem,  manifested 
in  various  ways.  Here,  then,  the  process  may  be  termed 
cases  of  analogy,  of  the  same  kind  as  those  treated  in  the 
Introduction.  We  have  already  pointed  out  such  forms  in 
O.  E.,  and  will  give  in  this  place  a  short  summary  of  those 
influences  in  the  O.  E.  period,  to  which  these  forms  are  due. 
First  of  all  there  is  to  be  mentioned  here  the  change  of 
stress  in  noun-compounds,  sometimes  combined  with  change 
of  form.  Here  enter  all  compounds  with  ^e-,  most  of 
those  with  to-  [t&scdd  Sweet  St.  D.),  and  be-  [be'hdt).  Other 
prefixes  keep  their  stress:  and-  (\  and-^icl  —  on^ietan],  ce- 
(:  m-spring  —  dspringan).  Double  stress  is  found  in  bcot  — 
behdt,    bi-^^ng  —  began^  ^.     Further    there    appear   medial 

'   Kluge  Grdr.  p.    1051,  Bulbring  Elementarb.  §§   71.   72. 
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sounds  in  place  of  the  regular  final  sounds.  Such  cases 
are  geheaw,  gehreow  in  which  the  iv  would  regularly  be 
dropped ;  its  appearance  is  attributed  by  Sievers  ^,  it  is  true, 
to  the  inflected  cases,  but  for  the  words  in  question  here 
the  influence  of  the  parallel  verbs  is  doubtless  to  be  taken 
into  account,  too.  Finally,  verbal  influence  is  seen  in  the 
supplanting  of  particular  sounds  of  the  noun  by  the  corre- 
sponding ones  of  the  verb.  Instances  of  this  are  afforded 
by  and-szvp'u  (p.  39),  possibly  also  by  gescead  (p.  30.). 
Of  the  last  kind  are  the  majority  of  corresponding  pheno- 
mena in  M.  E. ;  the  two  O.  E.  examples  also  recur  here. 
Going  back  to  the  O.  E.  forms,  then,  the  appearance 
of  analogical  forms  in  M.  E.  presupposes  a  modifying  of  the 
older  ones.     This  modifying  aflects 

I.     the  stem-vowel  of  the  noun. 

andsware  and  an(c/)swere  Shor.,  Gen.  Ex.;  N.E.  answer-. 
In  M.  E.  the  ^-form  is  the  common  one;  both  forms 
are  found  in  O.,  O.  &  N.  —  The  simple  M.  E.  sware, 
in  the  same  sense,  of  which  no  ^- forms  are  recorded, 
may  be  from  Scand.  svar'^\  in  sense  'oath'  cf.  O.  E. 
d^-szvaru. 

zvop  and  wep  Gen.  Ex.  'weeping' ;  Lay.  has  wop^  zveop. 
The  process  in  these  two  examples  is  easily  accoun- 
ted for  by  the  fact  that  the  verbs  have  j  in  the  pres.  t. 
stem;  the  difference  of  vowel  in  noun  and  verb  was  there- 
fore suppressed  by  transferring  the  mutated  vowel  of  the 
latter  to  the  noun. 

In  the  two  following  cases,  the  process  is  of  a  some- 
what different  kind:  the  sound  substituted  belongs  origi- 
nally only  to  some  forms  of  the  verb,  from  which  it  is 
extended  to  the  others;  its  appearance  in  the  noun  is  there- 
fore, properly  speaking,  only  the  continuation  of  an  act 
started  in  the  verb  itself. 


'   Gr.   §    174.3.      -   Koeppel   1.    c.   p.    37.      "'  BjOrkman   1.  c.   II.   p.    255. 
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schqdc  and  sh\de  'the  parting  of  the  hair  of  the  head' 
D.  Troy;  N.  E.  shed\  the  M.  E.  forms  with  the  sense 
'distinction'  (above  p.  44)  go  back  to  forms  which 
may  have  been  influenced  by  the  verb  already  in 
O.  E. ;  see,  with  reference  to  these,  above  p.  30. 
hat,  hqt  and  heie  Gaw.,  PI.  Cr.,  highi[e)  C.  M.,  heycht 
Wynt.  Cron.  command,  promise  ;  bchqt  and  behete 
Townl.,  Harding  Chron.,  behighi  Apol.  The  succes- 
sive forms  of  the  noun  are  parallel  to  those  of  the 
verb.  In  the  Midi,  dialect.,  the  original  pres.  t.  hate, 
hqte  took  the  form  of  the  pa.  t.  hct,  being  changed 
to  hete\  in  the  North,  the  redupl.  pa.  t.  (O.  E.  heht) 
became  the  prevailing  form  (N.  E.  D.  see  hight,  v.)^ 

2.    the  consonant  (final  or  initial)  of  the  noun. 

drinch  and  drlnc  Sev.  Sag.,  Hav.,  Mand.;  N.  E.  drink; 
both  forms  occur  in  O.  In  the  North,  the  latter  is 
the  regular  form  of  O.  E.  drmc  and  may  here  also 
regularly  represent  O.  E.  drync  (see  below);  cf.  be- 
sides O.  E.  ledrinc  (above  p.  27).  We  also  find 
M.  E,  drinkc  <  O.  E.  drinca.  —  There  are  thus  several 
factors  which  may  have  contributed  to  the  form  of 
N.  E.  drink. 

An  interchange  ch  —  c  is  also  found  in  M.  E.  szvinch, 
i-swinch  —  swine,  i-swinc.  In  these  forms,  if  going 
back  to  O.  E.  geswinc,  the  stopped  sound  will  have 
to  be  considered  as  the  regular  one,  whereas  the  ch 
is  probably  due  to  pairs  in  which  the  interchange 
was  original. 

In   the  single   instance   in   which  modification  of  the 
initial  consonant  is  found,  the  process  is  the  same  as 
in  the  case  of  shede,  hete: 
angin    (hard    g   according   to    the   N.  E.  D.)   Hom.  I., 

Ten  Brink   Chauc.   Spr.   §    130. 
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Hatton  Gosp.  ^  'commencement' ;  the  stopped  sound 
of  the  verb  M.  E.  aginnen  originally  belonged  only 
to  the  pa.  t.  and  pa.  pple.,  from  which  it  was  extended 
to  the  pres.  t.  -  and  further  to  the  noun. 
We  will  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  those 
pres.  t.  formations  which  first  appear  in  the  M.  E.  period. 
Before  doing  so,  however,  we  must  make  clear  what  is  to 
be  considered  here  as  a  new-formation.  In  accordance 
with  the  principle  enunciated  above  (p.  41  ff.),  only  those 
forms  are  classed  under  this  heading  which  cannot  be  traced 
back  to  earlier  forms,  either  as  regularly  developed  or 
transformed  in  some  way  or  other.  In  deaUng  with  the 
development  of  the  O.  E.  ^7^-forms  in  M.  E.  we  have  acted 
on  this  principle,  although  several  of  those  cases  may,  as 
pointed  out,  properly  have  to  be  placed  here.  Similarly, 
it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  state  what  is  to  be  regarded  as 
transformation  and  what  is  not.  In  M.  E.  there  appears 
the  noun  criid,  N.  E.  crowd  to  the  verb  M.  E,  cruden,  O.  E. 
crudan\  now  there  existed  in  O.  E.  two  noun-formations 
with  the  same  sense:  -croda,  -gecrod  (see  below),  of  which 
the  M.  E.  word  might  be  considered  as  a  modified  form ; 
but  this  is  rendered  improbable,  partly  owing  to  the 
phonetic  disparity  between  the  O.  E.  and  M.  E.  forms,  partly 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  former  have  left  no  traces, 
as  far  as  we  know,  in  M.  E.;  criid  is  therefore  given  here. 
—  Another  doubtful  point  attaching  to  these  forms  is  that 
to  most  of  them  corresponding  formations  are  found  in  the 
cognate  languages,  especially  M.  L.  G.  and  M.  Du.,  and 
consequently  provenience  from  these  languages  is  not  ex- 
cluded. 

I.    rtve    'rake'  -=  M.  L.  G.   rive,  M.  Du.    rijve\    the 
verb  M.  E.  riven  for  which  Scand.  origin  is  gene- 

^  These    monuments    generally    distinguish    the  different  ^-sounds  in 
M.  E.,  see  Napier,  Acad.  XXXVII.  Febr.  22.    1890. 
-  Kluge  Grdr.  p.  999. 
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rally  assumed  ^  is,   however,   thoroughly  English 
in   form   (pa.  t.  raf,  pa.  pple.  riven). 
II.     cheu    act  of  chewing. 
crud  'crowd. 

grete,  N.  E.  (obs.)  greet  'weeping';  O.  E.  had  two 
verbs,  which  became  mixed  up  in  M.  E. :  ^reotan, 
^' great  and  '^'grmtan,  gretan  (» presumably  strong, 
redupl.»  N.  E.  D.). 
III.  sinke,  N.  E.  sink  =  M.  Du.  sinke\  see  SkeatConc. 
Et.  D. 

slinge,  N.  E.  sling  =  O.  Fris.,  M.  Du.  slinge\  M.E. 
slingen,  slang,  O.  E.  "^slingan',  cf.,  however,  Skeat 
Cone.  Et.  D. 

stinc  Pr.  P.,  Chauc,  stinchO.,  Bek. ;  N.  E.  stink 
(cf.  N.  E.  stench,  below);  the  interchange  of  con- 
sonant is  probably  due  to  the  same  cause  as 
assumed  for  swine  —  swinch  (see  above),  although 
stinch  may,  of  course,  also  go  back  to  an  O.  E. 
>     ^' stinc  (<  Teuton,  "^stinki-). 

wink  'sleep,  nap',  N.  E.  zvink'.  M.  E.  zvinken,  zvank 
and  winken,  winked  (Skeat,  see  zvink). 
lel,  N.  E.  yell. 

szvelg  'whirlpool,  pit',  N.  E.  szvallow  =  M.  Du. 
szvelgh,  M.  L.  G.  szvelch.  The  frequent  o-forms 
of  the  noun:  szvolg  A.  P.,  szvolowe  (dat.)  Chauc. 
are  to  be  referred  to  the  inf.  swollen.,  for  which 
Biilbring-  supposes  an  O.  P^.  ^swolgian. 
geor  A.  R.,  giir  Jul.  'cry,  wail':  georren,  gur(r)en 
roar';  the  O.  E.  verb  is  gierran,  gyrran^  to  which 
the  M.E.  //-forms  go  back^;  the  ^^-forms  pre- 
suppose an  O.  E.  *georran  (Siev.  1.  c). 
fert  'peditum'  '.  ferten,  O.  E.  "^'feortan,  feortun^ 
(Sweet  St.  D.). 

*  BjOrkman  I.  c.  p.  252,  Skeat,  KIuge-Lutz. 

=  Q.  F.  63.  p.  80.        ••  Siev.  Gr.  §  388  Note  i.        "^  Balbring  1.  c.  p.  80. 
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smerte,  N.  E.  smart  =-M.  Du.,   M.L.  G.  smerte: 

M.  E.  smerten^  pa.  t.  sm(e)art,  O.  E.  ^smeortan  in 

fyr-smeortende  (Sweet  St.  D.). 

murne    sorrow'. 

The  two  last  cases  may  also   be  considered  as 

original  adjectives:   M.  E.  smerte  'smart,   sharp' 

(cf.  O.E.  smeart),  murne  'mournfur,  O.  E.  im-murn 

'without  anxiety*. 

spume  'stumbling(-block)';    M.  E.  spurnen  (O.  E. 

spurnan,  spearri)  has  become  weak. 
IV.    here  'bearing'. 

hele  'hiding-place';  cf.,  however,  Stratm.,  N.  E.  D. 
VI.    cale  ?  'cold'   [:  in  hete  &  in  cale  Leg.]  :  M.  E.  pa. 

pple.  acale,  O.  E.  calan,  acalan. 

gal{e)  'singing,  mirth';  O.  French  gale  may  also, 

according  to  the  N.  E.  D.,  be  represented  here. 

stande  'cask',  N.  E.  (obs.)  stand;  cf.  M.  E.  stand 

'stand,    position',    O.  E.  stand  'delay'  p.   33;  an 

O.  E.  stand  given  by  Stratmann  is  not  confirmed 

by  Sweet. 

'Z£/^;r 'increase';  M.E.  waxen,  we(o)x,  O.  E.  zveaxan. 
VII.    dr'^d,  N.  E.  dread\  M.  E.  dr\den  (O.  E.  ondrmdan) 

is  weak. 

faldjqld.  N.  E.fold'.faldenjqlden,  O.  E.fealdan, 
feold.  Sweet  gives  a  doubtful  O.  E.  lefeald. 
From  these  later  forms,  too,  we  are  able  to  infer  that 
the  O.  E.  groups  of  forms  are  no  longer  to  be  recognized 
in  M.  E.  We  find,  it  is  true,  an  isolated  M.  E.  formation 
like  helpe  O.,  Gen.  Ex.  'helper',  formed  on  the  type  of 
the  O.  E.  weak  mavSculines,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
also  appear  mold-werp  'mole',  wald  'governor'  belonging 
to  the  same  O.E.  category  as  helpe,  but  of  different  form. 
Nor  are  the  forms  given  in  the  list  above  to  be  classed 
under  any  special  O.  E.  category. 


CHAPTER  II. 
IPa,  t.  Formations* 

Old  English. 

These  forms  are  more  sparsely  represented  in 
O.  E.  than  either  of  the  other  categories.  The  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  this  fact  with  regard  to  the  early- 
history  of  the  forms  in  question,  is,  that  the  mode  of  forma- 
tion to  which  they  are  due  has  the  least  vitality,  and  this 
circumstance  may  be  drawn  attention  to  in  connection  with 
the  relations  dealt  with  above  between  these  and  the  pres.  t. 
forms.  —  Another  view,  illuminating  the  prehistory  of  the 
category,  is  presented  by  Verner's  law,  pointing  to  original 
ending-stress  1;  in  several  cases,  however,  levelling  has  taken 
place,  both  forms  sometimes  interchanging.  As  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  we  will  start  with  the  group  most  re- 
presented, which  is  here  the 

A.     Masculines. 
I.    Strong  Masculines. 
These    contain    the    plurality   of  masc.  forms,  as  the 
group  of  nouns  of  agent  is  here  very  restricted.  We  have 
to  treat  separately  o-  and  /-stems,  both  occurring  in  about 
equal  number, 
a.    <9-stems. 

I.  snaw,  snd  [ivo-^i)  'snow';  the  verb  snhvan  has 
become  weak  in  O.  E.;  in  O.  Icel.  there  exist 
still  the  pa.  pple.  snifenn  and  3^"^  sg.  snyr'\  with 
reference  to  the  final  cons.,  cf.  geheaiv,  gchreow 
above  p.   51. 

'   Cf.   V.  Bahder  p.  35.  -'  Noieen  Aisl.  Gr.  §  410  Note. 
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II.    beal  'ring,  bracelet',  N.  E.  bee  :  biiian,  see  N.  E.  D. 
fleah    'flea'.      The    gender    is    not    fully    ascer- 
tained; Teuton.  *plauk-  rather  than  "^-flauh-,  see 
N.  E.  D.,  Kluge    Et.  VVb.  Floh.     The    common 
O.  E.  form  is  flea,  see  below. 
heaf  =  heof  ^.  33;  that  ea  in  keaf'i^  assured,  and 
does  not  stand  for  eo'^  (any  more  than,  inversely, 
heof  for  heaf,  is  shown  by  its  local  distribution : 
it  occurs  in  Oros.,  Blickl.  Hom. 
leneat  'companion'  :  neotan\  here  noun-derivation 
(from  neat,  below)  is,  however,  more  likely-. 
sceaf  'bundle,  sheaf  :  scufan. 
sceat  'piece  of  cloth;  lap,  surface'  etc.  sceat-lme 
'sheet   of  sail' ;    the  relation  of  sense  to  sceotan 
is  not  fully  ascertained,  see  Kluge  Et.  Wb.  Schoss\ 
Skeat,  Cone.  Et.  D.,  considers  the  original  sense 
to  be  'projection'. 

sea^  'pit,  cistern;  pond,  \2ik.€  \  seopan  'seethe'; 
cf.  O.  Fris.  sath  'well',  M.  H.  G.  sot  'boiHng'  and 
'weir. 

preat  'crowd;  violence;  threat'  :  dpreotan  'afflict, 
urge';  see  Skeat,  threat. 
III.    sanl  'song,  singing'  (given    without    gender   by 
Sweet). 

swamm  'fungus'  :  swimman\  see  Kluge  Et.  Wb. 
Schwamm. 

pranl  'throng';  cf  lepring  (above  p.  27),  ^e- 
prang  (below). 

brcegd=  bregdp.  33;  gebrcegd (Cook's,  Gloss.)  may 
have    original    ^•^;    but    elsewhere    ee  is  assured 
[:  breed  Thorpe's  Laws] . 
hwearf  'exchange'  :  hzveorfan. 
wearp  'warp'  :  we  or  pan. 

^  Biilbring  Elementarb.  §   114.        -  Cf.  Wilmanns  §§  140.2,  146  Note. 
^  Biilbring  I.e.  §  92  Note   i,  Bj5rkman,   Loanw.  II.  p.  239. 
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b.    /-stems. 

I.  rdes  'running'  :  drisan.  This  is  Sweet's  etymology; 
other  explanations  are  given  by  Skeat,  Kluge- 
Lutz  (see  race)\  see  also  Bjorkman^. 
wrddd,  wrcep  (Cur.  Past.  Cotton  MSS.,  Sweet 
122.16)  'wYe2it\\  :  wripan\  the  suppression  seen 
in  wrde^  of  the  consonant-change  according  to 
Verner's  law  is  obviously  due  to  the  correspond- 
ing forms  of  the  verb. 
II.    hliet  'lot'  :  hleotan. 

rec  'steam'  :  7'eocan\  this  is  the  Anglian  form  of 
W.  S.  '^r'lec,  '^ryc  (<  Teuton,  '^rauki-),  see  Skeat, 
Kluge-Lutz. 

smec,    sntic,    *smiec    'smoke'  :  smeocan'^;    cf.    the 
preceding  case. 
III.    dqnd  (also  f.,  n.,  Sweet  St.  D.)  'band,  bond'. 

drqnc  'drink,  draught;  drowning';  with  reference 
to  the  last  sense,  see  below. 
hl^mm   'sound,    noise'  :  hlimman  'resound,  roar'. 
st^nc  'sense  of  smell;  odour',  N.  E.  stench, 
st^n^  'pole,  stake'  :  stin^an. 

sw^nc  \x\\>\A2X\ovl  \  swine  an  \  cf  geszmne  p.  29. 
sw^n^  'stroke,  blow'. 

byl^,  Angl.  bcsl^,  belg  (<  ^balliY  'leather  bag, 
bellows'  :  belgan\  see  Skeat,  belly. 
The  forms  of  this  type  have  been  touched  upon  by 
V.  Bahder*,  and  asserted  by  him  to  be  exceptional  forma- 
tions, in  accordance  with  his  theory  that  the  nouns  of  action 
formed  by  the  suffix  -i-  have  the  weakest  gradation-vowel 
found  in  the  verb  (1.  c.  p.  25  ff.).  As  has  been  seen,  how- 
ever, the  list  of  exceptions  is  considerably  increased  by 
the  above  forms.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  in  several  cases 
we    may    account    for    them  by  considering  them  as  only 

'  1.  c.  I.  p.   96  and  Note.  '■   BQlbring  Elementarb.   §   499. 

"  Balbring  Elementarb.  §    175.  ^  1.   c.  p.  33. 
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indirectly  connected  with  strong  verbs,  viz.  as  derivatives 
from  the  weak  verbs  of  the  same  stem-formation  that  often 
stand  side  by  side  with  strong  ones:  rccan  —  reocan, 
smiecan,  dr^ncan,  hl^rnman  etc.  ^.  In  support  of  this  ex- 
planation may  be  cited -the  meaning  'drowning'  of  dr^nc, 
as  it  only  accords  with  dr^ncan.  —  We  will  not  take  into 
account  here  the  interpretation  given  by  v.  Bahder  p.  34 
of  bel^,  rec. 

An  additional  type  arises  in  the  pa.  t.  formations  from 
those  forms  whicli  have  the  vowel  cp,  of  the  pa.  t.  plur. 
In  the  masculines  only  two  cases  are  found  that  belong 
here : 

V.    mt   'food,    eating';    the    case    is  ambiguous,  the 

vowel  of  the  pa.  t.  plur.  having  penetrated  in  the 

sg.  too'^. 

iv(k.g     wave'  :  wegan,  see  Kluge  Et.  Wb.    Woge. 

2.    Weak  Masculines. 

The  few  forms  that  are  to  be  cited  here  are  generally 
more  or  less  ambiguous,  noun-derivation  being  admissible 
in  most  cases.  The  personal  meaning,  stated  as  character- 
istic for  the  weak  type  of  declension  (above  p.  32)  is  also 
here  prevalent. 

III.  pearfa  pauper'  :  purfan,  pearf^  f  (see  below);  may 
also  be  the  adj.  pearfa  'destitute'  used  as  a  noun. 

IV.  gestala    'accomplice  in  \}[i^{\!  :  stelan,  stalu^  (see 
below). 

V.    zt%bba    (j'on-st.)  'weaver'*^. 

zvr^cca    (     »     )  'exile,  wretch' :  ivrecan,  zvrcec-'  (see 
below). 
VI.    (le)fera{     »     )    'companion'  :/<?;'tf;2,    /o>*'    (see 
below). 

'  Kluge   Gidr.   p.   380,    Wilmanns  §   28,   c. 

-  Siev.   Gr.  §  391   Note  3. 

•'  SiiUerlin  1.   c.  p.  64.  '  1.   c.  p.   75.  "*  1.   c.  p.  65. 

"  1.   c.   p.    73. 
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The  vowel  of  the  past.  t.  plur.  is  found  in: 

V.    -(Bta    in   hldf-,  self-mta   'servant;    cannibal' ;    see 
above  (Bt. 

-sxta  in  buri-sddta  'citizen',  ende-,  la?td-s(Bta\  fur- 
ther   in    proper    names,  mostly  in  plur:    Dorn-, 
Dun-,  Stimor-,    Wil-sdetan. 
Outside  the  nouns  of  agent  are  to  be  cited: 

11.   fea  'flea"  ^'^'Jleaho^. 

sceata  'cloth,  bosom,  corner'  (also  of  sail;  cf. 
see  at- line  p.   57). 

seada,  sea^a  'hiccup,  heartburn (?)'  Sweet  St.  D.; 
with  reference  to  the  interchange  of  consonant 
cf.   wrckd,  -i>,  above  p.   58. 

V.    lefea,fea  'joy'  (<  "^gifaho)-  :  gefeon,  pa.  t.  lefeaJi. 

B.    Feminines. 

We  shall  here  have  to  treat  the  cases  of  sg.  and 
plur.  vowel  separately,  as  this  is  the  proper  domain  of  the 
latter^.  Still,  they  are  less  represented  in  O.  E.  than  in 
O.  H.  G.^  As  will  be  seen,  sometimes  O.  H.  G.  has  the 
vowel  of  the  plur.  where  the  corresponding  O.  E.  form 
has  that  of  the  sg. 

I.    vowel  of  the  sg. 
i.   Strong  Feminines. 

a.  with  short  stem-syllable. 

IV.    cwalu  'killing'  :  cwelan\  cf.   O.  H.  G.  quala, 
stalu  'stealing',  gestalu  'theft'  :  stelan. 
scaru  "(hair)-cutting,  (sheep)-shearing'  :  scicran. 
taru  'tear,  rent'  :  teran. 
V.    wracu    'revenge,    punishment'    etc.  :  wn'ean\  cf. 
O.  H;  G.  racha. 

^  Siev.  Gr.  §§   i  rp,   242.  -  Siev.   Gr.  §      111.2 

'  V.  Bahder  p.  43,  bottom.  ^   Wilmanns  §    165   d. 


6i 

b.  with  long  stem-syllable. 

I.  ^<i^ 'pledge, impost;  expectation'  :  bidan.  The  two 
first  senses  seem  to  be  due  to  the  weak  bmdan 
'compel,  urge  on'. 

drdf  'drove'  '.  drifan\  from  the  weak  drckfan  [nt] 
is    formed    ut-dmf  'expulsion',     and    from    this 
form  may  be  explained  drmf  'drove',  given  by 
Sweet  as  a  variant  of  drdf. 
grdp  'grasp'  :  gripan. 

ldd{d  according  to  Verner's  law)  'way;  carrying' : 
lipa?t. 

Idfj  beldf  'remnant,  remainder'  :  [be)lifan. 
rdd 'riding]  journey;  raid'  :  ridan\  in  composition 
various  forms  appear,  which  may  partly  be  iden- 
tical with  the  noun :  rd^d-,  rdede-  :  rced-ivmi  'chariot' 
(cf.  drdf —  drdef),  rddde-cpnpa,  -h^re,  -mann  (here 
probably    the    adj.  rckde  'mounted');    rdede-zviga 
'mounted  soldier'  also  appears  as  ridzvi^a,  show- 
ing   the    verbal    stem   in  noun-composition.    As 
an  original   second  component  rdd  is  probably 
represented    in    cored   'troop    of  cavalry'^;    the 
obscuring  of  the  second  element  has  led  to  the 
form  eored-gerid  'troop  of  cavalry'. 
snded  (jo-si.]  </ as  in  Idd)  'morsel  or  slice  of  food'; 
corsnded  'trial-morsel'  (Sweet  St.  D.) :  sni^an. 
II.    teag  [g  according  to  Verner's  law)  'chain'  :  teon. 

III.    cmin  'cognizance'  :  cunnan. 
pearf  'need'. 

VI.   for    'movement;    journey';   for^for    'departure, 
death',  we ^ for  'journey'. 

2.    Weak  Feminines. 

An    isolated    example   of  a  fem.  noun  of  agent  with 
pa.  t.  vowel    is    afforded   by  the    already  mentioned  w^bbe 

^   Sweet  St.  D.,   Siev.   Gr.   §§   43  Note   4,   222  Note   i. 
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(see  above  p.  38).  The  remaining  forms  that  belong  here 
show  a  certain  conformity  with  the  corresponding  pres.  t. 
formations,  both  with  regard  to  meaning  and  possibiUties 
of  derivation. 

I.    strOBcie   'pace,  step'  (Cook's  Gloss.),  is  given  by 
Sweet    with    Teuton.   ^,    but   is  doubtless  from 
stridan  (<  Teuton,   "^straibjdn)',  cf.  stride  in  same 
sense,  below. 
II.   flea,  cf.  above;   Sweet  only  gives  this  gender. 
sciete  (jon-st.)  'sheet,  cloth';  cf.  sceat  p.   57. 
IV.    -t7%dde  (    ,,    )    in    ele-tr^dde    'oil-press',    win\ge)- 

tr^dde  'wine-press'. 
V.    self-ddte  'a  plant';  ci.  cet,  deta  pp.   59,  60. 

II.    vowel  of  the  plur. 
I.   Strong  Feminines. 

IV.    b(Br  'bier,  litter'  :  beran. 

brddc    'rheum',    ^ebrddc  'phlegm,  cow^  \  brecan\ 
Sweet  gives  no  gender, 

nam  'seizure' ;  this  form  is  interpreted  by  Bjork- 
man^  as  due  to  Scand.  ndni\  it  may,  however, 
also  be  reckoned  here,  the  same  stem-formation 
occurring  in  the  pa.  t.  plur.  ndmon,  which,  al- 
though analogical,  is  of  early  date  in  O.  E. 
[naamun  Ep.  Gl.)-;  cf.  also  O.  H.  G.  ndma. 
The  form  also  appears  as  -nmn,  in  nicd-n(Bm 
=  nied-niniu,  above  p.  39.  The  vowel  in  this  and 
a  few  other  words  is  not  fully  explained^. 
scearra,  sceara  'shears'  :  scieran ;  plur.  to  a  sg. 
"^scear  <  *sccer,  corresponding  to  O.  H.  G.  scdra. 
The  double  consonant  in  O.  E.  scearra  is  explained 
by   the   form   scerero,  of  the  os-,  ^j-stem  type*. 

^  1.  c.  I.  p.  83.  -  Siev.   Gr.  §  390  Note  2. 

'  Siev.  Gr.  §  68  Note  r,  BOlbring  Elementaib.  §  192  Note,  Mors- 
bach,  Anglia  Beibl.   XI.  325  ff. 

"*  Siev.  Gr.  290  Note  3.;  the  identification  of  scerero  with  O.  E.  scear 
(see  below)  is,  however,  to  be  rejected. 
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V.    sprcec,  spcec  (jo-st.)  'speech'. 

scet  'ambush';  Sweet  gives  the  forms  erroneously 
with  mutated  de;  cf.  O.  Icel.  sat,  O.  Swed.  sat, 
forsdt. 

2.   Weak  Feminines. 

IV.    ])zv(hre  'churn  (.?),  oHve-press'  (Sweet  St.  D.)  '.fnve- 

ran  'churn,  stir'. 
V.    wdd^e  'scales,  balance'^  N.  E.  ivey  :  zve^an  'weigh', 
Skeat  Cone.  Et.  D. 

C.    Neuters. 

Here  recurs  the  formation  by  the  prefix  ^e-,  dealt 
with  in  the  preceding  chapter.  But  its  scope  is  very  limited 
here  and  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  the  vast  number  of 
^^-neuters  with  pres.  t.  vowel ;  here  the  point  of  view 
enunciated  above  p.  56  on  the  possible  connection  between 
chronology  and  frequency  is  especially  applicable.  Besides, 
several  of  these  j^-forms  also  allow  of  being  considered  as 
noun-derivates.  The  arrangement  is  the  same  as  in  the 
pres.  t.  forms,  after  the  different  appearance  of  the  prefix  in 
noun  and  verb;  only  the  possibilities  that  arise  in  this 
respect  are  less  various  here. 

I.    (j^-noun:  simple  verb. 

III.  lewand  'being  ashamed;  hesitation'  :  windan  'he- 
sitate'; the  comp.  gewindan  does  not  seem  to 
occur  in  this  sense. 

V.    ^estcen  'groaning';  cf.   '^^esten  above  p.   26. 

2.    ^^-noun  :  (^j^)-verb. 
I.    ^ebdetu,  plur.  (y^-st.)  'bit,  bridle'. 

IV.  ^ebrcBC  'crash,  noise',  fyr-lebrcec  'roaring  of 
flames';  =  ^ebrec  p.   28. 

V.    ^ewcef  'webb'  =  ^ewef  ibid. 

^eneah  'sufficiency'  :  ^eneah  (pret.  pres.)    'suffice'. 
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VI.  ^efere  (yV^-st.)  'community',  scip-^efere  'going  by 
ship';  cf.  for  above. 

3.  (jj^)-noun  :  (^^)-verb. 

The  examples  here  are  Umited  to  those  cases  in  which 
the  j^-neuter  stands  side  by  side  with  a  form  of  different 
gender,    as    in    the    hst    of  pres.  t.   forms  given  above  pp. 

30.   31- 

I.    geldd  'way,  course',  lad,  f. 
III.    le^rang  'crowd',  pran^  m. 

gesw^nc  'toil,  affliction',  sw^nc  m. 

gehwearf  (Sweet    gives    no  gender)  'exchange', 

hwearf  m. 

4.  Neuters  simple  or  composed  with  other  prefixes  than  ge-. 

I.    sndp  'killing';  cf  the  consonant  in  sn(kd,  above. 
II.    neat  'neat'. 

reaf  'spoil,  booty;    robe'  :  reofan\  se  Kluge  Et. 

Wb.  Raub.  \ 

III.  mealt  "mdX'C  \meltan\  according  to  Wilmanns\ 
Kluge-Lutz  originally  an  adj.,  meaning  'that 
which  is  soft'. 

IV.  scear  'ploughshare';  the  form  scear-seax  'razor' 
also  appears  as  scier-seax,  showing  the  penetrat- 

,  ing    of   the   verbal   pres.  t.  stem    in    an  original 
noun-compound  2. 
V.    ^^^^^^ 'gains,  property'  :  be^ietan  'obtain,  acquire'. 
wrcBc  'exile,  misery'. 

w^bb  (jo-sX.)  'web' ;  in  the  compound  6-w^bb  the 
influence  of  the  verb  is  shown  by  the  form 
owef,  N.  E.  woof  (Sweet  St.  D.,  Skeat  Cone. 
Et.  D.). 


'  §  157- 

'  Osthoff,    Das    Verbum    in  der  nominalcomposition,  Jena    1878,  pp. 

81.  85.  loa. 


-  In  the  neuters,  too,  are  found  a  few  forms  with  the 
vowel  of  the  pa.  t.  plur.  They  appear  as  neutral  Jo-stems 
prefixed  by  ^c-  and  may  be  referred  to  parallel  noun-forma- 
tions as  well  as  to  the  verbs  ^. 

IV.    lebmrii,  plur.  'behaviour'. 
V.    god(ge)spr(kce  'oracle';  cf.  sprckc. 

gesl't-  (Sweet  St.  D.) 'ambush';   cf.  s(Bt. 
^ewde^e  'weight,  measure' ;  cf.  wce^e. 

Middle  and  New  English. 

The  development  of  the  pa.  t.  formations  suggests 
fewer  remarks  than  that  of  the  pres.  t.  forms  as  regards 
the  questions  we  are  dealing  with  here,  this  partly  owing 
to  the  lesser  scope  of  the  material,  partly  to  particular 
reasons  which  will  become  clear  in  the  course  of  the 
investigation. 

As  in  the  preceding  chapter,  we  will  start  with  some 
questions  of  identification.  N.  E.  sheet  is  generally  derived 
from  M.  E.  scJii'tc,  O.  E.  sc'iete,  but  O.  E.  sceat  —  sceata  would 
give  the  same  form  too  in  Mod.  P^ngl.,  and  in  the  sense  sheet 
of  sail'  the  O.  E.  correspondent  is  also  found  to  be  sci'at- 
I'lne  (Skeat  Cone.  Et.  D.,  Kluge  Et.  Wb.  see  Schote).  — 
^.Y^.Jlea,  on  the  other  hand,  only  represents  the  contracted 
O.  E.  form  [:  M.  Y..fleeVx.  P.];  cf.  M.  ^^.  Jleigh  [fleeh  O.),  pa.  t. 
oi  flen.  —  The  remaining  cases  to  be  cited  here  are  con- 
cerned with  the  development  of  the  prefix  ge-.  The  survival  of 
the  O.  PL.  ji- forms  in  the  later  language  is  less  in  evidence 
here,  as  the  prefix  is  not  preserved,  except  in  one  single 
case:  ^.Y^.i-bere,  here  'gesture,  noise'  <  O.  ¥^.  ^ebmru'-. 
But,  nevertheless,  a  few  M,  E.  forms  are  doubtless  to  be 
referred  to  such  ^t-neuters,  viz. 

^  cf.  Wilmann.s  §    192. 

"  The  common  M.  E.  form   is  without/-;  Layamons  A.  Text  has  i-bne, 
B.  Text  here.     In   O.  &  N.  both  forms  are  found. 

C  Pahugren.  5 
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wande  'hesitation'  :  O.  E.  ^ewana. 

brae  'loud  noise*  :  O.  E.  ^ebrcec. 

fere  'companionship'  :  O.  E.  gefere. 

For  the  two  first  forms  Bjorkman  ^  also  points  out 
the  possibility  of  Scand.  origin.  —  There  are  further  to  be 
cited  some  M.  E  forms  which,  if  referable  to  j^-neuters, 
are  probably  due  to  a  confluence  of  O.  E.  forms.  These 
are  found  among  the  cases  giv^en  under  3.  above  p.  64. 

lade,    Iqde    'road,    journey'  :  O.  E.  geldd,  lad.     Strat- 

mann's  distinction  between  lad  (.^'act  of  leading')  in 
'      Iqdes-man  and  lade  'road'  is  scarcely  justified,  as  M.  E. 

Iqdes-nian  corresponds  to  O.  E.  Idd-tnann. 

thrang    throng'  :  O.  E.  ^eprang,  prang. 

ivarf,  ivcerf  (Lay.)  'change'  :  O.  E.  gehivearf]  hivearf. 

iv^ie  in  sense  'wey'  :  O.  E.  gezvCBge,  zvcege. 

The  probability  of  the  presence  of  O.  E.  ^^-neuters 
in  these  forms  may  vary  according  to  the  frequency  of  the 
several  O.  E.  forms.  In  a  case  like  tJirang  in  which  the 
jt'-neuter  is  the  common  form,  while  the  masc.  is  only 
found  once,  this  probability  is  of  course  much  greater  than 
in  e.  g.  lade,  in  which  the  ie-{ox\\\  is  the  rarer  and  only 
found  in  poetry. 

We  will  now  examine  the  relations  of  the  pa.  t.  forms 
to  their  several  verbs  with  regard  to  the  points  of  view- 
adopted  in  the  treatment  of  the  pres.  t.  formations.  A  glance 
at  the  material  in  O.  E.  will  convince  us  that  the  associa- 
tion between  noun  and  verb  was  looser  here  than  in  the 
case  of  the  pres.  t.  forms,  and  that  in  several  cases  the 
sense  of  relationship  was  lost  already  in  this  period.  The 
verbal  origin  of  such  forms  as  sceat,  ste,?ig,  sficed,  mealt  was 
doubtless  no  longer  felt  in  O.  M,  and  that  the  same  was 
the  case  in  a  great  number  of  the  pa.  t.  forms  may  be  infer- 
red from  the  concrete  sense  which  is  the  predominant  one 
in  these  forms.     If,   thus,   these   conditions   are  to  be  pre- 

'   1.  c.   II  pp.   225.   232. 
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supposed  for  the  earliest  stage  of  the  language,  we 
may  fairly  expect  the  isolation  of  the  category  to  be 
continued  in  the  later  periods,  and  will  point  out  here 
some  traits  of  development  in  illustration  of  this.  Here 
are  first  to  be  mentioned  the  cases  in  which  a  passing 
from  abstract  to  concrete  can  be  traced  historically.  In 
O.  E.,  rdd,  scant  were  still  nouns  of  action  to  ridav, 
scieran,  meaning  'riding,  shearing';  rdd-hors  meant  "horse 
for  riding  (so  also  M.  E.  rood-hors)^  sceap-scaru  sheep-shear- 
ing', senses  that  are  altogether  lost  in  N.  E.  road,  share. 
The  concrete  sense  in  the  former  goes  back  to  M.  E.;  in 
share  it  .seems  to  be  of  later  date;  Skeats  and  Kluge- 
Lutz's  assertion  that  it  is  found  already  in  O.  E.  is  not 
confirmed  by  the  Dictionaries.  On  the  other  hand  we  find 
the  O.  E.  sense  .sheep-shearing'  kept  by  N.  E.  shear,  which 
is  also  the  form  of  the  verb  (:  a  ram  of  two  shears,  a  tzvo 
shears  ram)\  this  N.  E.  noun  is,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
evidence  for  its  identity  with  the  O.  E.  form,  to  be  judged 
in  the  same  way  as  N.  E.  ride,  In  trod.  p.  2.  —  That  isola- 
tion takes  place  when  the  verb  becomes  extinct  has  already 
been  pointed  out ;  but  owing  to  this  cause  we  sometimes  find 
here  also  a  disturbing  of  the  original  relations,  by  which  the 
strong  verb  is  supplanted  by  a  weak  verb  of  the  same 
form  as  the  noun.  We  are  here  in  the  presence  of  a  pro- 
cess of  apparently  the  same  kind  as  the  levellings  between 
nouns  and  denominative  verbs,  treated  of  in  the  Introduction. 
Of  this  special  development  the  following  cases  are  found: 

C).  E.  snciiv  —  smwan  >  M.  E.  sniwen,  sneiven  and 
sndwen,  snQwen  Pr.  P.  >  N.  E.  snow  n.  and  vb. 

O.  E.  (^e)pran^  — prin^an  >  M.  ¥..  thringen^^ .  E.  ihrong 
n.  and  vb.  ^  The  explanation  given  by  Skeat-,  Goeders-', 
of  N.  E.   throng  as   formed    from   the   older  verb  does  not 

'  Koeppel  1.  c.  p.  33. 

^  Princ.  I.  §   148. 

■'  Zur  Analogiebildung  ini   Mittel-  iind  Neuenglischcn,  Kiel  1884.  j).  37. 
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seem  very  probable.  —  It  is  to  be  noted  that,  owing  to  the 
extinction  of  M.  E.  thringen,  also  the  noun  with  pres.  t. 
vowel  O.  E.  ^ej>rin^,  M.  E.  tJiring,  which  would  otherwise 
be  expected  to  be  the  form  prevailing  in  N.  E.,  disappeared 
with  the  M.  E.  period. 

O.  E.  ivearp  —  weorpan  >  M.  1^.  ivcrpen  and  warpen 
Alex.  (Skeat),  Townl.  >  N.  E.  warp  n.  and  vb.  Here  the 
Scand.  varpa  is  probably  also  partly  represented^. 

As  instances  of  isolation  may  finally  be  cited  the 
differentiation  of  form  in  such  cases  as  N.  E.  song,  bier  with 
reference  to  the  verbs  siyig,  pa.  t.  sang,  and  bear ;  in  the 
latter  example  the  noun  and  xerb  had  the  same  form  in 
M.  E.  (:  Ue^re  —  be.ren\\  the  development  of  the  noun  is 
ascribed  by  the  N.  E.  D.  to  the  French  biere  {c{.  guild 
above,  p.  49). 

It  follows  from  the  evidence  adduced  above  that  the 
small  extent  of  verbal  influence  in  these  forms  is  nothing  out 
of  the  way.  Before  proceeding  to  give  an  account  of  these 
cases,  we  w  ill  attempt  to  make  clear  what  the  process  im- 
plies here.  When  O.  E.  seada,  zvrded  also  appear  as  seapa. 
wrmp  this  only  means  a  substitution  of  consonant  due 
to  the  influence  of  the  verb,  while  the  appearance  of 
bre^d,  heof\  by  the  side  of  brcegd.  Jieaf,  really  signifies  a 
passing  from  pa.  t.  to  pres.  t.  formation.  As  the  correspon- 
ding phenomena  in  M.  Y..  are  mostly  analogous  to  the 
former  set  of  examples,  they  cannot  as  a  rule  be  taken 
into  account  from  the  point  of  view  of  chronology. 

rech(e)  and  rek    smoke'   Pr.  P.,  ^Ai.  reek  \  reken;  it  is 

possible,    however,    that    the    latter    is    the  Northern 

form,  as  j-ek  in  C.  M.,  D.  Arth. 

smlch    and    smek    'fume,     vapour'    Shor.,    O..  Pr.  P. 

:  smeken\  in  P.  L.  S.  both  forms  are  found. 

splche  and  sptke  Hav.,  morwe-spvces  E.G.;  cf.  rek. 

In  the  cases  in  which  a  modification  of  vov\  el  in  the 


BjOrkman  1.  c.  II,  p.  257. 
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original  noun  is  to  be  ])resupposed  there  is  one  typical 
example  of  passing  from  pa.  t.  to  pres.  t.  formation,  viz. 
fovthfbr(e)  and  forth-fare  Lay.^  waif  are  D.  Arth.,  N.  E. 
(obs.)  way  fare  :  O.  ¥..  forp-,  zve^-for.  Besides,  there  are  spo- 
radical by-forms  of  O.  E.  pa.  t.  forms,  regularly  developed, 
which  may  be  interpreted  in  this  way: 
-warp  and  werp  Wicl. 

ivrdkc  and  wreke  'vengeance'  Pr.  P.;  N.  E.  (obs.)  wreak 

:  ivreken\    the    ^--form    of  the  noun  may,  however,  in 

the    texts    where    it    is  found  (Pr.  C,  Townl.)  be  the 

Northern  form  of  M.  PI  zureche,  see  below. 

We  have  mentioned  above  the  development  by  which 

a  noun  is  associated  \\  ith  a  weak  verb,  and  have  cited  for 

O.  E.  the  form  dmf  (p.  6i)  as  probably  due  to  this  cause. 

Here  are  to  be  adduced  the  t\\  o  follow  ing  cases  in  M.  E. : 

lddc\  Iqde  and  lede  C.  M.,  D.  Troy,   'leading'  (see  N. 

p].  D.),   N.  P^.   load,  lode  (in  loadsman'^,  lode-star,  -stone) 

and  lead. 

lave,  iQve  and  Icve,   le(a)ve  (see  N.  E.  D.  lave)\    bi-lcve 
}  'remnant'    (O.  p:.  beldf) :  leven.    blleven    'relinquish'  -. 

Although,  thus,  the  pa.  t.  formations  liave  been  found 
to  be  a  category  of  small  vitality,  the  mode  of  formation 
is  proved,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  still  productive  in  M.  E., 
as  is  shown  by  those  forms  which  appear  first  in  M.  E. 
These  are  to  be  considered  as  formed  on  the  model  of 
already  existing  word-groups  of  noun  and  verb.  Here  the 
frequency  of  the  prototype  is  to  be  taken  into  account; 
the  most  common  types  must  be  expected  to  produce  the 
the  greatest  number  of  new-formations.  An  O.  P^  type  that 
is  little  represented  may  also  be  remodeled  on  one  of  more 
frequent  occurrence.     O.  p:.  snced  certainly  appears  in  M.  E. 

^  ^I.Il.  iQdes-  and  Icf/cs-maii;  from  the  latter  form  may  be  explained 
N.  E.  spokesman  for  M.  E.  spekeman. 

-  Koeppel  1.  c.  p.  38;  the  form  lluys  in  Caxton  affords  another  in- 
stance of  passing  to  pres.  t.   formation    (Morsb.   Gr.  §    137). 
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as  srndc,  but  generally  as  snddc,  snqde\  the  latter  form  is 
probably  due  to  the  circumstance  that  the  type  a  —  /  [j'dd 
—  ridcn)  in  O.  E.  is  more  frequent  than  that  of  ck  —  / 
[snded — snipen).  For  several  of  the  following  forms  other 
explanations  are  also  admissible  {:  Scand.  origin,  derivation 
from  \\eak  verbs);  these  \\\\\  be  pointed  out  in  the  place 
of  each  particular  form. 

I.  Type  O.K.  rdd — vidan. 

abdd,  abqd  'abode,  delay',  N.  E.  abode.  The  N. 
E.  D.  interpretation  of  M.  E.  bade  (see  bode) 
seems  to  be  unnecessary,  since  we  have  O.  E.  bad 
'expectation'  (in  the  Vesp.  Ps.),  above  p.  6i. 
-bat  in  gris-bat  gnashing  of  teeth"  Lay.  The 
N.  E.  D.  supposes  an  O.  \\.  '^'irist-bdt  by  the 
side  of  gvist-bitc. 
stmc,  sti'Qc  stroke' : striken,  pa.  t.  stnn\  and  strdkien. 

II.  Type  O.  E.  bea^  —  bitiari. 

\cred  }cxo\\di\  see  Stratm.     The  N.  Iv  D.  does 
not  give  the  formj. 

III.  a.   Type  O.  E.  sang  —  singan. 

For   the    forms   given  here  Scand.  origin  is  ge- 
nerally  assumed;    but  in  this  connection  native 
formation  appears  to  be  equally  possible. 
band,    bond^\  with  reference  to  the  relation  be- 
tween the  N.  E.  forms,  see  N.  E.  D,  bond  sb. 
stange    'pole',    N.  E.  (obs.)  stajig'-. 
These  two  cases,  if  due  to  native  formation,  re- 
present the  same  process  as  in  s?tede  —  sndde\  cf 
O.  E.  be^nd,  stejig,  still  preserved  in  M.  E.,  but  not 
found  after  this  period,  except  the  form  bend  in 
nautical  use,  see  N.  E.  D.  bend.  sb.  i,  bendsh.  4. 
[stange  'sting' '^]. 

'  BjOrkmaii.    II.    p.   229.     BjOrkmans    as.'^umption  is  founded   on  the 
local  distribution  of  the   word. 

-  1.   (.'.   II.  p.   255.  '  1.  0.   p.   220. 
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>.    Type  O.  E.  swpi^  —  szvin^an. 

The   possibility  of  derivation  from  weak  verbs, 
pointed  out  for  the  O.  E.  forms,  is  also  present  here. 
thre7ig    crowd'  :  tJiringc7i  and  threngen. 
sprengc  r  'springe'  :  springen  and  sprengcn. 
wend,  ivcHt  'path'  :  ivhidcn  and  wenden. 

.    Type  Jiwearf —  Invcorfan. 

fart  'crepitus  ventris';   in  younger  texts  it  may 
be    identical    with    M.  E.  fert.    above  p.   54;  cf. 
swarm  en  —  siuennen.  In  trod.  p.  8. 
swal^  'whirlpool'  =  M.  L.  G.  sivalg,  swalch]  cf. 
swell   p.   54. 

V.  Type  sprcec  —  sprecan. 

wreche    vengeance'  :  wreken\   cf.    zvreke,    above. 
It  is,  of  course,  also  allowed  to  assume  an  O.  E. 


VI.  i  yp^  fi''  — faran. 

cole    'coolness'    [:  in    hete  or  cole  S.  &  C,  cf.  in 
hete  and  in  cale  p.   55J. 

grofe  'cave',  N.  E.  groove  =  M.  L.  G.  grbve\  accord- 
ing to  the  N.  E.  D.  from  early  mod.  Du.  groeve. 
Stratmann  assumes  Scand.  origin  <  O.  N.  grof. 
soke  'soke,  jurisdiction',  see  Skeat  Cone.  Et.  D. 
soke,  soc\  an  O.  E.  s6c,  given  by  Stratmann,  is 
not  confirmed  by  Sweet  St.  D. 
swor  'oath' 


CHAPTER  111. 
JPa.  pple.  Formations. 

Old  English. 

We  have  already  incidentally  touched  upon  these  forms 
when  dealing  with  the  pres.  t.  formations,  i.  e.,  in  those 
cases  in  which  the  latter  were  found  to  appear  in  double 
forms,  as  in  the  masc.  o-  and  on-stems  (above  p.  35  ff.). 
—  The  formations  that  belong  here  in  O.  E.  are  nearly 
equal  in  number  to  those  of  the  pres.  t.  type.  The  majority 
are  formed  by  masculines,  eonstituting  nearly  half  of  all 
the  cases.  Of  the  rest,  the  neuters  form  a  strongly  develop- 
ed group,  while  the  feminines  are  scarce.  In  all  genders 
Verner's  law  operates,  and  thus  points  to  original  stress 
being  the  same  as  in  the  pa.  t.  forms. 

A.    Masculines. 

1.  Strong  Masculines. 
This  is  the  most  marked  of  all  the  O.  E.  groups  of 
verbal  nouns,  and  is  only  equalled  in  number  by  the  ^e- 
neuters  with  pres.  t.  vowel  (above  p.  26  ff.).  It  is  also  very 
uniform  both  in  form  and  meaning.  In  the  former  respect 
the  only  distinction  to  be  made  is  between  forms  of  short 
and  long  stem-syllable,  the  type  of  declension  being  the 
same,  viz.  /-declension.  The  meaning  is  also  subject  to 
less  variations  than  in  the  other  groups;  it  is  generally 
that  of  a  noun  of  action. 
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a.    with  short  stem-syllable^. 

I.    bite     bite',    grist-bite    'gnashing  of  teeth'  :  bitan. 
blice    'laying    bare   (of   bone    through  wound)'  : 
blicau    shine,  be  laid  bare  (of  bone)'. 
cine  'folded    sheet   (of  parchment)'  :  dnan  'gape, 
crack'. 

^I'ipe  'grasp,   touch,   hold'. 
hrine,  cet-hrine    touch'  :  hnnan    touch'. 
sice    sigh'  :  sican. 

sile,  niper-si^e  'setting  (of  the  sun)'  :  si^an  'des- 
cend'. 

scHpe  'course,  orbit  (of  stars)';  the  original  form 
to  be  presupposed  is  '''scride  (Sweet  St.  D.), 
with  reference  to  \\  hich  scripe  is  to  be  judged 
in  the  same  way  as  seada  —  seap)a  etc.  see  above. 
slide  'shp,   fair. 

slite  'tear,  rent';  folc-slite  'sedition';  ivynn-slite 
'being  eaten  by  worms'. 

smite  ?  'pollution'  (Sweet  St.  D.)  :  srnitan  'smear, 
pollute'. 

snide  'incision,  killing'. 

[spiwe    ' vomitmg  \  spkva?i\    is    given   by   Sweet 
St.  D.  with  long  vowel,  by  Sievers^  with  short.] 
sti^e  going  up'  or  'down',  iip-stige   ascent',  niper- 
stige  'descent'. 
stride  'stride,  pace'. 
-stvice  in  hldford-sivice  'high  treason'. 
wlite  'brightness,  beauty',  and-zvlite  'face'  :  zvlitan. 
II.    bryce  'making  use  of,  enjoyment'  :  bvncan. 
by^e  'curve'  :  bii^an. 
eyre  'choise'. 
dry  re  'falling'  :  dreosan. 
flyge  'flying,  flight'. 


^  A   collection   of  examples  is  given   by  v.  Bahdei-  p.   25  ff. 
'  Gr.   §   263.1. 
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gyyri'  'terror';    the  only  form  left  of  the  strong 

verb  in  O.  E.  is  the  pa.  pple.  be  proven. 

g)'U  'pouring  (out)',  blOd-lytc  'bloodshed'. 

hryre  'fall"  :  hreosan  'fall'. 

lyie  'falsehood'. 

lyre  'loss,  injury'. 

scyfe  'falling  headlong;  instigation"  :  sciifaii. 

scyte  'shooting',  on-,  under-,  iit-,  ivceterscyte. 

-slype    in   oferslype  'surplice"  (=  ofer-slop  below) 

:  sliipan,  see  Skeat  Cone.  Et.  D.  slop  (2). 

syde  'decoction  (of  herbs)'  :  seopan. 

sype  'absorbing'  :  siipan. 

tyge     pull;    draught'    etc.,  of-ty^e    withholding'  : 

teon  'drag',  of-teon  'withhold'. 

III.  bryne    burning',  stm-bryne  'sunburn'  :  biernan. 
ryne  'running,  covirs>e\  forpryne  "course,  flow';  in 
composition    the    form    is    obscured    in    cynryn, 
-ren  'kind,  family,  jw^rjv/^^, -/ta?^ 'motion  round", 
ynibren  'Embertide". 

swyle  'swelling'. 

The  three  last  cases  present  an  interchange  of 
single  and  double  consonant  in  the  noun  and 
verb  [O.Y..  biernan,  lernan  <i'^brm7ian,  rinnan^). 
This  interchange  reflects  the  original  inflection 
of  the  verbs,  in  which  //,  7in  (<  I.  Eur.  In,  nn) 
only  belonged  to  the  pres.  t.  stem,  but  \\  ere  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  paradigm,  while  the  noun- 
formations  keep  the  original  form  of  the  pa. 
pple.  stem'^. 

IV.  byre  'son;  youth';  here  also,  according  to  v. 
Bahder^',  [^e)byre  "opportunity,  time',  originally 
meaning    "that    which   is  borne,  has  happened". 


*  Siev.  Gr.  §   179- 

'^  Streitberg    Urgerni.    Graniniatik    §§    201.  202,    Kluefc  Et.  Wb.  see 
bretwen,  rinneu.  "  p.  28. 
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bryce     breaking",    fragment';    in    numerous   cq\\\- 

^owxidi^'.    (k-bryce    'adultery',    dp-brycc    'perjury*, 

bdn-bryce  =^  bdn-gebrec  (abo\'e  p.  28),  Jiiis-,  u^dd-, 

full-,  on-  etc.   bryce. 

cyme  'coming",    forp-cyuie  'coming  forth,    birth', 

frain-cyuie    progeny",  iip-cynie  'rise'. 

drype   "stroke,    blow",    also   drepe,  see  v.  Bahder 

p.   28.     Sweet  gives  this  form  with  ?. 

nmie  'memory'  :  niiinan  'remember'. 

-nyme  in  fore-nyme  'taking  before'. 
V.    cwidc  expression,  saying"  etc.;  /^/-rrcvV/d-  proverb': 

becivejia)!. 
VI.    cii[le  'cold'  :  calaii    be  cold". 

iice,  c^ce^  'ache,   pain' :  ^r^;/   ache'. 

h^fe  'weight  :  h^bban. 

scipe    'dignity';    besides    in  the  common  use  as 

a   suffix.     On    the    form,   see   Sievers   Gr.   §   98 

Note. 

sl(i^e  'stroke'. 

stPcpe.  stcepe^  'stepping', 
b.    with  long  stem-syllable. 

Here  are  found  the  cases  for  which  also  formation  by 
pres.  t.  vowel    was    alleged,   see  above  p.   34.     As  pointed 
out  in  that  connection,  also  the  forms  with  /  before  a  nasal 
sound  +  cons,  may  in  certain  cases  belong  here. 
III.    drync    --  drinc. 

spryni  =-  spring. 

styfig    =  stin^. 

The    two    first    also   appear  in  the  form  of  the 
y<?-declension : 

-drynce  in  blod-,  medu-drynce    bloodshed;  mead- 
drinking'. 

(k-spfyn^e  (without  gender  in  Sweet  St.D.)  'source' 

:  dspringan. 

^  Siev.  Gr.  §  89  Note   i. 
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brygd,  bryd  (without  gender  in  Sweet  St.  D. ;  cf. 
however  Sievers^)    drawing  (weapon)';  cf.  ^earo- 
bry^d  below. 
byrst  'loss,  injury'. 

cyyf  'cutting',  w-,  qf-cyrf  what  is  cut  off'  :  ceorfan, 
dceorfan. 

-hivyrf  in  on^ean-hwyrf  'return'. 
7vyrp  'throwing',  de-wyrp  [:  d-weorpan]  'throwing 
away',  sde-iipzvyrp  'what  is  thrown  up  by  the  sea'. 
Sivy  It  'death'  :  siueltan. 
VII.   fiejl^feall  p.   35. 
f^ni  =  fang  ibid. 
bi-ge^ng  =  be  gang  ibid. 
zc'/(?//  --=  wtpjla,  -e  pp.   38.  41. 
hl\ep  'leap'. 
sivpg  'noise,  sound'  :  szvogan  'resound'. 

2.    Weak  Masculines. 

As  in  the  first  chapter  we   distinguish   here  between 
the  nouns  of  agent  proper  and  those  forms  which  appear 
in  other  senses.     The  relation  between  these  groups  is  the 
same  as  pointed  out  for  the  pres.  t.   forms, 
a.    Nouns  of  agent. 

These  represent  the  common  Teutonic  w  ay  of  forming 
nouns  of  agent  by  the  suffix  -on\  cf.  above  p.  35.  With  refe- 
rence to  the  way  in  which  this  mode  of  formation  passed 
into  the  younger  by  pres.  t.  vowel,  see  Siitterlin  p.   53. 

I.    -Jlita   in    zviper-ftita     adversary'  '.Jlitan    contend, 
struggle'. 

iida,  sdn-lida  'sailor'  :  I'llian  'sail';  d.  {/p-lida  below. 
swica,  bl-szvka  'deceiver',  also  ''^beswica  according 
to  Sweet  St.  D. 

tvita    'wise    man,    councillor',    geivita    'witness'; 
supposed  by  Siitterlin  to  be  an  original  adj. 
^  Gr.  §  366. 
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II.    boda  'messenger';  (k-,  zvill-,  bryd-boda. 

-cora  in  zviper-cora  'adversary'. 

flota  'sailor';  also  in  other  sense,  see  below. 

-gota  in  Mad-lota  'plumber'  :  geota?i. 

-loga    in     dp-ioga    'perjurer',    treozv-,    word-lola 

'traitor;   liar'. 

-lora  in  hleow-lora    unprotected'. 

-toga    in    breost-,  folc-,    h^/r-foga   'chief;    leader; 

general'. 
IV.    -boi'a    in     cceg-bora    'key-bearer';    zvrdht-bora  == 

ivrdht-baa.  above  p.   36. 

-broca  in  wiper-broca  =-  iviper-breca  ibid. 

icdivola,   dwola  'deceiver';    also  in  other  sense, 

see  below;  of  the  corresponding  strong  verb  O.  E. 

has  only  pa.  pple.  ledwolen^    perverse,  wrong'. 

The  noun  also  appears  as  divala.  a  form  inter- 
preted   by    Biilbring-    as    standing    for   ^'divela, 

*dweola.  on   account  of  Merc,  gcdivcola.    If  this 

be    correct  (gcdzueola    is  however  not  given  by 

Sweet),  we  have  here  another  case  of  the  double 

formation  seen  in  bei'a  —  bora  etc. 

gehola  'protector'  :  helan. 

-mwia  in  i^rfc-nuina  'heir';  cf.  7iied-nima  above. 

Siitterlin,    p.   74,   erroneously    gives  carfcdnyma 

(from  Ettmiiller). 
VI.    -sivora    in    mdn-swora  =  man-swam    ibid. ;    the 

common  form  of  the  pa  pple.  is  icsivoren'-'. 
Formation    by  y^^^-suffix    is    not  uncommon  in  these 
forms.    The  following  cases  are  found,  some  of  which  may, 
however,  be  due  to  noun-derivation: 

I.    ridda  'rider';   b^dd-reda,  -/-,  -y-\    the  latter  form 

is    probably    to   be  judged  in   accordance  with 

Sievers^. 


^  Siev.  Gr.  §  390  Note    r.  -  Ae.  Elementarb.  §  270. 

^  Siev.  Gr.  §  392  Note   7.  *  Gr.  §§  43  Note  4,  231.  4. 
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II.    brytta  'distributor'  ^ 

Jilytta    'diviner,     augur'     ichlyta    'companion'   : 
hleotan,  hi  at  (see  below).     The  forms  with  long 
vowel    given    by    Siitterlin   on  p.   72  (after  Ett- 
miiller)  are  accordingly  to  be  corrected. 
scytta   'archer'  :  sceotan,  scot  (see  below). 
An  intermediate  position  between  this  group  and  the 
following    is    held    by    certain   forms,  some  of  which  have 
already  been  cited  as  nouns  of  agent;  cf.  the  correspond- 
ing cases  in  the  pres.  t.   forms. 

I.    -bita  in  hrced-bita  'beetle';  cf.  b'lta,  above  p.  37. 
glida  'kite',  N.  E.  glcde,  see  Skeat  Cone.  Et.  D. 
I'/p-lida  'ship',  see  above. 
^caro-ivita  'understanding',  see  above. 
II.   flola  in  liiii-,  uht-Jioga  (designations  for  dragon). 

Jlota,  sm-Jlofa  'ship',  see  above. 
IV.    gedwola  'error,  heresy',  see  above, 
b.    Others  than  nouns  of  agent. 

These    are    not    seldom    found  side  by  side  with  the 
masc.    /-stems    given    above;    in  such  cases  they  have  ge- 
nerally a  more  concrete  meaning  than  the  latter. 
I.    bita  'morsel,  bit';  cf.  bite,  above  p.   'j}^. 
iripa  'handful,  sheaf;   cf.  gripe  ibid. 
ripa  'sheaf  :  ripan  'reap'. 
strica  'stroke'. 

andwlita  'face'  =  andwlite  above. 
wripa  'bridle,  ring;  torture'  :  wripan. 
II.    boga  'bow';  cf   iyge  above. 

leclofa    'half   of  a  folded    sheet'  :  cleofan    'split, 

cleave'. 

-croda  in  lind'Croda  'shield-press,  battle'  :  cn'idan. 

dropa  'drop'  :  dreopan. 

fnora    sneeze'  \fn4osan    sneeze'. 

ioca  'enclosure'  :  liican. 

'   Suttcrlin   p.    74. 
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suioca  'smoke'  :  suieocan. 
sopa  'draught';  cf.  sype  above. 
spyota  'sprout'  :  (d)-spnitan  'sprout  (out)'. 
III.    iinna    permission'  :  itnnan    grant'. 
Besides  the  two  following  y^'/^-stems : 
I.    tnicga  'urine'  :  nii^an. 

siuilta  "smear,  spot';  cf.  smite  above. 

B.    Neuters. 

These  also  form  a  large  group,  although  not  attaining 
in  number  to  that  of  the  corresponding  pres.  t.  formations ; 
on  the  chronological  relations  asserted  between  these  two 
categories,  see  above  p.  25.  As  regards  the  use  of  the 
prefix  ge-,  the  same  minor  groups  arise  here  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapters.  —  Beside  the  usual  ^-stem  type  there  are 
also  here  some  cases'  ai  jo-  and  /-stems. 

I.    J^-noun  :  simple  verb. 

I.    genip    mist,  cloud,  darkness'  :  mpau  'grow  dark'. 
^eslit    rending,  biting'. 
gestric  'strife'  :  strican. 

^epwit   'what    is   shaved  off,  chip' :  Invitan  'cut, 
shave  off'. 
II.    gebrot  'fragment'  :  breotan. 

^ecrod  'crowd',  hlop-,  lind-lecrod  press  of  troops; 
host'. 

gesod  'boiling'  :  seopan\  cf.  ^esyd  below. 
IV.    lesttin  'noise';  cf.  ^estcen  p.  63. 

2.    ^ji^-noun  :  (^e)-\eYh. 

I.    ledrif  'what  is  driven'  :  f^e)drifan. 

-lehrin  in   zvif-^ekrin  'intercourse  with  women'. 
gescrif  'edict'. 
II.    lehroF  'ruin'  :  (le)hreosan. 

lestrod  'plunder'  :  (^e)strudan     plunder,  ravage'. 
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3.    f^e-Jnoun  :  simple  verb. 

I.    ^eJilid,  hlid  'cover,  lid'  :  be-,  on-,  to-Jil'idan  'open'. 
^eivrid,   wr?d  'thicket'  :  tvridan    'grow,  flourish'. 
II.    ^esoc,  soc  'sucking'  :  siican  'suck'. 

4     (ge)-ViOMVi  :  (^e)-\^xh. 

I.    leflit,  flit  'strife'  :  (gejflitan. 

eored-gerid  'troop  of  cavalry',  <'-'^^/7V/ 'riding-horse'. 
^erip,  rip  'reaping';  the  shorter  form  also  means 
'sheaf,  being  thus  synonymous  with  ripa  (above). 
^esnid  'slaughter',  sriid  'slice,  cut';  snid  'saw'  is 
given  without  gender  by  Sweet  St.  D. 
^esivic  'offence",  sxvic  "deception';  bcsivic  and 
bi-stvic  'deceit'. 

^ewrit,  writ  'writing,  document'  :  {^ozvritau. 
II.    gcbod,  bod,  bcbod  'command,  precept". 

gecor    'decision',     cor-    in     the    comp.    cor-snddd 
above  p.  61. 

gcJdot  r  "decision"   (Sweet  St.  D.),  hlot  'lot". 
gescot  'missile  weapons;  shooting;  payment"  etc., 
scot  'shot,  shooting'. 
\S[ .    gcbroc    'fragment;     affliction',    sldp-gcbroc    "ship- 
wreck',   broc   "affliction,    trouble,  scip-broc    hard- 
ship on  board". 

The  examples  of  other  declension-type,  alluded  to,  are: 

a.  y^^-stems. 

I.    lebitt  in  topa  gcbitt  "gnashing  of  teeth'. 

gewitt,  witt  'intellect* ;  with  reference  to  the  form 
in  firwit,  -et  'curiosity',  cf  b^dd-rcda  above. 

b.  z'-stems. 

II.    gesyd  'wallowing-place'. 

III.    -^ebyrstvci  cor'p-iebyrst'\?ixA^\'^'  =  -^ebcrst  dhowQ 
p.  26. 
^eswyrf  'filings'  -=  gcsweorf  ibid. 
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lehyi'l  (without  gender  in  Sweet)  in  the  phrase 
beon  on  gebyi'ie  'help,  protect';  cf.  icbcovi  p.  27. 
VII.    lef^ng  'taking,  capture'  \  fan,  fyng. 

5.    neuters  simple  or  composed  with  other 
prefixes  than  ^e-. 

I.    an-bid    ^expectation  :  oribidan    'expect';    cf.    bid 
above  p.   31. 
dnt  'dirt'  :  dritan. 
^in  'yawning  gulf  :  ^inan  'yawn'. 
lid,  y])-lid  'ship'  =  yp-lida  above. 
scrid   carriage'  :  scrij)an. 
II.    loc  'lock'  etc.  :  lucan. 

lor,  los  'loss';    the   suppression  of  Verner's  law 
in  the  latter  form  is,  according  to  Sweet  (St.  D.), 
a  special  Anglian  development. 
lot  'deceit,  wile':  luta7i  (Sweet  St.  D.). 
-slop  in  ofer-slop  =  of er- slype  p.   74. 
ce-smo^u  plur.   'slough'  :  smii^an    creep'. 
sprot  'shoot,  twig'  =  sproia  p.   79. 
de-^rot    weariness'  :  dpreotan  'be  weary'. 
IV.    swol  'burning'  :  szvelari  'burn'. 

trod  'track':  tredan\  the  form  of  the  pa.  pple. 
treden  is  secondary,  and  due  to  the  analogy  of 
giefan^  etc.  The  verb  is  classed  by  Sievers 
in  Class  V,   by  Sweet  in  Class  IV. 

C.    Feminines. 

The  forms  that  belong  here  constitute  the  smallest 
group  of  the  fem.  formations;  besides,  several  of  them  only 
appear  as  variations  of  other  pa.  pple.  forms.     On  the  other 

'   V.   Badhcr  1.  c.  p.    30. 

C.   PaJuigrcn.  6 
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hand,  they  are  confined  to  the  category  in  question,  there 
being  no  instances  of  the  double  formation  seen  in  the 
other  genders.  On  the  chronology  asserted  for  this  group, 
see  V.  Bahder  p.  43. 

1.  Strong  Feminines. 

I.    wlitM  'form,  species';  cf.   ivlite  p.   73. 
II.    notu  'use,  enjoyment'  :  ncotan. 
j'udu  'red  colour'  :  rcodan. 

IV.    hulu  'husk'  :  he  Ian. 

In  the  two  last  forms  the  //-vowel,  for  the  o  we 
should  expect,  is  remarkable;  the  common  ex- 
planation of  such  cases  from  the  surrounding 
consonants^  is  not  applicable  here;  cf.  chtfe 
below. 
trodu  =  trod  above. 

In  different  form  from  those  cited  we  have: 
II.    nytt  [jo-st.)  =  nott^  above. 

III.    -brygd   in    geavo-bry^d  (/-st.)   'quick  movement'; 
cf.  brygd,  above  p.  ^6. 
zvyrd  (/-St.)  'fate,  event'  :  weorpan. 

2.  Weak  Feminines. 

I.    cine  'chink'  (also  cinu^)\  cinan. 
swice  'trap'. 
II.    clofe,    clufc    'clove'  :  clcofan\    here   the  //-form  is 

accounted  for  by  the  following  labial. 
III.    7inne  =  unna  above. 

storfe    'flesh    of  animals  that  have  died  by  dis- 
ease' :  steorfan. 
Moreover,  the  following  cases  of  consonant-doubling: 
I.    micge  =  micga  above. 


'  Bfllbring  Ae.  Elementarb.   §    1 16,  Siev.   Gr.  §   55. 
"  Siev.   Gr.  §  278  Note    i. 
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scittc  'diarrhoea'. 

scohhe,  Angl.   '^sihhe^  'strainer' :  ^£?<^?/  'strain'. 
II.    slyppe  'paste,  slime'  :  sliipan. 


Middle  and  New  English. 

Before  proceeding  to  treat  of  the  phenomena  that 
will  occupy  the  greater  part  of  this  section,  we  will  make 
a  few^  suggestions  as  to  the  provenience  of  some  M.  E. 
(and  N.  E.)  forms,  which  the  above  material  enables  us  to  do. 
Also  here  we  will  attempt  to  establish  the. relation  be- 
tween the  latter  and  O.  E.  ^^^-neuters,  partly  paralleled  by 
shorter  forms.  As  in  the  pa.  t.  formations,  there  are 
few  traces  left  of  this  prefix;  only  the  following  M.  E.  (i)- 
forms  are  found:  (i)-flit,  (i)-rip,  (i)-ivit,  (i)-writ,  (i)-bod.  In 
the  other  cases  of  facultative  prefix  in  O.  E.,  M.  E.  has 
only  one  form:  lid,  sivic,  soc.  These  forms  give  no  clue 
as  to  the  possible  blending  of  the  two  O.  E.  forms;  in  the 
two  following,  on  the  other  hand,  the  existence  of  at  least 
the  <j^-form  is  proved. 

schot  'shot,  missile'  and  'tribute,  payment';  the 
former  sense  is  common  to  both  O.  E.  forms, 
while  the  latter  only  belongs  to  gescot\  in  this 
sense  the  word  was  supplanted  by  O.  French 
escot,  see  Skeat  scot. 

broc  'fragment'  :  O.  E.  ^ebroc  'fragment  (and  broc 

affliction').    The  N.  E.  D.  cites  both  O.  E.  forms, 

see  broke. 

On  the  basis  of  the  statement  made  for  the  two  last 

forms    we    may    claim    a    similar    provenience   for  the  two 

following: 

nip  ?  'place  of  nipping  cold'  :  ^enip\  Stratmann 
suggests  derivation  from  nippcn  'to  nip'.  In 
the  single  passage  in  which  the  form  is  recorded 

^   Btilbring  Ae.  Elementarb.  §   541. 
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(Langl.  B.  XVIII.    162,    C.  XXI.  168)    the    sense 

'darkness'  is  quite  as  admissible  as  that  proposed 

by  Stratmann. 

sod  'sod,  turf  :  gesod. 

The  affinity  of  N.  E.  sod  and  seethe  is  generally 

recognized  (Skeat,  Kluge-Lutz).    The  origin  here 

suggested  presupposes,  however,  the  sense  'sod' 

by  the  side  of  'boiUng'   in  the  O.  E.  word;    of 

^esyd    'wallowing-place'.      Kluge-Lutz    suppose 

borrowing  from  M.  L.  G.  sode  =  O.  Fris,  satha  'sod, 

turf,   the  equivalents  of  O.  E.  seaf),  see  above. 

We  have  spoken  in  the  preceding  chapters  of  the 
scope  of  verbal  influence  in  the  nouns  as  connected  with 
the  degree  of  association  between  noun  and  verb.  If  we 
apply  this  point  of  view  to  the  pa.  pple.  formations,  we 
must  infer  that  the  isolation  alleged  for  the  pa.  t.  forms 
had  not  taken  place  here  as  a  rule  in  M.  E.  For  in  this 
period  we  find  a  series  of  phenomena  that  clearly  point 
to  the  dependence  of  the  nouns  on  their  several  verbs. 
This  dependence  asserts  itself  in  such  a  way  that  the 
pa.  pple.  forms  to  a  great  extent  pass  over  to  pres.  t.  forms, 
in  other  words,  coincide  with  the  verbs  in  M.  E.  and  thus 
appear  in  N.  E.  as  converted  nouns.  This  superseding  of 
the  forms  here  in  question  by  pres.  t.  forms  is  then,  gene- 
rally speaking,  in  accordance  with  the  alleged  posteriority 
of  the  latter  (above  p.  50).  But  there  is,  however,  one 
restriction  to  be  made  here.  v.  Bahder,  in  summing  up  his 
theory  on  p.  44,  asserts  that  there  is  a  continous  connec- 
tion in  the  younger  periods  between  the  masc.  /-stems  and 
the  pa.  t.  plur.  and  pa.  pple.  of  the  verb.  Here,  however, 
English  shows  a  different  development,  as  will  be  clear 
by  comparing  two  parallel  cases  in  Mod.  English  and  Ger- 
man. To  the  German  verbs  beissen,  greifen  the  correspond- 
ing nouns  are  Biss,    Griff;  in  English,  on   the   other  hand, 


85 

the  equivalent  noun-forms  appear  as  converted  nouns:  bite, 
gripe\  that  these  are  really  identical  with  the  German  forms, 
is  shown  by  the  older  bit,  grip,  still  used  by  the  side  of 
bite,  gripe. 

In  most  cases  the  transition-process  mentioned  is  con- 
trary to  regular  sound-development,  in  similarity  with  what 
was  seen  in  the  corresponding  phenomena  in  the  preceding 
chapters.  But  there  are  also  some  cases  in  which  the  sound- 
change  produces  the  same  result,  either  within  the  pa. 
pple.  forms  themselves,  or  between  these  and  forms  of 
other  gradation.  The  former  case  is  seen  in  M.  E.  I'te 
(O.E.fy^e):nen,  N.  E.  /ie  (see  N.  E.  D.)i;  M.  E.  stle  'ris- 
ing' (O.  E.  sti^e)  :  stlen;  possibly  also  in  M.  E.  Jtle  (O.  E. 
/j<?^) :  /^^^.  N.  E.  yfj  (see  N.  E.  D.  fy).  Only  of  N.  E. 
date  is  the  confluence  in  N.  E.  leap,  M.  E.  /ep  :  terpen,  O.  E. 
hliep,  Angl.  "^hUp  (cf.  Introd.  p.  7).  —  To  the  cases  of 
coalescence  with  other  (here  pres.  t.)  formations  belong  the 
O.  E.  pairs  drync — drinc,  spryn^  —  spring,  as  far  as  these 
represent  independent  modes  of  formation  (above  p.  35). 
Further  several  M.  E.  forms  can  be  traced  back  in  certain 
dialects  to  pres.  t.,  as  well  as  to  pa.  pple.  formations.  M.  E. 
berst^  brek  in  the  North  and  Midland  may,  as  far  as  the 
form  goes,  regularly  go  back  to  byrst,  ^eberst,  bryce,  ge- 
brec.  The  form  spusbruche  A.  R.  appears  in  C.  M,  as  spus(e)- 
brek,  and  for  N.  E.  daybreak  we  find  in  A.  R.  daies  bruche. 
In  the  Hatton  Gosp.  werp  [:  dnes  stdnes  werp\  may  repre- 
sent as  well  O.  E.  wyrp  as  ^eweorp.  Such  and  similar 
questions  recur  below  and  will  be  discussed  in  each  parti- 
cular case.  In  order  to  show  more  clearly  the  scope  of 
the  process  in  its  different  phases,  we  have  kept  here  the 
O.  E.  arrangement  according  to  verb-class. 

I.    In    this    class    the    passing  to  pres.  t.   formation 
simply    consists   in  an  abnormal  lengthening  of 

*  Cf.  however  also   Koeppel  1.  c,  p.   38. 
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the  /  in  the  stem-syllable.  As  the  vowel-quantity 
is  not,  however,  marked  as  a  rule  in  the  ortho- 
graphy, it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line  between 
the  old  and  new  forms. 

a.    O.  E.  masculines. 

bite,  hittc  and  b'lie  'morsus',  N.  E.  hit  (obs.  or 
dial,  in  this  sense)  and  6/Ye.  The  N.  E.  D.  gives 
as  first  instance  of  the  N.  E.  form  byte  in  Pr.  P. 
(Pynson,  1499)  and  dates  its  rise  in  the  15^^^ 
cent.;  but  also  earlier  forms  may  be  cited  here, 
such  as  e.  g.  byte  Mand.  In  early  N.  E.  the 
superseding  of  the  older  form  is  not  yet  carried 
out.  We  find  in  Walton's  Angler  (1653)  bit 
and  bite  (of  fish).  The  phrase  bite  and  sup  ap- 
pears still  dial,  as  bit  and  sup.  —  On  the  other 
hand,  N.  E.  ^//has  developed  several  later  senses 
(that  of  'bridle'  goes  back  to  M.  E.),  but  in 
these  it  no  longer  appears  as  a  verbal  noun 
to  bite. 

gripe  and  gripe,  N.  \l.  grip  and  gripe.  Here 
the  old  form  of  the  noun  is  better  preserved, 
which  may  partly  be  attributed  to  the  weak 
M.  \i.  grippen,  N.  PI  grip,  since  it  may,  in 
certain  senses,  be  a  new-formation  from  this  (see 
N.  E.  D.  grip.,  sb.  i).  The  first  records  of  the 
younger  form  are,  according  to  the  N.  E.  D., 
Langl.  [:  with  here  gripe],  D.  Troy.  [:  in  the  grip e\. 
In  N.  E.  the  two  forms  are  used  promiscuously 
I.  in  the  original  sense  of  nouns  of  action  to 
gripe  :  to  come  to  gripes  or  grips  (but  only  at 
grips,  in  grips).  2.  in  the  N.  E.  sense  of  'handle 
of  a  weapon'  :  grip  and     gripe  of  a  szvord. 

Note.     Sporadically    we    find    lengthened    forms  also 
of  the   concretes  O.  E.  bita,  ^ripa  [:  ane  byte  of  gra   breid 
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Stewart,  Chron.  Scotl.  (1535),  two  bites  of  a  cherry  Walt. 
Scott,  Two  Drovers;  to  lie  in  gripe  or  grip  (dial.),  speak- 
ing of  the  corn. 

stride  and  stride  (Stratm.  stride),  N.  E.  stride. 
The  vowel-quantity  is  generally  not  to  be  as- 
certained; long  vowel  seems  likely  in  Pr.  P. 
stryde  'clunicatus'. 

writhe  'twist'  :  O.  E.  zvripa  (not  ivripa  as  Stratm. 
gives  it).  In  C.  M.  3462  (Cotton  M.  S.)  we  find 
zvrith  :  stith  (O.  E.  stip).  The  passage  in  Alis. 
5723  {writhen  :  sithen),  on  the  other  hand,  can 
scarcely  be  taken  into  account,  as  its  meaning 
seems  obscure. 

b.  O.  E.  neuters. 

flit  and  flit  'contest,  strife',  N.  PI  (dial.)  ///Ye. 
The  Dictionaries  (N.  E.  D.,  Stratm.,  Matzn.)  er- 
roneously give  O.  E.  flit\  short  vowel  is  proved 
by  forms  with  n-,  ^-mutation  ^,  besides  by  such 
M.  E.  forms  as  flitt  C.  M.  On  the  other  hand 
the  vowel-length  that  the  N.  E.  form  presuppo- 
ses is  made  probable  for  M.  E.  by  spelUngs 
with  y  (A.  P.,  St.  Al.) 

rip  'harvest'  :  O.  E.  rip\  here  the  vowel-quantity 
is  more  uncertain,  both  in  O.  E.  and  M.  t>.; 
with  O.  E.  rip  cf.  bed-,  ben-rip  (given  without 
gender  by  Sweet  St.  D.);  further  the  quantity 
in  the  O.  E.  yerb  is  also  subject  to  variation, 
see  Sievers-. 

c.  O.  E.   feminines. 

chine,    chene    and   cHlne    'fissure'  (Stratm.  chine), 
N.  E.  (dial.)  chine,  see  N.  E.  D.        " 
sihe  (:  O.  E.   Angl.  ^-sihhe)  'strainer'  :  slhen,  seon, 
O.  E.  seon. 


Siev.  Gr.   §§    105.  ;5  and   Note  6,  241.  -   Gr.  §  382  Note  3. 
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In  this  class  the  transition-process  may  be  said 
to  represent  the  regular  course  of  development; 
for  the  cases  which  do  not  follow  it  special  ex- 
planations will,  then,  have  to  be  sought.  Such 
cases  are  M.  E.  slitte,  slit  (O.  E.  slite,  ^eslit), 
N.  E.  slit\  M.  E.  slippc,  slip  (O.  E.  slyppc,  -slype, 
see  below),  N.  E.  slip\  these  are  probably  due 
to  the  weak  slittcn,  slippen,  which  are  also  the 
verbs  that  prevail  in  Mod.  Engl.  Another  de- 
velopment is  seen  in  M.  E.  glede,  repe,  streke 
(:  O.  E.  ^lida,  ripa,  strica)^  N.  E.  gledc,  streak] 
on  this  sporadic  sound-change  see  Morsbach^. 
II.  sok  and  zouke  'suck';  the  Ayenb.  has  ^eve  zouke, 
cf  Wicl. :  taken  azvei  fro  sok  or  ivenyd. 
sprote  (:  O.  E.  sprot,  sprotd)  and  sprilte  PS., 
N.  E.  sprout 
III.  Ifrune  (ii),  brene  and  brenne  'burn,  burning'  : 
brennen. 

rune  (?V)  and  renne,  ren  'run'  :  rennen. 
These  two  cases,  which  are  analogous,  are  less 
certain,  since  the  nouns  may  have  been  influ- 
enced by  the  corresponding  Scand.  forms,  simi- 
larly to  what  has  taken  place  in.  the  verbs-; 
cf.,  however,  O.  E.  snnbryne,  N.  E.  sunbtir?i] 
M.  E.  herte-bren,  N.  E.  heartburn.  Further  M.  E. 
bren-stqn  goes  back  to  an  O.  E.  "^b^yne-stdn,  as 
seen  by  the  forms  brun-,  brin-,  brenstqnin  Wicl.^ 
N.  E.  brimstone  is  ascribed  by  the  N.  E.  D.  to 
the  influence  of  the  adj.  brim,  N.  E.  (obs.)  breme. 
Here  another  explanation  may  be  suggested: 
brim-  is  due  to  M.  E.  brimf'ir  (a  variant  of  brin- 
ftr)  'burning  fire'  ^'bryni-fyr\  in  which  the  ;;/  is 
obviously  caused  by  the  following  labial. 


'  Gr.  §   115.  -  BjOikman  1.  c.   I.  pp.    182.    185. 

"  Cf.  Ekwall,    Upsala  IJniversitcts  Arsskrift   1903  p.  9. 
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swel(e)    swelling'  :  O.  E.  szuyle\  in  the  Sev.  Sag. 

swele  regularly  represents  the  O.  E.  form  ^   O.  E. 

had  also  ^eswell  (se  above);  that  this  form  has 

not    survived    here    is   shown  by  the  gender  in 

A.  R.  :  ^cne  sivel. 

kirf  (:  O.  E.  cyrf)  and  kerf  Gow.,  carf  M.  Arth, 

N.E.Jdial.)  karf,  see  N.  E.  D.  carf. 

up-bhid   (O.  E.  biygd,    '^nip-bryid)    and  up-breid, 

-braid  St.  Al.,  Alex.  (Sk.). 
IV.    cu7ne  (ii),  kime  and  come  Will.,  D.  Arth.  'coming, 

arrival"-.    Kath.  has  aimc,  come.     A  third  form 

is  come  O.,  Gen.  Ex.  |:  nbme,  <  O.  E.  ndm\  from 

Scand.-* 

mune  ((/),  mone.O.Y..  myne  'mind'^. 

trod(eJ  and  trede  Elor.,   Horn.,  N.  E.  tread.    The 

A.  R.    has    both    forms    (M.  S.    Tit.    trodes,    the 

other  M.  S.  S.  treden,  treoderi).     In  N.  E.  the  o- 

form  is  obsolete  or  dialectal,  see  Jamieson  trod, 

E.  D.  D.   hot-trod. 
V.    czvide  and  cwTde,  quTthe  Gen.   Ex.,  Gaw.;  O.  E. 

bi-civide.   M.  E.   b'l-quide,  beqtdde  'legacy'  is  early 

N.  E.   bequeath  (if^  cent.  ^);  here  also  recur  the 

phenomena    seen  in  N.  E.  belief  (see  Introd.   p. 

15),    viz.    change    of   prefix    and   differentiation 

of  final  stem-consonant. 
VI.    eche,  ache  (<  O.  E.  ^ce,  cece)  and  dke,  N.  E.  ache^\ 

stape  (:  O.  \i.  stcepe)  and  steppe  Pr.  P.,  Trev.  'step', 

N.  E.  step. 
VII.    zi'e//e    (O.  }i.  ivi^ll,    zuiejla,  -e)  and  walle  'well' '. 

'  Morsb.   Gr.  §    132  Note    i. 

""  Koeppel  1.   c.  p.   38;   Kluge   Gidr.  p.    1030  Note. 

•^  BjOrkman   1.   c.  p.    11   Note  2;   Morsb.   Gr.   §  64  Note   i. 

^  Koeppel,  Kluge  1.   c  '   Koeppel  1.  c. 

''  Koeppel  p.   45;   Storm,   Engl.  Philol.  pp.   531.   532. 

'  Kluge  Grdr.  p.    1035. 

C.   Palmgren.  7 
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swe^  and  swogh,  swough  Gen.  Ex.,  Chauc.  etc., 
N.  E.  sough,  see  Skeat  Cone.  Et.  D. 
The  three  last  examples  are  analogous  to  the 
cases  of  pres.  t.  forms,  given  above  p.  51;  the 
change  of  formation  consists  in  the  suppression 
of  the  difference  between  mutated  and  unmu- 
tated  vowel  in  favour  of  one  of  them. 

We  finally  turn  to  the  formations  with  pa.  pple.  vowel 
which  first  appear  in  M.  E.  As  may  be  expected,  the  num- 
ber of  such  forms  is  very  restricted;  besides,  it  is  some- 
times difficult  to  decide  whether  they  are  to  be  considered 
as  such,  or  as  developed  from  O.  E.  forms;  and  finally  the 
possibilities  pointed  out  for  the  corresponding  pres.  t.  and 
past.  t.   forms  are  also  present  here. 

I.  Type  bite  :  bitan. 

ride  'ride' ;  short  vowel  is  assured  by  the  rhyme 
ride :  dede   Gen.  Ex.   3950    (on   the    quantity  of 
the  rhyme-word,  see  Morsbach^. 
smite  'blow,  strike',  N.  E.  (dial.)  smite  =  M.  L.  G. 
smite,  smete.   O.  E.  smitta  can  scarcely  be  taken 
into  account,  owing  to  its  differing  sense. 
strike  'hank,  strickle',  strek(e)  streekVx.Y.,  N.  E. 
strike  \  ^  L.  G.  strike,  streke. 
In  these  cases,  too,  the  form  of  the  corresponding 
N.  E.  nouns  would,  in  an  uninterrupted  develop- 
ment, presuppose  a  modifying  of  the  M.  E.  forms, 
of  the   same  kind  as  that  seen  in  bite  etc.    Owing 
to  the  paucity  of  recorded  forms,  however,  such 
a   process    cannot    here    be    traced    historically. 
—  We  have  already  mentioned  the  appearance 

'  Gr.  §§  64  Note  3,   130  Note  6. 
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of  ^'-forms  in  nouns  belonging  to  this  class. 
Such  a  form,  appearing  first  in  M.  E.,  is 
slede  'sledge'  Pr.  P.,  N.  E.  sled\  sliden\  =-  M.  Du., 
M.  L.  G.  slede,  slide  \  the  form  is  generally  con- 
sidered as  a  loanword,  by  Skeat  from  Dutch, 
by  Kluge-Lutz  from  Scand.  (O.  N.  slebi). 

II.    Types  smoca  :  smeocan,  -slop  :  sliipan. 

gqte    'channel,    stream',  N.  E.  gote,  goit:  geoten\ 
=  M.  E.G.,  M.  V>\x.gote. 

soppe    'sop'  \supen\  =  M.  L.  G.,    M.  Du.    soppe\ 
cf.  O.  E.  sopa,  M.  E.  sope. 

III.  Type  drync  :  drincan. 

sprung  'jump,  rising'. 

stunch  'odour,  smell'. 

The  sound-value  of  the  stem-vowel  in  these  forms 

is,  then,  to  be  considered  as  u\  this  also  accords 

with   their  local  distribution:    A.  R.,  Kath.,  Jul. 

IV.  Type  broc  :  bvecan. 

schqre   'shore'  :  scheren,   see  Skeat  Cone.  Et.  D. 
Of   the    parallel    M.  E.    score    'notch,     number, 
score'  also  4^)//-forms  occur  [:  schoreD^'^^.  R.,  Will., 
shore    Rom.   Rose]    which  may  represent  native 
formations  ^ 
In  several  cases  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  relation 
of   such    later   forms  to  those  found  in  O.  E.,  or  to  corre- 
sponding verbs.     A  noun  like  M.  E.  drippe  'drip,  drop'  is 
rather    to    be    derived    from    the    weak    drippen  than  from 
drtopen,    owing    to    the    absence    of  prototypes  that  could 
produce  such  a  noun-form.  —  Cases  in  which  the  identity 


^  BjOrkman    1.   c.  I.  p.    129. 
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with  O.  E.  forms  is  doubtful  are  illustrated  by  the  different 
M.  E.  words  represented  by  the  forms  slip,  slippe,  slop, 
sloppe,  slope  (see  Stratm.),  as  compared  with  O.  E.  slyppc, 
ofer-slop,  -slype^.  We  ma}-  assume  for  these  forms  partly 
O,  E.  origin,  partly  new-formation  from  the  verbs  sllpen, 
slupen  and  slippen. 

'  See  Holthausen  in  Arch.  f.-d.  n.  Spr.  CXI.  p.    ii6  ff. 


^^^    9  1963 


